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> "v .
PCEES

Tue following work may be considered as an endeavour to reduce the
Geography of Hindostdn to a more systematic form than has yet been
attempted in any prior publication, and at the same time to present a
description of its internal economy more consistent with its existing con-
dition, as a vast appendage to the British empire.—Thirty years have
now elapsed since Major Rennell composed his excellent memoir on the
same subject; but the revolution of time and events has so altered its
political circumstances, and the progress of discovery our knowledge of
its geography, that even within so short a period many of his valuable
observations have become antiquated and inapplicable. The juncture
also seemed favourable to a new arrangement, the result of the late ope-
rations in India having so completely established the supremacy of the
British government, as to leave the native chiefs in a situation of very
secondary importance. Hindostan, therefore, must not now be viewed
as a mere assemblage of Nabobs, Sultans, and Rajas, but as a compo-
nent portion of British empire, changed and modified in its territorial
distribution by the effect of British domination, and in its internal
economy by the promulgation of British laws and regulations.

In prosecution of the object above specified, and in order to give dis-
tinctness and application to the facts collected, Hindostan has been
partitioned into certain large territorial divisions, the arrangement of
which will be found further explained in the Introduction, and whose
relative position and extent may be learned from an inspection of the
prefixed map. In Hindostan Proper and the Deccan, the old Mogul
provinces of Abul Fazel have been continued, as notwithstanding the
vicissitudes of ages they still maintain their place in the public mind,
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and are sufficiently accurate for the purpose contemplated. With respect
to the South of India, as it has been for almost twenty years governed by
British functionaries, their arrangements and appellations have been ad-
hered to. For the first of the series, Bengal has been selected, not only
because it contains the modern metropolis and seat of the supreme
government, but also on account of the superior importance of the
materials from which its description is composed. The other provinces
follow in succession according to contiguity, the arrangement entirely
resembling what would take place were a delineation of England begun
with the county of Kent, and continued on county by county to the
banks of the Tweed. Each province is introduced by a general expo-
sition, after which the towns, districts, and native states (if any) follow,
until the whole space comprehended within its limits has undergone
examination ; but with regard to amplitude of narrative, that has en-
tirely depended on the abundance or scarcity of authentic documents
having reference to the subject under discussion. In some instances, the
historical details will be found copious, while the geographical and statis-
tical are defective, or altogether wanting; in others the reverse will be
- perceptible. '

- In specifying the extent of countries, the whole length, but only the
average breadth is given, to enable the reader to ascertain the probable
area in square miles. In an arrangement of this nature strict accuracy
cannot be expected, but it appeared less vague than the usual mode of
stating the extreme length and extreme breadth; an approximation to
the reality being all that is required. The same observation applies to
the population of countries that have not been subjected to strict inves-
tigation. When such occur, a comparison of their peculiar circum-
stances is instituted with those of the adjacent provinces, the population
of which is better known, and an estimate computed from the result.
Where the number of inhabitants has been established on probable
‘grounds, it is particularly mentioned. To facilitate the discovery of a
place on the map, besides the latitude and longitude, its nearest distance
from some distinguished city is stated, and also the province within
which it 13 comprehended. The east, west, north, and south sides of
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rivers, and the compass distances, in a great majority of cases, refer to
their position in Mr. Arrowsmith’s large map; the length gf the rivers,
including their windings, are calculated according to the rules laid down
in Major Rennell’s Memoir, from which also the travelling distances are
extracted. When not otherwise specified, the standard of distance and
dimension is invariably the English mile, 694 to the degree. Those men-
tioned by Abul Fazel are commonly the extreme length and extreme
breadth, and the quotas of troops he enumerates mean the whole militia
(probably the Zemindary Pykes) that the province was supposed capable
of furnishing on any pressing exigence, not the actual number ever pro-
duced.

The map prefixed exhibits the large geographical divisions, but being
constructed on so small a scale, it was found impossible to distinguish
either the petty native states, whose territories are much intermixed, or
the different districts into which the British provinces have been par-
titioned. With respect to the first, no native state has yet been brought
to understand the advantages we are accustomed to see in a compact
territory and uninterrupted frontier; and with regard to the latter, the
limits of none can be considered as finally adjusted, the judicial and
police arrangements requiring frequent revisal of boundaries, and various
surveys being still in progress, with the view of obtaining more accurate
geographical and statistical information than the Indian governments at
present possess. Owing to these imperfections a town may be frequently
assigned to one jurisdiction which in reality belongs to another, but the
mistake is of no essential importance, and many such corrections must
hereafter be required, the limits of no district having yet attained such .
precision and arrangement as to preclude the necessity of future altera-
tion. The descriptions which follow, having been composed and ar-
ranged: with the closest attention to Mr. Arrowsmith’s large map of
Hindostan, that work may be considered as the basis of the whole, and
indeed is quite indispensable to any person who wishes to acquire a
thorough knowledge of its geography. To that delineation, therefore, nearly
all the latitudes, longitudes, and distances have reference ; but of course
many of these will hereafter experience correction, the very best maps,
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although right in the main outlines, being still deficient in accuracy as
to the relative position of places. Inlike manner the local functionaries
will probably see much to amend with regard to the comparative im-
portance of the towns selected, some, perhaps, having now no-existence
although of great historical notoriety, while others may be too insigni-
ficant to deserve insertion in a work where others of greater magnitude
have been omitted. When the narrative and the prefixed map disagree,
the first, as being founded on a projection of superior authenticity, must
be considered the most correct. '

A primary object of the present publication having been to combine
facility of reference with the connexion necessary to adapt it for regular
perusal, a copious Index of the names of places is given at the conclu-
sion, by the assistance of which the reader will be enabled to have re-
course directly to the article he is in search of, while at tlie same time
in the narration the continual transitions of a gazetteer are avoided. In
arranging the alphabetical distribution the usual difficulty has been ex-
perienced, resulting from the great diversity of appellations employed to
designate the same place, a source of perplexity not only to the geogra-
pher, but to every individual who has occasion to peruse letters dated -
from the interior of India. In the following work (as in a prior one)
almost the whole of Mr. Arrowsmith’s names of places have been.
adopted, as being those most universally known, and to facilitate the
discovery of their situations in his map. In many of the most remark-
able instances the original denomination is also inserted, according to Sig.
William Jones’s Orthographical System; but although a name be not
‘strictly applicable, if generally understood, it is desirable it should con-
tinue permanent, as a deviation even to one more appropriate causes
much confusion. If some steps be not taken by the ruling authorities
at home and abroad, the ultimate decision regarding the pronuncia-
tion of names not of frequent occurrence may belong procrastinated,
but, in the mean time, many of the principal, such as Bengal, Calcutta,
‘the Carfiatic, &c. although in reality erroneous, have been universally
adopted, and certainly answer every useful purpose. Under these cir-
cumstances it is. extremely desirable that the Honourable Court of
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Directors make adhesion to one set of names (to be fixed on at the dif-
ferent Presidencies) imperative on their servants, and prohibit the substi-
tution of any supposed improvements in the public correspondence.
The deities of the Hindoos have still a greater variety of names, or
rather epithets, than their towns (Vishnu, for example, has one thousand);
the most common have been selected and adhered to throughout, and
the same plan has been followed with regard to the designation of per-
sons, tribes, and castes. In the composition of the narrative, oriental
terms have been usually avoided, but, from the nature of the subject,
could not be wholly dispensed with. Of those of most frequent recur-
ence an explanation will be found in the short Glossary annexed.

The materials from which this description of Hindostan has been
prepared, consist of printed documents generally accessible to the
public, and of the manuscript records deposited at the India Board,
regarding which a few explanatory observations will be necessary. It
is the practice of each presidency to transmit half yearly, or according
to the exigence more frequent reports on the political, financial, and
judicial condition of their respective governments, accompanied by
copies of the correspondence that has taken place with their subordi-
nate functionaries, and registered on the government consultations, when
the subject was of sufficient consequence to entitle it to the attention of
the controuling authorities in England, or otherwise illustrative of any
important conclusion. These official records are extremely voluminous,
but their contents rarely bear directly on statistical subjects, the discus-
sions having generally originated in some accidental irregularities, such
as the robbery of treasure, disputed boundaries and other controversies
of difficult adjustment, the irruptions of foreign tribes, defalcations of
revenue, or the pupillage of native chiefs ; occasionally from the spon-
taneous suggestions of the officers of government, and brought under
the notice of the Court of Directors with a view to the eventual adop-
tion of such as might appear calculated to prove of practical utility.
‘Where no events similar to those above alluded to have taken place, and
the tranquillity of the province has continued undisturbed by war or

controversy, no correspondence has resulted, and the internal condition
VOL. I. b |
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of the territory has remained so completely unnoticed, that the circum-
stances of many of the Company’s old districts of great wealth and
population are less known to the public than those of remote tracts, the
very names of which are recent discoveries.

To the foregoing description of the manuscript records, as not having
direct reference to the subject, one remarkable exception occurs,
which is, the survey of the districts of Dinagepoor, Rungpoor, Purneah,
Boglipoor and Bahar, by Dr. Francis .Hamilton (late Buchanan), who
was deputed by the Bengal government, in the years 1807, 8, 9, 10, and
11, to ascertain and report on their internal condition, which task he
executed with such singular ability and success, that it is to be regretted
his reports were not immediately published by the East India Company,
not only for the instruction of their own servants, but as models for
future investigations of a similar nature. The mass of valuable informa-
tion thus collected is comprehended in twenty-five folio volumes, ac-
companied by most elaborate statistical tables, and contains copious
illustrations of the manners, customs, religion, &c. of the inhabitants.
Frequent reference to them will be found in the following work, the plan
of which, however, and the vast space embraced, precluded all circum-
stantial delineation of particular portions.

Among the other manuscript reports, but on a much less expanded
scale, the following may be noted, viz. Mr. Sisson, on the Rungpoor
district and the adjacent tribes of Bootan, Assam, the Garrows, .and
Morung ; Lieutenant A. Ross, on the Alpine tract comprehended - be-
tween the Sutuleje and Jumna; Mr. N. Macleod, on Lassa and Tibet;
Colonel Alexander - Walker, on Cattywar and the Gujerat peninsula ;
Captain Macmurdo, on-Cutch and Cattywar; Mr. Thackeray, on
Canara, Malabar and the Balaghaut Ceded Districts; Sir Henry Wel-
lesley, on the Ceded Districts of Oude ; Lieutenant White, on the Agra
and Delhi provinces; Mr. C. Lloyd, on the district of Moradabad ;
Captain Canning on the Birman Empire; and Sir David Ochterlony,
on the petty Seik States. The valuable printed reports by Sir Henry
Strachey, Sir Thomas Munro, Mr. Hodgson, Mr. Thackeray and. others,
will be found in the Appendix to the 5th Report.
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The authorities upon which each description is founded are carefully
subjoined in succession, according to their relative importance, the
author being particularly desirous to give the credit where it is justly
due, as well as to establish the high character of the sources from whence
the eriginal information is derived. But no person is to be considered
wholly responsible for any article, the materials being frequently so in-
timately blended with each other, and with the result of the author’s own
experience during a.ten years’ residence in India, that it would be
impossible to define the boundaries of the respective properties. In
many cases the narrative is given as closely as the necessity of con-
densing the substance of many volumes into a small compass would per-
mit; in others it has been necessary to compare contradictory and con-
flicting testimonies, and select that which appeared to rest on the most
solid foundation. In particular instances, which it has been found im-
possible to discriminate, although certain names are annexed as autho- °
rities for statistical facts, the inferences drawn from these as to the
progressive, stationary, or declining state of the society, are exactly the
reverse of those adopted by the individuals quoted. In the official cor-
respondence of the different presidencies, the surveys and reports of one
functionary are sometimes incorporated with those of another, or cited
without the marks of quotation, so that occasionally the statement of
one public officer may have been attributed to another; but with all these
disadvantages it will be clearly perceptible, that the details were gene-
rally collected under circumstances singularly favourable for the obtain-
ing of information, and by persons best qualified from length of service,
residence on the spot, and established reputation, to form a correct
judgment of their authenticity.

At the conclusion of the second volume a List of the Authorities will
be found, and it will no doubt be remarked, that many of the ablest
servants of the company, those for example who have been promoted on
account of their superior talents to the office of secretary, or to a seat in
Council, are seldom or never referred to by name. This, however, arises
from the nature of the documents they were concerned in, which not
having been the composition of any individual, but the result of the

b 2 '
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deliberations of the different boards in a collective capacity, their con-
tents could not be ascribed to any particular person. Such records
have been distinguished in the list by the appellation of ¢« Public manu-
script documents,” and indeed, with regard to statistics, must have been
compiled from the prior reports of the local functionaries. That more
has not been done in this respect by the latter, will surprise no one who
is acquainted with the intolerable load of business, both civil and cri-
minal, by which they are oppressed, and the unwearied endeavours of
a great majority to accomplish their arduous and responsible duties.
Whatever laws may be enacted, or measures of policy be adopted, for
the government of such distant possessions, inhabited by a people so dis-
similar in language and manners to the European nations, their efficacy
must essentially depend on the character of the functionaries to whom
their execution is delegated. That these have hitherto been equal to the
exigence, the page of history leaves little reason to doubt; and that they
have not degenerated may be fairly presumed from the high reputation
of the three candidates (Sir John Malcolm, the Honourable Mr. Elphin-
stone, and Sir Thomas Munro) who recently presented themselves for
" the governments of Bombay and Madras.

The composition of this publication having been undertaken with a
view to the information of persons who have never visited India, and
as a substitute for the numerous volumes in which the local descriptions
are dispersed, not only Oriental phrases have as much as possible been
avoided, but also every abstract or intricate discussion, as tending to
injure the utility of a work in its nature elementary. The necessity of
condensation also precluded all minute details or the investigation of
disputed facts, and rendered it requisite in most instances to contract
the historical part to a chronological series of sovereigns and remarkable
events, accompanied by such observations as appeared necessary to
connect and elucidate them. Indeed the labour has been chiefly that
of selecting, comparing, arranging, and condensing; and the sheets of
manuscript perused in the course of it, were so numerous, that the work
. might have been expanded to an indefinite bulk. In general what
appeared most interesting and important, with a view either to political
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application, or as illustrative of the state of society, has been selected,
and such usages described as have subsisted for the greatest length of
time with the fewest variations or infringements. -Conciseness has been
particularly aimed at, but probably the reader who views two such pon-
derous volumes will think with doubtful success. It must be recollected,
however, that it is impossible to describe so vast and populous a country
in a small compass, or by a few general phrases, none of which apply
universally ; and that unless the information conveyed has distinct and
local reference, it leaves no definite impression on the mind. Although,
in some cases, owing to a redundance of materials, much has been sup-
pressed and expunged, in others the descriptions will be found extremely
incomplete, exhibiting little more than the geographical features of the
‘tracts under examination, yet most of these have been repeatedly
traversed by British Officers and civil functionaries, who either pre-
served no memoranda of their condition, or when they did, have not
given them publicity. It is obvious, however, that a satisfactory de-
lineation of so immense an empire must be the result of a progressive
accumulation of facts on the precision of which reliafice can be placed,
and that acquiescence in the prior details of accidental travellers tends
to perpetuate error. Many of the statements here collected will pro-
bably require future correction, many remote tracts and sources of in-
formation remain to be explored, and new discoveries hereafter will
disturb and confound all previous systems and arrangements. To these
heavy detractions from the utility of this publication may be added the
still more serious one, of the author’s having undertaken a task to which
he feels himself unequal ; but it must, on the other hand, be considered,
that, since those who are better qualified will not submit to the labour,
it is desirable the work should be done, even imperfectly, rather than
not at all.
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INTRODUCTION.

A GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF HINDOSTAN.

Tuis extensive region is situated in the south-eastern quarter of Asia, where it
is nearly comprehended between the latitudes of 8° and 35° north, and the lon-
gitudes of 68° and 92° east. The extreme length from north to south is about
1900 miles, and the extreme breadth from east to west about 1500; but on ac-
count of the irregularity of its figure the total superficial area cannot be esti-
mated at more than 1,280,000 English square miles.

According to the ancients, India, on it most enlarged scale, comprised an ex-
tent of forty degrees on each side, including a space almost as large as all
Europe, being divided on the west from Persia by the Arachosian Mountains ;
limited on the east by the Chinese part of the peninsula beyond the Ganges;
confined on the north by the wilds of Tartary; and stretching south as far as
the Sunda Isles. These expanded limits comprehended the stupendous hills of
Tibet, the romantic valley of Cashmere, and all the domains of the old Indoscy-
thians, the countries of Nepaul, Bootan, Camroop, and Assam, together with
Siam, Ava, Arracan, and the bordering kingdoms as far as the China of the
Hindoos, and the Sin of the Arabian geographers, the whole western peninsula,
and the Island of Ceylon.

It is difficult to discover any name applied by the Brahmins to the country
over which their doctrines have prevailed, and which they generally describe by
a circumlocution. Sometimes they give it the epithet of Medhyama, or central,
(from its occupying the centre of the back of the tortoise that supports the
world), and Punyabhumi, orland of virtue, and assert it to have been the portion
of Bharat, one of nine brothers, whose father ruled the whole earth, and named
after him Bharat Khand. This domain of Bharat they consider as the centre of
Jambhudwipa, which the Tibetians call the land of Zambu. ‘At other times the
Brahmins describe their country as the space between the Himalaya mountains
and Ramisseram in the straits of Ceylon, for Cape Comorin as a geographical
point never appears to have attracted any attention. The modern name of Hin-
dostan is a Persian appellation, derived from the words Hindoo, black, and
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st’han place, but it has been adopted for ages back, both by natives and
foreigners.

By the Mahommedan writers the term Hindostan is understood to signify the
country in immediate subjection to the sovereigns of Delhi, which, in A. D.
1582, was subdivided by the Emperor Acber into eleven soubahs or provinces,
most of which, notwithstanding the frequent political revolutions they have
since experienced, still nearly retain their original geographical formation. The
names of these provinces are Lahore, Mooltan, Ajmeer, Delhi, Agra, Allahabad,
Bahar, Oude, Bengal, Malwah, and Gujerat. A twelfth soubah was formed of
Cabul, and the countries west of the Indus, and also Cashmere; and three new
ones were afterwards added from conquests made in the Deccan; viz. Berar,
Khandesh, and Ahmednuggur, afterwards named Aurungabad.

In modern times the limits of Hindostan have generally been considered by
European geographers as co-extensive with those of the Hindoo religion, which
delineation having also the advantage of being singularly well defined on three
sides by strong natural barriers, is the one adhered to throughout the following
work. According to this arrangement, Hindostan is separated on the north from
the table land of Tibet by the lofty chain of Himalaya mountains, which com-
mences at the Indus about the 35th degree of north latitude, and passing Cash-
mere in the same parallel, extends from thence in a south-easterly direction to an
unascertained distance beyond the limits of Bootan. To the south, Hindostan
is everywhere bounded by the ocean, and on the west by the course of the river
‘Indus. To the east its limits are more difficult to define ; but the most distinct
are the range of hills and forests that skirt the Bengal districts of Chittagong
and Tiperah, and stretch north to the Brahmaputra, near to where that immense
river, after having long flowed almost due west, makes a sudden sweep to the
~south. In this north-eastern corner the Hindoo religion is irregularly diffused,
as it extends far beyond the limits assigned into Assam, and Cassay, while that
of Buddha prevails in Bootan, and protrudes into the Brahminical regions on
-the banks of the Teesta. Circumscribed within the boundaries above specified,
Hindostan presents four grand geographical divisions, viz.

‘1st. NORTHERN* HINDOSTAN.—This extensive and rugged territory
commences on the west at the Sutuleje river, from whence it stretches in an
.easterly direction, slanting to the south, until it reaches the Teesta river, in lon-
gitude 88° 30" east, beyond which, among the mountains, the Lama religion pre-
dominates. To the north it is separated from Tibet or Southern Tartary by the
Himalaya; on the south, from the old Mogul provinces, by the line where the
lower ranges of hills press on the vast Gangetic plain. The principal modern
‘territorial and political subdivisions are the following :—
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1. The country between the Sutuleje 3. Painkhandi.

and Jumna. 6. Bhutant. ‘
2. Gurwal, or Serinagur. 7. The dominions of Nepaul.
3. The sources of the Ganges. 8. The Sikkim domains.
4. Kumaon.

The inhabitants of these Alpine tracts having, until times quite recent, had
but little intercourse with the plains, are comparatively much behind in know-
ledge and civilization, which may also be partly attributed to their having at-
tracted the attention of the Brahmins at a much later period than their richer
neighbours of the south.

2d. HINDOSTAN PROPER.—This, by far the most comprehensive dm-
sion, as it reaches south to the Nerbudda river, where the Deccan commences,
and includes the eleven large provinces, each equal to a kingdom, formed by the
Emperor Acber, as also Cashmere and Cutch; viz.—

1. Bengal. 6. Delhi. 10. Mooltan.
2. Bahar. 7. Lahore. 11. Cutch.
3. Allahabad. 8. Cashmere. 12, Gujerat.
4. Oude. 9. Ajmeer. 13. Malwah.
5. Agra.

These provinces have been long celebrated for their riches and fertility, and
contain the seats of the most powerful Mahommedan empires, having been re-
peatedly subjugated by the more hardy tribes of the north. The generality of
the inhabitants are a superior race to the population of the other divisions, pos-
sessing a more robust frame of body, besides surpassing them in intellectual
qualities.

3d. The third grand division is the DECCAN, which is bounded on the
north by the course of the Nerbudda river, and easterly from its source by an
‘imaginary line extending in the same parallel of latitude to the mouth of the
Hooghly, or western branch of the Ganges. To the south the boundaries of the
Deccan are the rivers Krishna and Toombudra; to the east the Bay of Bengal,
and to the west the Indian Ocean. Within these limits the following large pro-
vinces are nearly comprehended, viz.

1. Gundwana. 4. Khandesh. - 7. Hyderabad.
2. Orissa. 5. Berar. 8. Aurungabad.
3. The Northern Circars. 6. Beeder. 9. Bejapoor.

4th. INDIA SOUTH OF THE KRISHNA RIVER.—This division is fre-

quently named the peninsula, although its figure more resembles that of an equi-

lateral triangle, of which the northern boundary at the river Krishna is the base;
c2



xx INTRODUCTION.

the coasts of Coromandel and Malabar the sides, with the apex at Cape
Comorin. The modern territorial and political subdivisions are the following,
viz.— ‘

1. Canara. 5. The Balaghaut Ceded 8. Salem and the Bar-
2. Malabar. Districts. ramahal.

3. Cochin. 6. Mysore. 9. The Carnatic.

4. Travancore. 7. Coimbatoor.

There are few sea coasts of such extent, so destitute of islands as that of Hin-
dostan; indeed, exclusive of emerged sand banks and mere rocks, it may be
said to possess only one, Ceylon, with which the geographical survey in this
quarter terminates. Proceeding on, the next objects that come under con-
sideration are the boundary countries, of which such portions only are examined
as come into immediate contact with Hindostan, beginning from the south-
west; and on account of its local position, it has been thought best to insert
Northern Hindostan along with the mountainous territories to which it is most
contiguous.

1. Baloochistan. 4. Northern Hindostan. 7. Statesadjacent toAssam.
2. Afghanistan. 5. Bootan. 8. Ava and the Birman em-
3. Tibet. 6. Assam. _ pire.

The size and relative position of the different provinces will be more satisfac-
torily learned from an inspection of the Map prefixed, than from any written ex-
planation, however minute; and each of them being in the course of the work
described topographically, for further local details the reader is directed to
the distinct heads respectively; what observations immediately follow having re-
ference to Hindostan in general.

The principal geological features of this region are the vast Gangetic plain,
the great sandy desert of the Indus, the elevated table land above the Ghauts,
and the Himalayan, Vindhyan, and Ghaut chains of mountains with their subor-
dinate ranges. There are no lakes of any considerable magnitude, but many
morasses, especially an enormous saline one named the Runn. There are no

~ volcanoes in a state of activity, nor is the existence of extinguished ones clearly

established. Earthquakes, although frequent, with the ekception of one in
Cutch, of very recent occurrence, have never been destructive. The seasons,
winds, and rains are periodical, and throughout the whole space, what are called
the monsoons more or less prevail. - Within the geographical limits of Hindos-
tan every degree of temperature is to be found, from burning heat to perpetual
congelation; but with the exception of an Alpine tract among the northern
mountains, the climate is strictly tropical, and promotes the growth of all con-



INTRODUCTION. xxi

genial fruits, plants, and vegetables in the most luxuriant profusion, although
the soil in most parts wants strength and tenacity. Minerals are abundant, but
little worked, and there are few countries that spontaneously produce so great
a variety of saline substances.

‘But the glory of Hindostan is its noble rivers, and more especially the vene-
rable Ganges, which at once fertilizes the soil, and serves for the transport of its
matured productions. In the rainy seasons the mountain torrents swell in a
wonderful manner, and within a few hours frequently rise 20 feet above their
usual level, rushing down with much uproar and rapidity. The larger streams
generally begin to increase before the rains fall in the low countries, which cir-
cumstance is equally remarked of rivers, such as the Nerbudda and Tuptee, that
do not spring from cold countries, as it is of the Ganges and Brahmaputra, whose
sources benefit by the snows of Himalaya. In the dry season they proceed to
the ocean over their broad sandy beds with a slow and sluggish stream, but
when swelled by the periodical rains, their course is furious, and destructive to
the villages placed too near their banks. On the other hand, some rivers, such
as the Sereswati, mentioned in ancient Hindoo writings as being of great bulk
and importance, have, in later times, wholly disappeared. In general the rivers
have retained their original appellations better than the cities or provinces, the
latter having often had their designations altered from vanity or religious motives.
The following are the names of the principal streams, with their probable length
of course to the sea, including the windings, but there are many others omitted
that would be reckoned large rivers in Europe.

Miles to the Sea. In the Deccan and South of India.
Indus . . . . . . . L700  TheGodavery . . . . . 850
Brahmaputra . . . . . 1,650 Krishna . . . . . . 700
Ganges . . . 1,500 Nerbudda . . . . . 700
Jumna (to its Junctlon w1th Mahanuddy . . . . 550
the Ganges 780) . . . 1,500 Tuptee . . . . . . 460
Sutuleje (to the Indus 900) 1,400 Cavery . . . . . . 400

Jhylum (ditto 750) . . . 1,250
Gunduck (tothe Ganges450) 980

The harvest in Hindostan Proper is divided into two periods; the first.is cut
in September and October, and the second in March and April. Rice is the
grand article of nourishimnent, and the chief object of attention in the cultivation
of it is to have the soil plentifully supplied with water. Indeed, while travelling
through Hindostan, a tolerably correct judgment may be formed of the wisdom
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of the government and condition of the people, from viewing the number and
state of preservation of the tanks, watercourses, and other conduits for the irri-
gation of the fields. In this country the wages of the labouring cultivator are
limited to a mere subsistence, which is not the case in Europe. In the latter,
the labourer’s expenditure consists not only of food, but also of many accessaries,
such as a cottage, furniture, clothing, and liquor, so that in times of scarcity
when grain becomes dear, he finds a temporary resource in abstaining from or
parting with some of these superfluities. The working classes of Hindostan are
not so well circumstanced, for their wages being little more than the mere ex-
pense of their food, they are utterly destitute if it rise, having no reserve for
emergencies.

That the Hindoos were in early ages a commercial people, we have many rea-
sons to believe; and, in the first of their sacred law tracts, which they suppose
to have been revealed by Menu, many millions of years ago, there is a curious
passage respecting the legal interest of money, and the limited rate of it in
different cases, with an exception in regard to adventures by sea. The three
great articles of general importation from India by the Greeks and Romans
were, lst, spices; 2dly, preciousstones and pearls; 3dly, silk. Their exports
to India were woollen cloth of a slight fabric, linen in chequer work, some pre-
.cious stones, and some aromatics unknown in India, coral, storax, glass vessels
of different kinds, wrought silver, Italian, Greek, and Arabian wines, brass, tin,
lead, girdles and sashes, melilot, white glass, red arsenic, black lead, and gold -
and silver. Of the last mentioned metal the influx to Hindostan has always
been very great, as the inhabitants sell much, and purchase little, the balance is
consequently always in their favour. A great deal of bullion is supposed to be
annually lost by being concealed under ground by the natives, many of whom
die without revealing the site of their hidden treasure, and the practice of
hoarding is among all ranks of Hindoos almost universal. For many centuries
past cotton piece goods have been the grand staple of Hindostan, but latterly,
owing to the great improvements in Europe, the quantity exported has con-
siderably diminished. The various sorts fabricated in different provinces from
the northern mountains to Cape Comorin, are too numerous to admit of parti-
cular detail, and for further information regarding the agriculture, manufactures,
and commerce of Hindostan, the reader is referred to the provinces and cities
respectively, more especially to the descriptions of Bengal, Calcutta, Madras,
and Bombay. In the mean time it may be safely asserted, that with so vast an
extent of fertile soil, peopled by so many millions of tractable and industrious
inhabitants, Hindostan is capable of supplying the whole world with any species
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of tropical merchandise, the- productxon being, in fact, only limited by the
demand.

India was little known to the Greeks until Alexander’s expedition, about 327
years before Christ. The following particulars, selected from the ancient de-
scriptions of India by Arrian and other authors, will shew how nearly the ancient
inhabitants resemble the present.

1. The slender make of their bodies.

2. Their living on vegetable food.

3. Distribution into sects and classes.

4. Marriages at seven years of age, and the prohibition of marriages between
different castes.

5. The men wearing earrings and party coloured shoes, also veils covering the
head and part of the shoulders.

6. Daubing their faces with colours.

7. Only the principal persons having umbrellas carried over them.

8. Two-handed swords, and bows drawn by the feet.

9. The manner of taking elephants, the same as at present.

10. Manufactures of cotton of extraordinary whiteness; and the plant named
carpas-us as at present.

11. Monstrous ants, by which the termites or white ants are meant.

12. Wooden houses on the banks of large rivers to be occasionally removed
as the river changed its course.

13. The tala, or tal tree, a kind of palm.

14. The banyan trees, and the Indian devotees sitting under them.

The Greeks have not left us any means of knowing with accuracy what verna-
cular languages were prevalent in India on their arrival. The radical language.
of India is the Sanscrit; of which such is the antiquity, that neither history nor
tradition has preserved any account of a people of whom it was the living
tongue. From this source the most ancient derivatives are the Prakrit, the Bali,
and the Zend. The first is the language which contains the greater part of the
sacred books of the Jainas; the Bali is equally revered among the followers of
Buddha; while the Zend, or sacred language of ancient Persia, has long enjoyed.
a similar rank among the worshippers of fire, and been the depository of the
sacred books of Zoroaster. There is reason to believe that ten polished dialects
formerly prevailed in as many different civilized nations, which occupied the whole
extent of Hindostan. The Saraswata, the Kanoje, the Gour, the Maithila, and
the Orissa, are denominated the five Gaurs; the five Dravirs are, the Tamul,
the Maharatta, the Carnata, the Telinga, and the Gujara. The modern dialects
are the following, which have nine-tenths of their words in common, the basis
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of the whole being the Sanscrit, and except the Hindostany, which is the univer-
sal language of intercourse, they are all local : viz.

The Hindostany. Gujeratty. Harowty. Maithila
Bengalese. Concanese. Malwah. Nepaulese.
Cashmere. Punjaby. Bruj. Orissa.
Dogura. Bicanere. Bundelcund. Telinga.
Ooch. Marwar. Mabharatta. Carnata.
Sindy. Jeypoor. Magadha. Tamul. ;
Cutch. Odeypoor. Koshala.

On the east we find the Sanscrit language arrested by the Khasee, the Birman,
and other Indo-Chinese languages, and on the west by the Pushtoo, or Afghan,
and the Baloochy.

That any general similitude of manners existed before the Mahommedan
invasion is very doubtful, but certainly there are in modern times strong shades
of difference in the characters of the Hindoos dispersed over the several pro-
vinces. Travelling through Hindostan, from Cape Comorin, for example, up the
Carnatic, the Deccan, and through Bengal to Cashmere, an extent of above 25
degrees of latitude, under many general points of resemblance, a very great
variety of habits, languages, and religious observances is perceptible, nearly as
great as a native of India would remark were he journeying from Gibraltar to
St. Petersburgh. The character of the Maharattas, nurtured in war and depre-
dation, differs much from the placid natives of the south, and the unmartial
population of Bengal. Those who inhabit the northern territories between the
Nerbudda and the Indus, are almost all (or pretend to be) of a military tribe,
the caste of Rajpoots or Rajwars, who are governed by petty chiefs, and divided
into small independent principalities, which, until reluctantly compelled to adopt
more pacific habits, were engaged in never-ceasing conflict with each other.
The great mass of the Hindoo and Mahommedan population throughout Hin-
dostan has nearly attained the same stage of civilization, but intermixed with
them are certain races of mountaineers, probably the true aborigines, whose
languages have little affinity with the Sanscrit, and whose customs retain all
their primitive barbarity. The most remarkable of these tribes are the Gonds,
Bheels, and Coolies; but there are many others of less note, such as the hill
people of Boglipoor, and the Kookies of Chittagong. In the capital settle-
ments, and in the larger towns within the British dominions, some few of the
natives attempt to imitate the manners of Europeans, and almost adopt their
dress; but they receive no encouragement from the class they are endeavouring
to conciliate, and invariably lose the estimation of their own tribe in proportion
as they deviate from its usages.
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The two great religious persuasions of Hindostan are the Hindoo and Ma-
hommedan, whose relative numbers throughout the whole empire are probably
in the proportion of seven of the first to one of the last. By Europeans the term
Hindoo is in general so very loosely and inaccurately applied, as to include reli-
gions, such as the Buddhist and Jain, professing tenets in direct opposition to the
Brahminical system. Indeed, Hindoo mythology is a subject as inexhaustible
as it is difficult to render intelligible, and can only be slightly touched upon;
but viewed on the most favourable side, the following may be considered a
tolerably exact sketch of its leading doctrines.

The great supreme deity Brahm remains in holy obscurity, and superstition
is never allowed to profane his name, which is always kept clear of fiction.
Three energies, however, the creating, preserving, and destroying, are embodied
under the names of Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva, to each of whom a female or
passive energy is allied. These have all human forms diversified by the imagina-
tion in various ways, and as the two last mentioned are supposed to have
descended many times, each Avatar or incarnation furnishes a distinct deity to
whom worship is addressed. Of the three specified, Brahma alone has no incar-
nations, and is never worshipped. Some of the Avatars are supposed to have
been incarnations of the whole god, while others are only considered partial
emanations from the divinity. Besides these three gods there is a whole pan-
theon of minor deities. The sea, the winds, the heavens, the elements, the sun,
moon, and stars, every river, fountain, and stream is either deity in itself, or has
a divinity presiding over it, nothing being done without the intervention of
supernatural power. Descending still lower there are myriads of demigods, of
a most extraordinary description, and numerous beyond the power of calculation.
A little red paint smeered over a stone, a lump of clay, or the stump of a tree,
converts it into a god, worshipped by the lower classes, and saluted by the
upper with much apparent devotion. Any monster, any figure, partly brutal ;
any multiplicity of heads and hands in the object adored, indicate a Brahminical
place of worship. The presence of umbrella covered pyramids or semi-globes,
and of plain human figures sitting cross-legged, or standing in a meditative pos-
ture, point out the temple or excavation of a Buddhist; the 24 saintly ﬁgures
without the pyramid announce a temple of the Jain.

Five great sects of Hindoos exclusively worship a single deity, one recognizes
the five divinities that are reverenced by the other sects respectively; but the
followers of this comprehensive scheme mostly select one object of daily adora-
tion, and perform rites to the other deities on particular occasions only. The
worship of Rama and Krishna, of Siva and Bhavani, appears to have been intro-
duced since the persecution of the Buddhists and the Jains. The establishment
of the Vedas was anterior to Buddha, whose theology seems to have been bor-

YOL. 1. d
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rowed from the system of Capila, who forbid the slaying of animals; but the
overthrow of the Buddhist sect in Hindostan has not effected the full revival of
the religious system inculcated by the Vedas. Most of what is there taught is
now obsolete, and in its stead new orders of devotees have arisen with new
forms of religious ceremonies. Rituals founded on the Puranas and Tantras
have in a great measure antiquated the institutions of the Vedas, a remarkable
instance of which is the sacrifice of animals before the goddess Cali; and the
adoration of Rama and Krishna have succeeded to that of the elements and
planets. Sir W. Jones was of opinion that we might fix the existence of Buddha,
or the ninth great incarnation of Vishnu, in the year 1014 before the birth of
our Saviour. The earliest accounts of India by the Greeks who visited it with
Alexander, describe the inhabitants as divided into separate tribes, consequently
a sect like the modern Buddhists could not then have been the most prevalent.
No modern nation, of equal civilization, remains so completely infatuated as the
Hindoos are with the conviction of the potency of magic, to the effect of which
every event, good or bad, is attributed. Their religious rites have in fact dege-
nerated to mere incantations, all directed to the attaimment of some end through
the efficacy of a spell, and the requisite ceremonies have become so numerous
and intricate, that no votary could accomplish them, were he to devote day and
night to their performance.

The Hindoo religion is without any acknowledged individual superior, or pub-
lic convocation; but the pre-eminence of the Brahmins is never disputed by the
other castes. The true origin of this sacred order remains involved in obscurity;
but at present the impression of many orientalists is, that they were originally
strangers from Persia, or some portion of central Asia, and it is quite certain
that the' Brahminical religion formerly prevailed far west of the Indus. "Even
now their advance eastward is progressive. In the north-eastern parts of Ben-
gal, Brahmins are camparatively a recent importation ; the rude natives of that
quarter. not having long acknowledged their vast superiority, or submitted to
their distinctions of purity and impurity. It is a mistake to suppose that the
Brahmins do not admit of proselytes. They certainly never dreamed of admit-
ting any stranger to a participation of their own rank, the distance being utterly
immeasurable; but where it suits their interest they will class them with the
military and working castes, and even condescend to perform certain ceremonies
for the barbarians, which is a virtual admission within the pale of the Brahmini-
cal church. Tribes altogether vile are those for whom no person of the sacred
order will perform any ceremony, unless they renounce their impure habits, and,
in reality, wherever Brahmins penetrate among savage tribes a gradual and
regulo.r converslon immediately commences.
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The division of the people into castes is the paramount distinction between the
Brahminical Hindoos and the votaries of Buddha, but strict adherence to the
peculiar duties of each caste having probably been found impracticable, they
have been compelled to relax the spirit of the law, and to admit of numerous
exceptions. The peculiar duty of a Brahmin is to meditate on things divine,
and the proper manner of his procuring a subsistence is by begging; every
species of industry being derogatory to his rank. The majority of Brahmins
may, and do eat animal food ; priests, while officiating as such, perhaps do not;
but though all priests are Brahmins, all Brahmins are not priests. The right of
bearing arms, which in early times was confined to the military caste of Khe-
tries, has latterly been found diffused throughout all classes, and even Brahmins
have been seen standing in the ranks as common soldiers. It is probable that
the institution of a distinct military caste, had the effect of eradicating martial
habits from the mass of the population, and contributed greatly to facilitate their.
subjugation by foreigners. It is generally but erroneously supposed that per-
sons’ of the same caste will communicate and eat together all over India, but
this is by no means the case, the intercourse being confined to a few families
only in their own immediate neighbourhood, and, as far as refers to them, the
residue of the same tribe are in a manner outcasts. There is something how-
ever so fascinating to the natives of India in the doctrine of caste, that the
Malabar Christians, notwithstanding their conversion to a religion that sanctions
‘no distinction, have not been able to free themselves from it, and the lower
classes of Mahommedans throughout Hindostan shew a remarkable proneness
towards its adoption. C(;mpared with.other nations in the same parallels of
latitude, the Hindoos are certainly a superior people, although far behind the. .
civilized inhabitants of Europe, and, in some respects, inferior even to the
Chinese. ' : :

The Hindoos believe, that by the performance of extreme penances and aus--
terities mortals may acquire supernatural power, and carelessness or.rather
prodigality of life has always been a remarkable feature in their character.
Besides a meritorious suffering for their faith, suicide is in many cases legal and.
commendable, such as the immolation of a widow with her husband’s corpse..
In establishing their places of religious pilgrimage they have always shewn. a
predilection for places near the sea, the sources and junctions of rivers, the tops
of remarkable hills, hot springs, caves, water-falls, in short, any natural phe-
nomenon the access to which happened to be difficult or dangerous. Of late.
years a great many of the holiest fanes have had their reputation for sanctity con-
siderably tarnished, in consequence of their having been frequently visited and
examined by Europeans, but more especially by the improved system of internal

d2
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police which has abstracted all mystery from the journey, and rendered the
pilgrimage too easy to be meritorious. The following are the names of several
places that still retain a considerable portion of their original celebrity which
must be expected, however, annually to diminish.

Juggernauth. Somnauth. Trimbuck Nasser.
Benares. Ramisseram. Perwuttum.
Gaya. Lake Manasarovara. Parkur.
Allahabad. Gangoutri. Mathura.

Tripety. Joalamukhi. Bindrabund.
‘Dwaraca. Omercuntuc.

The Ganges, on account of the peculiar sanctity of its waters is worshipped
throughout its whole course, but there are particular spots on its banks held
more sacred than others; they also venerate in an inferior degree many other
rivers. Most of the holy places above enumerated are situated very distant from
each other, yet appear from the remotest antiquity to have had a constant influx
of pilgrims from every quarter of Hindostan, which apparently ought to have
had the effect of improving their geographical system, and promoting a general
knowledge of each other. But no such beneficial effects ever resulted, and
owing to the total want of historical records among the Hindoos, any fable that
has been retailed for one hundred years comes down to the existing race with
its origin as obscure, as if it had been established for a thousand.

The modern Mahommedans may with safety be estimated at one-seventh of
the total population, and notwithstanding the subversion of their political- pre-
dominance by a Christian power, their religion continues to expand. . They are:
no longer, however, the sanguinary zealots, who, eight hundred years ago, in
the name of God and the prophet, spread desolation and slaughter among the
unconverted Pagans. Open violence produced little effect on so patient a peo-
ple, and although the Mahommedans subsequently lived for centuries intermixed
with Hindoos, no radical change was produced in the manners or tenets-of the
latter. On the contrary, for almost a century past, the Mahommedans have
- evinced much deference to the prejudices of their Hindoo neighbeurs, and a
strong predilection towards many of their ceremonies. The higher ranks of
Mahommedans in general abstain from making offerings to the gods of the
Pagans; but the multitude in their distresses have recourse to the idols, and even
make offerings on many holidays ; whereas it is the higher ranks of Hindoos who
are chiefly addicted to the propitiation of Mahommedan saints.

The next religious sect of sufficient importance to deserve notice is ‘the
Christian, which probably throughout Hindostan comprehends about half a
million of souls, almost all the descendants of the ancient Christian stocks, and
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relatively to the other classes existing under circumstances of degradation. The
pride of caste among the Hindoos does not singly account for the contempt felt
and shewn by the followers of the Brahminical system towards them, no such
contempt being manifested to the Mahommedans or to the European Christians.
There are undoubtedly circumstances of diet and cleanliness which tend to
lower the Nazarene in the eyes both of the Mahommedan and Hindoo; and the
European -holding himself aloof from the native Christian, no portion of the
veneration which the first attracts, is reflected on his humble brother in religion.
Were it practicable to raise the inferior part of the chain without lowering the
upper, the Christian might, like the Mahommedan, become a tribe helding a
respectable station in the mixed society of India, and until some such improve-
ment is effected the temporal causes that oppose the conversion of the Hindoos
will continue to operate. Conviction does not easily reach the mind .of an
individual, who, by becoming a proselyte, must descend froma decent.rank in
society to one degraded and discountenanced, whereas were he encouraged not
merely by the number but also by the reflective lustre of those, who, although
of a different origin and complexion, unite with him in faith, he would soon
have numerous associates.

With a view to the creation of so important a link in the chain, combined with
other reasons, a gradpal extension of the colonizing system has been recom-
mended by Mr. Colebrooke. Considered as a measure of policy, a Christian
population, holding a decent rank in the motley throng of tribes and castes,
would tend to consolidate the strength of the state, and add to the probable
duration of the empire. A colonization of the nature alluded to, far from being
likely to terminate in the separation of the eolony, would rather serve to per-
petuate the union by the addition of a tribe whose interest and doctrines must
attach them to their European superiors. With habits more analogous to those
of Europe, the Creole Christians would certainly be better customers. for its
productions than the other sects. For the furtherance of such an object all that
is necessary is, to allow the natural course of events to take effect, without
either encouragement or restraint, and to permit Europeans and their legitimate
progeny to settle in India and acquire landed property. At present it is only
the illegitimate offspring that is privileged, while the legitimate descendant is
prohibited from obtaining a property in the soil of his birth. A gradual increase
of the illegitimate race in fact constitutes a progressive colonization, but it pro-
ceeds less rapidly than might have been expected, being absorbed into the
elasses immediately above and below-it. On.the one side by the intermarriages
of the females with. European sojourners; and on the other it melts into the dark
pative Christian. Colonization in the usual sense of the term is never likely to,
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take place in Hindostan, as no inducement exists to attract the common labourer
or artizan. The voluntary resort would be confined to merchants, traders, and
factors; to navigators and seamen of a superior class; to master planters and
overseers of plantations; and to the civil and military servants of the govern-
ment: but the influx of emigrants would never be in such numbers as to interfere
with the ordinary employments of the native population. In process of time,
however, when ages have passed away, should the increase of a Christian
Creole population terminate in a separation, which is, however, more likely to
happen from other causes, the event when it arrives will be advantageous to
both. parties, and its approaching maturity ought to be hailed as a common
benefit. :

-The historical notices procurable in India are usually either mere traditions
preserved among ignorant people, or legends mixed with the most monstrous
fables, for it may be safely asserted that the Hindoos have nothing deserving of
being dignified with the name of history, or which could with propriety be de-
nominated a chronicle. The wars between the princes considered as incarna-
tions of Vishnu, and the asuras or demons, such as Rawan, have reference no
doubt to a period when the worship of certain gods was in recent vigour, and
the sectaries of each were contending for superiority. There is also reason to
believe that the Yavans, so often mentioned, were the Macedonians of Bactria,
who obtained large possessions in the north-western quarter, where, about the
time of the Mahommedan invasion, the family of Palas claimed universal domi-
nion. - The dynasties of princes named after the sun and moon seem to have
governed Hindostan from the earliest times, and each branched out into numerous
lines that shared the country between them, while sometimes the one and some-
times the other proved most potent, and furnished the prince who was con-
sidered the paramount lord of India. The power possessed by these sovereigns
appears to have consisted of three privileges. Each prince sent him annually an
embassy with presents; he bestowed the tica. or mark of investiture on each
heir when he succeeded to the throne; and he had a right to interfere to prevent
the stronger of his nominal vassals from completely subjugating the weaker.
The prerogative last mentioned was probably limited ‘to persuasion, as he pos-
sessed no means of enforcing a co-operation among them. For the chronology
of Hindostan since. the Mahommedan invasion, the reader is referred to the
words Ghizni and Delhi; that of each province, district, and city, is given as
they respectively occur.

For above a century past the native governments of Hindostan have been in a
perpetual state of fluctuation. So far from having any political system, the
effect of which is to afford protection to their weaker neighbours, exactly the
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reverse is the case, the object of every native state separately, and of all col-
lectively, being to destroy the weak. Internally the constitution is an unmixed
despotism, every movement originating with the government, to the power of
which there is no limit except the endurance of the people, the sovereign’s will
being never opposed but by a general insurrection. The consequence is, that
the great bulk of the population entertain no attachment to any set of political
principles, or to any form of government, and they have been so long accus-
tomed to revolutions and frequent changes of sovereigns, that they obey with
little repugnance whoever is placed over them, expecting his sway, like that of
his predecessor, to be transitory. They are solicitous for the toleration of their
religious doctrines, rites, and prejudices, the security of their domestic con-
cerns, and the_prosperity of their particular villages; but are totally destitute of
what in Europe is understood by the term patriotism. Indeed the system of
village government throughout India, presents the only instance of permanent
territorial cohesion counteracting the evils incident to despotism, and serves to
account for the flourishing condition of many tracts. of country from which all
government whatever appears to be withdrawn. '

Under such circumstances it is not surprising that the natives do not look
upon the crime of treason against the state in the light that we do. In fidelity
and attachment to a master or chief they are not surpassed by any people; but

those who stand in the relation of subjects, without being in the service or pay -

of the supreme power, do not feel themselves bound by any very strong tie of
allegiance. They have no idea of loyalty or disloyalty but to the masters who
support them, and their ideas run equally counter to all European notions of civil
liberty. In adverting to the incessant revolutions of these countries, it is a
remarkable fact, that in all the schemes of polity, whether of the victors or the
vanquished, the idea of civil liberty in any shape never seems to have been con-
templated, and is to this day without a name in the languages of India. The
Seiks when they rejected the Brahminical religion, exhibited the first and only
instance of an approach, however .imperfect, to republican principles. In
reality our native subjects have always been as remarkable for their cheerful
submission to power, as for a want of moderation, an unsteady disposition, and

spirit of encroachment and litigation when suffered to indulge these evil propen-

sities;. No country in the world can exhibit so cheerful and apparently happy a
class of people as the native sepoys in the British service, which disposition, with
the many other good qualities they are known to possess, may in a considerable
degree be attributed to the salutary discipline and subordination they are sub-
jected to. .

In Hindostan there are no titles of nobility exactly similar to those of Europe,.

[ Sk
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nor are they in general hereditary. According to Oriental ideas, honours or
titles conferred by the sovereign must be accompanied by a jaghire, and gene-
rally by a military command along with the title, which is in itself considered
merely as an appellation attached to the acquisition of emolument or power, and
it is quite impossible to impress the minds of the natives with the value of a
mere name. On this subject their ideas are more simple and natural than ours.
If an unfit person receive a patent for the title of Ameer or Raja, he would not
be able to retain it, for when a man has nothing left of dignity but the name, in
India it soon fades away. On the other hand, if a Hindoo should emerge from
poverty and obscurity, and attain great wealth and celebrity, he would, if he
wished it, be saluted Raja. He would be considered as having acquired a claim
to the title, in the same manner as other persons acquire, by learning, the appella-
tion Moulavy and Pundit, which becomes among the mass of the people inse-
parably attached to their names. Elevation of rank and increase of opulence
among the natives of India produces a greater accession of dependants, particu-
larly in the female branch of the family, than in any other country, and accord-
ing to their prejudices few of these dependants can be dismissed without incur-
ring indelible disgrace. '

- In modern times the British government, since the establishment of its pre-
dominance, being anxious to raise up an intermediate body of respectable
gentry, has made vast sacrifices of the revenue to the zemindars, with the view
of elevating them to the rank of European landlords; but the experiment has
totally failed, scarcely any of those whose incomes admit of their supporting a
becoming splendour having shewn any desire to shake off their original habits,
while the unceasing division and subdivision of estates peculiar to the Hindoo law
of inheritance, threatens to reduce the whole in the course of a few generations to
the condition of labouring cultivators. The next step towards improvement would .
be, to give the towns and market places a privileged municipal government, the
want of which in all eastern monarchies has greatly retarded the advances of
civilization. This and every other measure of the like nature ought to be con-
ceded slowly and gradually, for the experience of the world has shewn how vain
and delusive are all sudden attempts to reform and improve the social condition
by the mere force of legislative enactments. Such a line of cautious policy is
more especially requisite in India, where the people are more under the tram-
mels of prejudice than any other, their laws and usages being identified with
their religion, which pervades every action of their lives. In laying the founda-
tion therefore of order and improvement, the genius of the people must be con-
sulted, and the greatest respect paid both to their inoffensive and hurtful preju~,
dices. - It is to the actual condition.and exigencies of every society that its
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legislature must conform itself, and when a new evil arises it must be met by a
corresponding remedy.

In Hindostan land is the chief source of revenue, for very little else con-
tributes to the supply of the Indian ways and means, and it is not practicable
here, as in Europe, to impose other taxes to correct the inequalities of that on
land. In the country first mentioned, the terms rent and revenue may be con-
sidered as nearly synonimous, and the distinction of payers and consumers as
affording a tolerably accurate classification of the great mass of the people. The
-circumstances in which the British Government is placed, precludes all impro-
vident generosity, and the peculiar habits of the people require that their
natural tendency to inaction should be stimulated by the necessity of providing
for the payment of a moderately high land assessment. An incitement of this
description is more particularly called for in a country where the mere necessa-
ries of life are easily procured, and where, in most parts, during the prevailing
anarchy of more than a century, to acquire property by individual exertions was
only to tempt the hand of rapacity. For an abstract of the total revenue
realized by the British Government in Hindostan, the reader is referred to the
article Bengal, and for the details to each district and territorial subdivision
respectively. The abilities and indefatigable exertions by which the fiscal
arrangements of India have been brought to their present improved condition, -
have never been duly appreciated in Europe. Much remains still to be done,
but even in their present imperfect form, their regularity presents a singular
contrast to the system of shifts, evasions, and extortions, which, in modern
times, seems so congenial to the obliquity of a native. financier. The same ob-
servations are applicable to the existing system of internal police, which, not-
withstanding its numerous imperfections (which it is far easier to describe than
to remedy), has greatly ameliorated the condition of the natives, who are highly
sensible of the protection their persons and property now experience, and
acknowledge that the administration of civil and criminal justice has been
improved, inasmuch as form and consistency have been substituted for discre-
tionary authority. On the other hand, it must be admitted, that, under the new
regime, the condition of some classes, and more especially the military, has
materially retrograded, the .productive income having, by the course of events,
been almost wholly transferred to the purely agncu}tural and tradmg portlons of
the community.

The formation of the enormous empire now possessed by the British govern-
ment in India has been urged on by circumstances so uncontroulable, has been
so fervently deprecated by the ruling authorities bath at home and abroad, and
so peremptorily interdicted by the strongest legislative enactments, that its ac-

VOL. I. e
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quisition under such circumstances almost appears like a dispensation of Pro-

vidence. Of the truth of this, an adequate judgment can only be formed by

those who have examined the voluminous documents that have fallen under the

Author’s notice, and observed the incredible pains taken by the different govern-

ments of India since 1784, not only to avoid every war of aggression, but also

to resist the importunity of the different native chiefs and communities to be

admitted within the pale of its protection as subjects or tributaries. There

may have been cases, although it would be difficult to indicate them, where the

prospect of gaining a political ascendancy, or too hasty apprehension of medi-

tated attack, have misled the government into hostilities which might have been

avoided, but the general history of the British empire in India is, that it has

been wantonly assailed, the unprovoked enemy has been conquered, and the

possessions wrested from him retained, not merely as a legitimate compensation,

but also on the consideration of self defence. The following concise abstract of

the British territorial possessions, with the dates of their acquisition, will furnish

a general notion of their progressive increase :—

A.D.

1639 Madras, with a territory five miles along shore, and one inland.

1664 Bombay.

1691 Fort St. David.

1696 Calcutta.

1750 }The Jaghire.

1763

1757 The 24 Pergunnahs.

1761 Chittagong, Burdwan, and Midnapoor.

1765 Bengal, Bahar, and four of the Northern Circars.

1776 The Island of Salsette.

1781 The Zemindary of Benares.

1787 The Guntoor Circar.

1799 Seringapatam.

1800 The Balaghaut Ceded Districts of Bellary and Cuddapah.

1801 Territories ceded by the Nabob of Oude, consisting of Rohilcund Bareily,
Moradabad, the Lower Doab, and the districts of Furruckabad, Alla-
habad, Caunpoor, Goruckpoor, Azimghur, &c.

1801 The Carnatic province, comprehending the whole of the Nabob of Arcot’s
territories.

1803 Delhi, Agra, the Upper Doab, Hurrianna, Saharunpoor, Merut, Alighur,
Etawah, Bundelcund, Cuttack, Balesore, Juggernauth, &c.

1803 Cessions from the Peshwa and Guicowar, in Gujerat.
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A.D.
1815 Conquests from Nepaul, consisting of the hilly country between the Sutu-

leje and Jumna, and the districts of Gurwal and Kumaon.

1816 Anjar, Mandavie, and other places in Cutch.

1818 The whole of the Peshwa’s dominions, Khandesh ; Saugur, and other places
in Malwah; Ajmeer, in Rajpootana; Sumbhulpoor, Sirgoojah, Gurrah,
Mundlah, and other cessions in Gundwana, from the Nagpoor Raja.

In A. D. 1814, the existing political system of Hindostan consisted of states
subsidiary, federative, and independent, viz.

1st. Those with whom the British government had formed subsidiary alliances, -
such as the Nizam, the Peshwa, the Guicowar, the Rajas of Mysore, Travan-
core, Cochin, and the Nabob of Oude. -The conditions of these subsidiary
alliances were, that the British government should protect the native state from
external invasion and internal dissension, but the troops assigned were not to
be employed in the civil administration or collection of the revenue. In return
for the protection thus granted, the British government received a compen-
sation in money or territory, and the subsidizing state not only undertook
to maintain a certain contingent in readiness to act with the subsidiary force,
but also engaged to abstain from all political intercourse with the other powers
of India, except in concert with the paramount authority, which undertook to
arbitrate their disputed rights. In cases of exigence, the entire resources of
the protected state to be at the command, and under the direction of the
British government.

2d. Certain -small principalities, scarcely deserving the name of substantive
powers, which enjoyed the British protection without any subsidiary connexion.
The principal members of this class were the Rajas of Bhurtpoor and Macherry,
with some other petty chiefs in the neighbourhood of Agra and Delhi, the Bun-
delcund chiefs, and the petty Seik chieftains on the frontier towards the Sutu-
leje. The Rajpoot chiefs of Jeypoor, Joudpoor, Odeypoor, Bicanere, and
Jesselmere were not included. The engagements for the protection of these
petty principalities were nearly the satme as those entered into with the greater
states, except that the British government seldom exacted any consideration for
its protection, and was not bound to maintain any special force for that
purpose.

3d. The third class consisted of acknowledged princes, such as Sindia,
Holcar, and the Nagpoor Raja, with whom the British nation was at peace, and
had a permanent ambassador (an arrangement considered by native prejudices
as the first step towards subjugation) stationed at their court.

e 2



XXXVi INTRODUCTION.

4th. Asa fourth class may be mentioned, the independent chieftains and com-
munities who had never been acknowledged as substantive powers, and towards
whom the British government was not bound by any connexion whatever. The
two classes last mentioned had always shewn a great reluctance to form any in-
dissoluble alliances, on terms that seemed calculated to interfere with the un-
restrained latitude of political action they had before enjoyed.

Since the date above specified (1814) great political changes have taken place,
the Maharatta power having been irretrievably broken by the war of 1817-18,
and the Nepaulese by that of 1815. The Peshwa, as a sovereign, has been
annihilated, and his possessions, with the exception of Satarah, incorporated
with the British dominions; the Nagpoor Raja reduced to a state of com-
plete insignificance, and Holcar deprived of all his dominiens south of the
Nerbudda. Sindia, from circumstances for which he can claim no merit,
presents no exhibition of shattered fortune, but he now stands insulated and
precluded from all extraneous assistance, not to mention the essential prostra-
tion his strength has sustained by the extinction of the Pindaries. In
reality, his future existence solely depends on his maintaining his present
amicable relations towards the British government. On the other hand, several
friendly states, such as those of Boondee, Kotah, and Bopaul, have had their
territories augmented, and the five great states of Rajpootana have been admitted
inte the federative alliance. Under such circumstances it is extremely de-
sirable that the supreme power maintain without relaxation that ecentroul over
the correspondence and intercourse of its allies and dependants with foreign
princes, which it is entitled to exercise by treaty, and which is indispensable
to its political ascendancy. On all occasions, therefore, when they are de-
sirous of making any communication to princes considered foreign by the
British government, the dispatches ought to be delivered to the Resident at
their court, by whom they would be conveyed to their destination through the
established official channels.

The following Table is an attempt to present an abstract view of the re-
lative area and population of the whole as they now exist; but the calcu-
lation must only be regarded as an approximation to the truth, the im-
perfection of the statistical documents precluding all idea of strict accuracy.
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TABLE

XXXVil

OF THE RELATIVE AREA AND POPULATION OF THE MODERN STATES

OF HINDOSTAN FOR A.D. 1820

Bengal, Bahar, and Benares . . « o e
Additions in Hindostan since A. D. 1760 .
Gurwal, Kumaon, and the tract between the Sutuleje and J umna.

Under the Bengal Presidency . . . . . . . . . .

Under the Madras Presidency .

Under the Bombay Presidency . . e e e

Territories in the Deccan, &c. acquired since 1815, and not yet
attached to any Presidency . . . .

Total under the British Government

British Allies and T'ributaries.

TheNizam . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

The Nagpoor Raja . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

The King of OQude . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

The Guicowar . ..

Kotah 6,500, Boondee 2,500, Bopaul .),0()0 e e e e

The Mysore Raja. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..

The Satarah Raja . . . . o e e e

Travancore 6,000, Cochin 2,000

Under the Rajas of Joudpoor, Jeypoor, Odeypoor, Bxcanere,
Jesselmere, and other Rajpoot chiefs; Holcar, Ameer Khan,
the Row of Cutch, and innumerable other petty native chiefs ;
Seiks, Gonds, Bheels, Coolies, and Catties, all comprehended
within the line of British protection e

Total British and their allies

Independent States. :
The Nepaul Raja . . . . et e e e e

The Ameers of Sinde . . . e e e e e e e e e
The Dominions of Sindia . . . . . . . .
The Cabul Sovereign . . . . . . . . . .

Grand total of Hindostan

The Lahore Raja (Runjeet Smgh) R

Brili;l:izun:e Population.
162,000 | 39,000,000
148,000 | 18,000,000
18,000 |- 500,000
328,000 | 57,500,000
154,000 | 15,000,000
11,000 |- 2,500,000
60,000 | 8,000,000 |
558,000 | 88,000,000
96,000 | 10,000,000 |
70,000 | 3,000,000
20,000 | 3,000,000
18,000| 2,000,000
14,000 | 1,500,000
27,000 | 8,000,000
14,000 | 1,500,000 |

8,000 | 1,000,000 |
4
283,000 | 15,000,000

1,103,000 | 123,000,000 |
53,000 | 2,000,000
50,000 | 3,000,000
24,000 | 1,000,000
40,000 | 4,000,000
10,000 | 1,000,000

1,280,000 | 134,000,000 |
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Most of the chief towns of Hindostan are now comprehended within the
British dominions, but scarcely any detailed reports of their population have
ever been published. The following estimate is composed from a variety of
documents, but must be, like the preceding table, considered only as an approxi-
mation to the reality. Those marked thus (*) belong to native powers.

Number of inhabitants. Number of inhabitants.
Benares . . . . . . 600,000 Abmedabad . . . . 100,000
Calcutta . . . . . . 500,000 *Cashmere . . . . . 100,000
Surat . . . . . . . 450,000 Furruckabad . . . . 70,000’
Patna. . . . . . . 312,000 Mirzapoor . . . . . 60,000
Madras . . . . . . 300,000 Agra . . . . . . 60,000
*Lucknow . . . . . 200,000 Bareily . . . . . . 60,000
* Hyderabad . . . . . 200,000 Burdwan . . . . . 54,000
Dacca . .. . . . 180,000 Bangalore . . . . . 50,000
Bombay . . . . . . 170,000 Chuprah . . . . . 43,000
Delhi . . . . . . . 150,000  Seringapatam . . . 40,000
Moorshedabad . . . . 150,000 Broach . . . . . . 33,000
Poona. . . . . . . 120,000 Mangalore . . . . 30,000
* Nagpoor . . . . . . 100,000 *Palhanpoor . . . . 30,000
*Baroda . . . . . . 100,000 ' '

There are many other towns such as Amritsir, Lahore, Jeypoor, Bhurtpoor,
Gualior, Juggernauth, Aurungabad, &c. of considerable size and population, but-
the particulars have never been ascertained. In 1805, according to official
returns transmitted, the total number of British born subjects in Hindostan was
31,000. Of these 22,000 were in the army as officers and privates; the civil
officers of government of all descriptions were about 2000 ; the free merchants
and mariners, who resided in India under covenant, were about 5000; the
officers and practitioners in the courts of justice 300; the remaining 1700
consisted of adventurers who had smuggled themselves out in various capacities.
Since the date above mentioned no detailed reports have been published ; but
there is reason to believe that even now the total number of British born sub-
jects in Hindostan of all descriptions is considerably under 40,000, the removal
of the restrictions on the commercial intercourse having, contrary to expectation,
added very few to the previous number. Compared with the West Indies and
other tropical regions, Hindostan may be considered a very healthy country, being
little afflicted with many distempers that are destructive in Europe; but on the
other hand it has maladies from which Europe is exempted. Cancer is nearly
unknown within the tropics, and phthisis pulmonalis is not common. Scrophula
is rare, although instances occur from particular causes, and the formation of
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the stone in the bladder is but very seldom experienced. Although the climate
does not altogether prevent the attacks of the gout, yet they are certainly less
common and severe than in cold countries. Acute rheumatism is rare between
the tropics, and the chronic kind is more easily cured than in Europe. Con-
tagious distempers, such as the yellow fever and plague, are altogether un-
known, which is a fortunate circumstance for the crowded population of the
Company’s old provinces. Within the last five years a new and very fatal
disease has visited at different periods every portion of Hindostan, and swept
off great numbers of the natives, but its virulence has latterly very much
abated, as it originally commenced, without any assignable cause, either from
improvement of climate, diet, habits, or mode of treatment. ;

The army required for the protection of these extensive provinces, and for the
retaining them under due subordination, although it presents a formidable
grand total, probably does not amount to one-fifth of the number maintained -by
the Mogul sovereigns and their functionaries, when that empire was in its zenith;
yet even under the ablest of the emperors, commotions in some quarter of their
ill-subdued territories were unceasing. The British system in India has always
been to keep the troops in a constant state of preparation for war, but never to
enter into unprovoked hostilities, or engage in any contests except those ren-
dered necessary by the principle of self-defence. Indeed for many years past the
magnitude of its acquisitions has been such as to furnish sufficient occupation.
for its exertions in coercing its numerous subjects of all descriptions and reli-
gions, and improving their internal condition. The following return of the
military forces, regular and irregular, serving in India, was laid before parliament
‘on the 22d of March, 1819:

Regulars.—King’s troops. Cavalry . . . . . . . . . . 4,692

Infantry e e 4 e e e e e e s 17,858

Total King's 22,550

East India Company’s European artillery . . . . 4,583
European infantry . . . . 3,120

Total Company's Europeans_;,703

Nativecavalry . . . . . 11,011
Native infantry . . . . . 132,815
Native artillery including gun
Lascars attached to the Eu-} 8,759
ropean artillery

152,585
Total regulars 182,838
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Irregulars . . . . . . . Nativecavalry . . . . . 7,659
Native infantry . . . . . 17,082

Total irregulars 24,741

Invalids and pensioners . . 5,875

Grand total 213,454

The British armies actually in the field during the campaign of 1818,
amounted to 95,000 men of singular efficiency, and if to each fighting man 4}
followers be added, the sum total will give an aggregate of above half a million
of souls.

The total revenue of every description, accruing to the British government in
Hindostan, in 1817-18,

Was estimatedat . . . . . . . . . 156,871,060 sicca rupees.

Add acquisitions in A.D. 1818 . . . . 14,358,953

171,230,000 or £19,862,680

In 1818, the aggregate debt of the three Presidencies amounted to 34 mil-
lions sterling, and no great reduction of that, or any other national debt, is ever
likely to take place, the expenditure always keeping pace with the increase
of revenue. Indeed, were it practicable, it is not desirable, as the amount is
not so enormous as to press on the industry of the country, and its influence
forms a bond of connexion between the monied class of natives and the British
government, which now pervades every corner of Hindostan. Its further aug-
mentation, however, ought to be most strenuously resisted.
~ For many years after the commenceinent of the British empire in India, the
unavoidable necessity of extending its conquests was one of the great disadvan-
tages attached to its dominion, for the wider they spread the more assailable did
they become. In more recent times a process exactly the reverse has taken
place, and the augmentation of territory by approaching the natural barriers of
Hindostan, in place of increasing the defensive line of frontier has actually
diminished it. Between Calcutta and the Indus there is now no hostile boun-
dary, nothing but states bound together by a sense of common interest, or a
comparatively small proportion of ill-disposed population rendered incapable of
rearing a hostile standard. But when the multiplication of points of defence is
urged, the decreased means of annoyance ought also to be taken into con-
sideration, and its new situation has not brought the British government into
contact with any state that has the power to give much trouble. All within
the Indus is consolidated under one confederation, of which the British govern-
ment is the head, while the Indus and its Desert present a barrier against
common means of aggression ;—against mighty invasions in the course of ages
no state whatever can be wholly secure. One certain benefit has already re-
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sulted to the British dominions from the new order of things, which is, immunity
from the ravages of a banditti generated and organized within the limits of Hin-
dostan, against the recurrence of which it could never be secure while an asylum
remained where the depredators could muster and refresh. Henceforward,
therefore, if dangers arise to Hindostan, they will be internal, and greatly at-
tributable to the negligence of the local governments.

In direct and authoritative controul, the dominion of the British government
extends much farther than that possessed by any prior dynasty, whether
Patan or Mogul, yet the latter, so long as they abstained from persecution, had
nothing to apprehend from the religion of the Hindoos, and history proves that
the commotions which agitated the Mahommedan monarchies chiefly arose from
their own internal dissensions, and national disputes. Neither does it appear
that any prior conqueror ever employed disciplined corps of their own country-
men in the defence of their own sovereignty, although they had to contend with
one very numerous tribe, the Hindoo ;. while the British, more advantageously
situated, have two to put in motion against each other, and in process of time
may raise up a third. Each foreign invader certainly favoured his own country-
men, but it was by bestowing on them places and high appointments, which
excited envy without essentially strengthening his domination. Besides, there-
fore, total abstinence from persecution, the British government in a powerful
corps, entirely European, and totally distinguished from the natives by colour,
language and manners, possesses a solidity and consistence much beyond any ef
the prior Mahommedan dynasties.

The dominion exercised by the British nation, notwithstanding certain im-
perfections, has, on the whole, most undoubtedly been beneficial to the great mass
of the native population; although the peculiar circumstances in which it is
placed precludes the higher classes from any participation in the superior func-
tions of the state. Indeed, the natives of India, accustomed either to absolute
command or implicit obedience, have not been practically found to make a
beneficial use of delegated authority. Strictly speaking, however, those whom
the British have superseded were themselves strangers, and attention to dates
in the perusal of the following pages will shew by how very short a tenure
most of their possessions were held. The strength of the existing government
has had the effect of securing its subjects as well from foreign depredation as
from internal commotion, advantages rarely experienced by the” subjects of
Asiatic states, which, combined with a domestic administration more just in its
principles, and executed with far greater integrity than the native one that pre-

ceded it, sufficiently account for the improvements that have taken place. On

the other hand, were the territories so unexpectedly acquired to be restored to
VOL. L. :
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the natives, we should only transfer them from a state of the profoundest internal
peace to sanguinary distractions, to profligate adventurers, and most probably
to some rival European power. We cannot now, therefore, from a principle of
justice and mercy, renounce the many millions we have so long and so effectually
protected, and with all our superior advantages there is no reason to apprehend
that the duration of the British empire shall not at the least equal that of the
Moguls. In fact, if India be hereafter lost to Britain, it will be owing to cir-
cumstances wholly extraneous to the system of government hitherto pursued,
or to some dereliction from the energy of that system. Time is certainly
wanting for the present race to forget their past habits, and to acquire informa-
tion on practical points, in which they are most deficient, for owing to the long
subsisting anarchy in Hindostan, all the relations of the community have become
confused. On the British government will devolve the task of inculcating the
principles of mild and equitable rule, distinct notions of social observances, and
a just sense of moral obligations, the progressive result of which must inevit-
ably be the adoption of a purer and more sublime system of religion.—( Cole-
brooke, Sir William Jones, F. Buchanan, Sir Henry Strachey, Prinsep; the Mar-
quis of Hastings, Erskine, C. Grant, Rennell, 5th Report, Public MS. Docw-
ments, &c. &ec. &c.) *
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HINDOSTAN.

THE PROVINCE OF BENGAL.

CHAPTER I.

GEOGRAPHICAL SITUATION, BOUNDARIES, DIMENSIONS, SQUARE CONTENTS,
TERRITORIAL SUBDIVISIONS, SURFACE OF THE COUNTRY, RIVERS; GANGES
AND BRAHMAPUTRA, PERIODICAL WINDS, SEASONS, CLIMATE, BAROMETER,
AND THERMOMETER.

Thris large province is situated towards the eastern extremity of Hindostan,
between the 21st and 27th degrees of north latitude. To the north it is bounded
by the dominions of Nepaul, the Sikkim Raja, and Bootan: to the south by the
Bay of Bengal; on the east it has Assam and the Ava, or Birman territories;
and on'the west the province of Bahar. In length (including Midnapoor), it

may be estimated at 350 miles, by 300 miles the average breadth. The follow-

ing is its geographical description by Abul Fazel in 1582.

«The Soubah of Bengal is situated in the second climate. From Chittagong
to Kurkee is 400 coss, difference of longitude; and from the northern range of
mountains to the southern extremity of Circar Madaroon (Birboom), compre-
hends 200 coss of latitude. When Orissa was added to Bengal, the additional
length was computed to be 43 coss, and the breadth 20 coss. Bengal was
originally called Bung. The Soubah of Bengal consists of 24 circars, and 787
mahals. The revenue is 14,961,482, and the Zemindars (who are mostly koits)
furnish 23,330 cavalry, 801,158 infantry, 170 elephants, 4,260 cannon, and
4,400 boats.”

In 1582, when Abul Fazel compiled the institutes of Acber, the government
extended ta Cuttack, and along the Mahanuddy River, Orissa not being then
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formed into a distinct Soubah, which appears from the arrangement of the 24
Circars, extracted from the same work.

« 1. Oudumbher, or Tandeh; 2. Jennetabad; 3. Futtehabad; 4. Mahmooda-
bad; 5. Khalifetabad ; 6. Bokla; 7. Purneah; 8. Tanjepoor; 9. Ghoraghaut;
10. Pinjerah; 11. Barbuckabad; 12. Bazooha; 13. Soonergong; 14. Silhet;
15. Chatgong; 16. Shereefabad; 17. Solimabad; 18. Satgong; 19. Madarun;
20. Jellasir; 21. Buddruck; 22. Cuttek; 23. Kullangdunpaut; 24. Raje
Mahindra. The five last are in Orissa.”

The geographical position of Bengal is singularly happy with respect to
security from the attacks of foreign enemies. Along the whole northern
frontier from Assam, westward, there runs a belt of low land from 10 to
20 miles in breadth, covered with the most exuberant vegetation, particularly
a rank weed, named in Bengal the augeah grass, which sometimes grows to the
height of 30 feet, and is as thick as a man’s wrist, and mixed with these are
tall forest trees. Beyond this belt rise the lofty mountains of northern Hin-
dostan, the population of which is thinly scattered, and was formerly esteemed
unwarlike, which opinion the recent war with the Nepaulese has tended con-
siderably to modify.

On the south of Bengal is a sea coast guarded by shellows and impenetrable
woods, with only one port, and that of extremely difficult access. It is only
on the west that any enemy is to be apprehended, and there the natural
barrier is strong, and the adjacent countries sterile and thinly peopled. The'
river Ganges intersects Bengal in a south easterly direction, and separates it into’
two territorial divisions nearly equal in extent: in case of invasion the tract to
the east of that river would be exempt from the ravages of war, and present an’
asylum to the inhabitants, especially against armies of cavalry. The north-west
is the most assailable quarter, but possesses many strong points of defence.’

The area of Bengal and Bahar is 149,217 square miles, and with Benares
not less than 162,000 square miles. The following proportions of this surface
are grounded on many surveys after making allowance for large rivers:

Rivers and lakes (one-eighth) . . . . « « +« « « « 3Parts.
Deemed irreclaimable and barren (one-sxxth) e e . 4
Site of towns and vnllagea, highways, ponds &c. (one
twenty-fourth) . . . . e Y e e e e e e
‘Free lands (three twenty-fourths) ¢
Remaining liable for revenue
In tillage (three eighths) . . . . . . . . . . . .

Waste (onessixth) . . . . . .
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The following calculation by the late Mr. Crisp gives another resuit.

According to a general estimate of Major Rennell’s, the whole of Bengal con-
tains 97,244 square miles. If from this we deduct that portion of Tiperah
which is independent, the woods called the Sunderbunds, and other wastes,
13,244 square miles, the remaining inhabited country will be equal to 84,000 ;
but the extent of waste, and surface occupied by rivers, &c. seems here greatly
underrated.

Prior to the cessions made by the Nabob of Oude in 1801, the country im-
mediately subordinate to the presidency of Calcutta, or as it is termed in the
official records, Fort William, comprehended the entire soubahs of Bengal and
Bahar, with the districts of Benares (in Allahabad) and Midnapoor (in Orissa),
besides some tracts of country which had maintained their independence even
in the most flourishing periods of the Mogul empire. The latter consisting of
the Morung, Cooch Behar, and some other sections of territory which have
become tributary since the English acquired their present influence in Bengal.
For many years after the conquest, the revenue being collected, and justice
administered, through the medium of native agents, the original Mahommedan
fiscal divisions into large Zemindaries, were allowed to continue unaltered ; but
subsequently, when it was determined to introduce an improved system of
police and jurisprudence, the province was subdivided into the following 17
districts, each of which will be found described hereafter, viz.

Backergunge, Jessore, Purneah, Tiperah,

Birboom, Mymansingh, Rajshahy, 24 Pergunnahs,
Burdwan, . Moorshedabad, Rungpoor, = Midnapoor,
Chittagong, Nuddea, Silhet, The Jungle Mahals.
Hooghly,

The first aspect of this country suggests for it the designation of a flat
champaign country. The elevated tracts it contains are only an exception to
the general uniformity, and the inundation which annually takes -place in the
regions watered by the Ganges, seems the consequence of a general descent,
and does not any further invalidate the notion of a general level. The ract of
annual inundation was anciently called Beng, whence probably the name Bengal
was derived; the upper parts of Bengal, which are not liable to inundation,
were called Barendra.

Rice, which is luxuriant in the tract of inundation, thrives in all the southern
districts; but in the ascent of the Ganges, it is observed gradually to yield the
first place in husbandry to wheat and barley. The mulberry, acclimated in the
middle districts of Bengal, shews a better defined limit where it meets the
poppy, which is peculiar to the northern and western provinces. In the opinion

B2
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of the Hindoos, the resort of the antelope sanctifies the country graced by his
presence, an opinion more connected with physical observation than with
popular prejudice. The wide and open range in which the antelope delights,
is equally denied by the forests of the mountain and the inundation of the fen.

Throughout this whole province, there are no hills to be found of any con-
siderable elevation, and but for the extreme flatness of the southern quarters,
would more deserve the name of inequalities of surface than hills. These
rising grounds are situated mostly in the districts of Birboom, Silhet, Chitta-
gong, and the eastern boundaries of Tiperah, and cover but a very small space
of the whole area. :

Bengal from its western boundary to the sea, is watered by the Ganges, and
is intersected in every direction by many navigable streams, which fall into
that river, and which will be found described along with the districts through
which they principally flow. There is no district wholly destitute of internal
navigation during the rains; and even during the driest season, there is scarcely
any part 20 miles distant from a navigable river. In most of them lakes,
rivulets, and watercourses, communicating with great rivers, conduct boats to
the peasant’s door; but his valuable produce being reaped at other seasons,
and from necessity disposed of as soon as gathered, he derives less benefit from
the inland water communication, than the survey of its extent would lead us to
suppose. Land carriage conveys the great part of produce from the place of its
growth to that of its embarkation on the Ganges.

In a country so level as Bengal, and where a great proportion of the soil con-
sists of loose materials, upon which running water has a powerful action, the
rivers aré not only gradually and constantly changing their places, by wearing
away different portions of their banks, but very often a small obstacle placed
in one of their channels, forces the water to form another, and as that by degrees
becomes wider, the first is left empty in the dry season, or ceasing to have a
current forms a stagnant marsh. This old bed usually retains its original name
among the neighbouring dwellers, who continue to perform their religious
ceremonies in the same places that their ancestors'did. This has been a source
of infinite trouble to European geographers, who endeavouring to trace a great
river from where it joins the sea to its remote source, by its principal channel,
are surprised to find that it loses its name altogether, or, that another river,
after having for some part lost its original name, if traced further is found again
to resume. it. _ '

Another circumstance also tends to perplex European geographers, which
is, when in tracing a river they find, that an inconsiderable stream falling into
the main channel changes its name, and that the source of the- smaller stream
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is obstinately considered by the natives as being the source of the river,
having either been the ﬁrst to which they had access, or having at one period
been the largest. -

These changesin the courses of rivers are evidently attended with conmderable
loss, the new channel being so much land lost, while the old one exists as a
lake or marsh. The vicinity of the new course is deluged, owing to the small-
ness of the channel, and the banks of the old lose their fertility, and the means
of transporting their produce to market. Towns must consequently disappear,
and the uncertainty of their place of abode seems ene of the reasons, which
prevent the inhabitants of Bengal from building more substantial and com-
fortable houses. The forming of new cuts therefore for the purposes of
commerce, seems on this account hazardous, and, except near the sea, should
be generally avoided. Sudden changes, however, cannot be altogether pre- -
vented, yet one great cause of their commencement, the trees that fall into the
river, might be removed, and to render this effectual, the proprietor should
be compelled to remove all trees growing within 20 feet of a mouldering bank.

The gradual changes that are constantly taking place in the Bengal rivers,
are attended with much inconvenience to the landholders; one person’s
property being carried away, and that of another enlarged, while the land tax
on both continues the same. It results from this, that the first becomes unable
to liquidate his arrears to government, while the other being suddenly enriched,
acquires habits of expense, which on the next aberration of the river he is
unable to relinquish. No buildings intended for duration are raised on so
unstable a foundation, so that the wealthy-so situated, have little comfort in
their dwellings, and the country is destitute of ornament. With regard to those
of the poorer classes, a village in Bengal is removed 4 or 5 miles with very little
inconvenience, such a change of place being considered as.an ordinary casualty,
frequently occasioned by an unseasonable shower. These migrations affect the
inhabitants but very little, for even in common there are not many houses that
last three years; partly owing to the slightness of the materials, and partly to
the frequency of fires.

The prineipal rivers of Bengal are the:

Ganges, Teesta, Cosi,
Brahmaputra, Kooram,. Conki,
Roopnarrain, Korotoya,. Manas.
Dummooda, Manas,

But the two first, from their magnitude and importance in the estimation of
the natives, are entitled to more detailed descriptions than the smaller streams,
which. will, however, be noticed respectively in the course of the work, when
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the districts through which they flow come under examination. There are no.
lakes in Bengal resembling those of Scotland or Canada, but there are a profusion
of extensive jeels, which may be either denominated shallow lakes, or deep
morasses. A great proportion of these in the driest part of the season contain
little water, but during the rains present immense sheets over which boats of the
greatest burthen may be navigated, and some jeels are navigable to a certain extent
during the whole year. There is reason to believe, that nearly all these stagnant
sheets of water, rest, in what were at a remote period the channels of large rivers,
which have since altered their courses, and now flow in another direction.

In 1815 the total sum authorized by the Bengal government to be expended for
the repairs of embankments was 247,457 rupees, and the districts in which it was
principally disbursed were the following, abstracting from the sums the fractional
parts; viz. ~
"Burdwan - 46,000 rupees. Hidjellee - 27,000 rupees.

Moorshedabad 26,000 Tumlook - 30,000
Midnapoor - 30,000 24 Pergunnahs 11,000
Cuttack - 24,000 Allahabad - - 3,000
Jessore - 18,000 Tirhoot - 3,000

Rajshahy - 27,000
THE GANGES.

Prior to the commencement of the 19th century the Ganges had been traced
by Hindoo pilgrims from Hindostan into the snowy mountains, which run in a
direction north-west to south-east, on the frontiers of India: and, on the side of
Tibet, had been approached by Lama surveyors, whose route terminated at
Kentaisse, a range of snowy mountains on the west and south of Tibet. The
intervening space was a region of conjecture and romance; whether a vast tract
of Alpine country interposed, or simply a ridge of lofty mountains, clothed in
eternal snow, which last proposition seemed the most probable.

Until 1807 all the maps represented the river as flowing within the Himalaya
chain of snowy mountains, many hundred miles, from an imaginary lake named
Mapama to Gangoutri. This course appeared to Mr. Colebrooke, and to the late
Lieut. Col. Colebrooke, torest on very slender foundations. They thought it very
improbable that a stream less than the Alacananda, as the Bhagirathi was repre-
sented to be, should have its source so much more remote than the larger stream ;
and, that flowing (as was supposed), for many hundred miles through a mountainous
region, it should receive no greater accession from mountain torrents. Praun
Poori, the Sanyassi, had before this also declared, that the river at Gangoutri,
which had been visited by him on his return from Cashmere was so narrow, that
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it might be leaped over, which is incompatible with the notion of a distant source
of the river. So narrow a stream could only be a mere brook or rivulet, whose
remotest source, these gentlemen conjectured, must be only a few miles distant.

To verify or disprove these assertions, Lieutenant Webb was sent by the
Bengal government in 1808, to survey the sources of the Ganges, and the infor-
mation he acquired determined him to assign them a situation south of the
Himalaya mountains. His reasons for adopting this opinion he has published,
the principal of which are:

1st. That it had been universally experienced during his journey, that the
supply of water from springs and tributary streams was sufficient in a course of
8 or 10 miles, to swell the most minute rivulet into a considerable and unfordable
stream.

2ndly. The courses of the Ganges and Alacananda rivers were followed, until
the former becomes a shallow and almost stagnant pool, and the latter a small
stream, and both having in addition to springs and rivulets, a considerable addition
from the thawing of the snow. It is therefore concluded from analogy, that the
sources of these rivers could be little if at all removed from the station where
these remarks were collected.

No doubt therefore can remain, that the different branches of the river above
Hurdwar take their rise on the southern side of the highest ridge of snowy moun-
tains; and it is presumable, that all the tributary streams of the Ganges, including
the Sarjeu or Goggra, and the Jumna, whose most conspicuous fountain is at
a little distance from the Ganges, also rise on the southern side of that chain of
mountains.

Every account agreed that the source of the Ganges was more remote than the
place called Gangoutri, which is merely the point whence it issues from Himalaya,
but not as related, through a secret cavern or passage resembling a cow’s mouth,
beyond which place the current was still perceptible, although the access was so
difficult, as to arrest the progress of the European travellers. The Moonshee,
however, having the additional stimulus of religious zeal, penetrated several
miles beyond Gangoutri, and in the course of his journey frequently crossed the
Ganges on bridges composed of one or two fir trees laid across it from bank to
bank. In his field book (published in the Asiatic Researches) he has noted the
breadth of the river where last seen by him ; but at Gangoutri he describes the
expansion of the stream as 40 cubits wide by about two deep, with scarcely any
current.

After leaving the post where the European travellers stopped, (17 miles distance
from Gangoutri) the Moonshee saw several villages, such as Salung, Cuchian,
Tuwara, Kanela, Jhala, Cachora and Dhevali, the last containing 25 huts, five of
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which were inhabited ; and in the course of 20 miles horizontal distance, the
Ganges received the following streams, besides several rivulets and mountain
torrents :

The Soar, The Deorani, The Shinan,
Tiar, » Lotgarh, Gongi,
Khotmari, Jelari, Harsila, )
~ Revi, Bhela, Gangasarti,
Calyani, Choraki, Laconya, and
Runka, " Pachahar, Jahni Ganga, (flowing with
Malicha, Gangotri,. great rapidity)
Bhangeli, Nibani.

As the Moonshee proceeded upwards after leaving Gangoutri, the river was
occasionally perceived among the snow; but at the distance of 3 miles from
that place the snow so completely filled its bed, that it could neither be seen nor
_ the sound of its current heard, and the superincumbent snow being soiled
appeared like a cultivated field. Five hundred yards further on the sacred river
again showed itself; but in front was a steep mountain rising up like a huge wall,
from an angle of which the Ganges appeared to issue, but all beyond was an
impenetrable mass of snow. The height of the place where Captain Hodgson
halted, near to which the Ganges issues from under the great showy bed, was
calculated to be 12,914 feet above the level of the sea.

Such is the disappearance of the Bhagirathi, or sanctified branch of the Ganges,
as described by the pious and persevering Moonshee; butcertainly the Dauli ought
to be considered the main stream of the Ganges, if length of course be entitled
to that distinction : for the Dauli proceeds from the very base of the highest ridge
of the enormous Himalaya chain, and one of its tributary streams issues from the
pass which leads through these mountains, whereas the Alacananda, (the next
longest branch), has its source in the inferior hills short of the snowy mountains.

From Gangoutri the Ganges has' the upper part of its course among the moun-
tains, flowing from the south of east, to the north of west, and it is only from
Sookie, where it fairly pierces through the Himalaya, that it assumes a course of
about south 20° west to Hurdwar, where it issues from the mountains, and from
thence to its conflux with the Jumna at Allahabad, the first large river that joins
it in Hindostan proper, the bed of the Ganges is generally from a mile to a mile
" and a quarter wide. From hence its course becomes more winding, and its bed
wider, until having successively received the Goggra, the Soane, and the Gun-
duck, besides many smaller streams, its channel attains its full width, as it after-
wards becomes so narrow in some parts as half a mile; and, where no islands
interpose, is in some places three miles wide. When at its lowest, the principal
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channel varies from 400 yards to 1§ miles wide, but is commonly about £ of a
mile in breadth.

The Ganges is fordable at some places above its conflux with the Jumna, but the
navigation is never interrupted. At 500 miles from the sea the channel is 30 feet
deep, when the river is at its lowest, which depth continues to-the sea, where the
sudden expansion of the stream deprives it of the force necessary to sweep away
the bars of sand and mud, thrown across it by the strong southerly winds, so that
the principal branch of the Ganges cannot be entered by large vessels.

It might be expected that this immense river, fed by innumerable sources and
springing from what are probably the highest mountains in the world, would in
the spring receive large additions from the melting of the snow, and consequently
increase in bulk. Some of the branches exhibit such increase ; but the augmen-
tation is in general by no means considerable. The melting of the snow undoubt-
edly contributes to enlarge the river, but is not sufficient to counteract other
causes tending to its diminution, so that at any considerable distance from the
sources of the Ganges, as at Patna, any cause affecting these sources produces no
sensible change in the height of the waters.

About 200 miles from the sea, but 300 reckoning the windings of the river,
commences the Delta of the Ganges. .The two westernmost branches, named
the Cossimbazar and Jellinghy rivers, unite and form what is afterwards named
the Hooghly or Bhagirathi river, which forms the port of Calcutta, and the only
branch of the Ganges that is commonly navigated by ships. Below the channel
named the Sangti Mohana, where the Ganges sends off these two branches, which
go to Calcutta, the main stream among the natives loses not only its name, but
the greater part of its sanctity. The Cossimbazar river is almost dry from
October to May; the Jellinghy river, although a stream runs in it during the
whole year, is in some years unnavigable during two or three of the driest months;
so that the only secondary branch of the Ganges that is at all times navigable for
boats, is the Chandnah river, which separates at Moddapoor, and terminates in
the Hooringgotta river. That part of the Delta bordering on the sea is composed
- of a labyrinth of creeks and rivers, named the Sunderbunds, which, including the
rivers that bound it, give an expansion of 200 miles to the branches of the Ganges
atits junction with the sea. '

The descent of this river is about nine inches per mile; but the windings are
so great as to reduce the declivity to less than 4 inches per mile. In the dry-
season the mean rate of motion is less than 3 miles per hour. In the wet
season, and while the waters are draining off from the inundated lands, the
current runs from 5 to 6 miles an hour, and there are instances of its running 7
and 8 in particular situations.

VOL. I. c
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The Ganges owes part of its increase to the rain that falls in the mountains,
although it does not appear to be much affected by melting of the snow early
in spring. The sum total of its rising is 32 feet, out of which it rises 15} feet,
by the latter end of June, and the rainy season does not properly begin in
most of the flat countries until about that time. In the mountains the rains
begin early in April, and by the end of that month, when the rain water has
reached Bengal, the rivers begin to rise by very slow degrees, the increase
being only one inch per day for the first fortnight. It then gradually augments
to 2 and 3 inches before any quantity of rain has fallen in the countries; and
when the rain becomes general, its increase, at a medium, is 5 inches per day.
By the latter end of July all the lower parts of Bengal, contiguous to the
Ganges and Brahmaputra, are overflowed, and form an inundation of more
than 100 miles in width, nothing appearing but villages and trees, and here and
there the artificial site of an abandoned village appearing like an island.

Owing to the quantity of rain that falls in Bengal, the lands in general are
overflowed to a considerable height long before the bed of the river is filled, the
ground adjacent to the river bank, to the extent of some miles, being higher
than the rest of the country. There are particular tracts guarded from inunda-
tion by dikes, which are kept -up at an enormous expense; yet do not always
succeed, owing to the want of tenacity in the soil of which they are com-
posed. It is calculated that the length of these dikes, collectively, exceeds
1000 miles.

Table of the increase of the Ganges and its branches.

At Jellinghy. At Dacca.

. InMayitrose . . . . . . . 6ft.Oin. . . . . 2ft.4in
June . . . . .. ... 9 6 . . . . 4 6
Juy . . . . .. .. .12 6 .. . . 6 6
In the first halfof August . . . 4 O A B b |
Feet 32 0 ~Feet 14 3

The inundation is nearly at a stand in Bengal for some days preceding the
15th of August, when it begins to run off, although great quantities of rain
continue to fall during August and September; but a decrease of rain has by
this time taken place to the north, and a consequent deficiency in the supply
to keep up the inundation. The daily decrease of the Ganges, during the
latter half of August and September, is from 3 to 4 inches ; from September to
the end of November it gradually lessens from 3 inches to 13 inches; and, from
November to the end of April, is only half an inch per day at a medium. '

Approaching the sea, from the limits to which the tide reaches, the height of
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the periodical increase gradually diminishes, until it totally disappears at the
point of confluence with the sea. The ocean preserving at all times the same
level, necessarily influences the level of the waters that communicate with it.
At Luckipoor there is a difference of about 6 feet, between the height at the
different seasons; at Dacca, and places adjacent, 14; and at Custee, of 31
feet. -The latter place is about 240 miles from the sea, by the course of the
river; and the surface of the river there, during the dry season, is 80 feet above
the level of the sea at high water.

The quantity of water discharged by the Ganges in one second of time, during
the dry season, is 80,000 cubic feet; but the river when full, having twice the
volume of water in it, and its motion being accelerated in the proportion of
5 to 3, the quantity discharged at that season is 405,000 cubic feet. Taking
the medium of the whole year, it will be nearly 180,000 cubic feet per second of
time. When the inundation is drawing off, the quantity of sand and seil held in
suspension by the waters of the Ganges is so great, that in the year 1794,
one of the mouths of the Bhagirathi, that opened at Sadigunge, in Bengal,
nearly opposite to Sooty, full five miles in length, was filled up to nearly on a
level with the contiguous country in the course of a week, although it must
have contained above 900,000,000 solid feet.

In Bengal the banks of the Ganges exhibit a variety of appearances, according
to the nature of the soil, or the degree of force with which the current strikes
against them. In those parts, where the velocity of the stream is greatest, and
the soil extremely loose, they become perpendicular, and tumble in so fre-
quently, as to render it dangerous to approach them. The bank is often
excavated into a number of deep bays, with projecting points between them,
round which the current rushes with great rapidity; but is considerably
slackened, and has even a retrograde motion, in the interior part of the gulf.
In the higher parts, where a conker soil (a hard, reddish, calcareous earth,) pre-
vails, the banks of the Ganges are not so liable to be undermined.

The Rajemal hills, from which several rocky points project into the river, as
Sicrygully, Pointy, and Pattergotta, have for ages opposed effectually the
encroachments of the river. The depth of the water in the navigable part of
the Ganges, not far from Colgong, is frequently upwards of 70 feet; yet in this
neighbourhood new islands have risen to more than 20 feet above the level
of the stream. The quantity of land that has been destroyed by the river in the
course of a few years, from Colgong to Sooty, will amount, on a moderate
calculation, to 40 square miles, or 25,000 square acres; but this is in a great
measure counterbalanced, by the alluvion that has taken place on the opposite

c2 :
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shore, and by the new island of Sundeep, which alone contains above 10
square miles.

In its course through the plains the Ganges receives 11 rivers, some of which
are equal to the Rhine, none smaller than the Thames, besides a great many
others of lesser note. The largest tributary streams to the Ganges in Bengal
and Bahar, are the Goggra, the Soane, and the Cosa. Such of these rivers as
are narrowest, are remarkable for their windings; the larger rivers having a
tendency to run in more direct lines.

Within the space of 100 miles, the Ganges, by the winding of its course,
is calculated to increase the distance to 125 miles.

The Goggra, or Dewa, to 112 miles.

The Hooghly, from Calcutta to Nuddea, increases from 60 to 76 miles.

The Goomty, from its outlet upwards, from 100 to 175 miles.

The Issamutty and Jaboona, from Dewangunge to Bansetullah, increase from
100 to 217 miles. T

Although the sources of the Brahmaputra have never been explored, it is
probable they are not very far separated from those of the Ganges. From hence
they direct their courses towards opposite quarters, until they are more than
1200 miles asunder; but afterwards meet and intermix their waters before they
join the sea, the Ganges having then performed a journey, including the
windings, of about 1500 miles.

It is only that part of the river which lies in a line from Gangoutri, where
its feeble stream issues from the Himalaya, to Sagor island, below Calcutta,
that is particularly sacred, and named the Gunga, or Bhagirathi. The Hooghly
river therefore of European geographers is considered the true Ganges; and
the great branch that runs east to join the Brahmaputra, is, by the Hindoos
called Puddah (Padma) or Padmawati, and is not by them esteemed equally
sacred. Although the water of the whole river from Gangoutri to Sagor is holy,
yet there are places more eminently sacred than the rest, and to these pilgrims
from a distance resort to perform their ablutions, and to take up the water that
is used in their ceremonies. Wherever this river runs from the south to the
north, contrary to the usual direction, it is considered peculiarly holy, and
is called Uttarbahini.

The most sanctified of the holy places, are certain Prayags, or junctions of
rivers, of which Allahabad, where the Ganges and Jumna unite, is esteemed the
principal, and by way of distinction named simply Prayag. The others are
situated in Northern Hindostan, in the province of Serinagur or Gurwal, at the
confluence of the Alacananda, with different small rivers, and are named
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Devaprayaga, Rudraprayaga, Carnaprayaga, and Nandaprayaga. The other
sacred places are Hurdwar, where the river first escapes from the mountains;
Uttara Janagiri, a short distance below Monghir ; and Sagor island, at the mouth
of the Calcutta river, or Hooghly. Besides its sanctity, the Ganges is much
esteemed for its medicinal properties, and is on this account drank by many
Mahommedans. In 1792, Abd ul Hakeem, the reigning Nabob of Shahnoor,
near the west coast of India, although a Mahommedan, never drank any other
water. -

In the Hindoo mythology, Ganga (the Ganges) is described as the daughter
of the great mountain Himavata; her sister, Ooma, as the spouse of Mahadeva,
the destroying power.

She is called Ganga on account of her flowing through Gang, the earth; she
is called Jahnavi, from a choleric Hindoo saint, whose devotions she interrupted
on her passage to the sea, when in a fit of displeasure he drank her entirely
up; but was afterwards induced by the humble supplications of the devas
(demigods) to discharge her by his ears. She is called Bhagirathi, from the
royal devotee Bhagaratha, who by the intensity and austerity of his devotions,
brought her from heaven to earth, from whence she proceeded to the infernal
regions, there to reanimate the ashes of some of his ancestors. And lastly, she
is called Triputhaga, on account of her proceeding forward in three different
directions, watering the three worlds, heaven, earth, and the infernal regions.

According to the Brahminical mythology, the sea, although dug before the
descent of the Ganges from heaven, is, by the Hindoos, supposed to have been
empty of water. In the British courts of justice throughout Bengal, the Ganges
water is used to swear witnesses, in the same manner as the Evangelists are put
into the hands of Christians, and the koran into those of Mahommedans; but
many respectable Hindoos refuse to comply with this ceremony, alleging that
on such occasions it is forbidden to touch the Ganges water, a Salgram, or a
Brahmin. When such cases occur, if the person be of good character, the
judges permit him to give his evidence, in the way most consistent with his
prejudices.—( Rennell, Colebrooke, Col. Colebrooke, Webbe, Raper, the Moon-
shee, F. Buchandn, Ramayuna, Ward, &c. &c. &c.)

THE Braumarutra (Som of Brahma) River. The Brahmaputra is the
largest river of India, yet amongst the least sacred, and is known in Tibet by
the name of the Sanpoo. The sources of this vast current have never been ex-
plored, but it is probable they will be found in the tract of elevated land, be-
tween the Himalaya and Cailas ranges of mountains, adjacent to Lake Manas-
arovara, and at no very great distance from those of the Ganges, Indus, and
Sutuleje. From hence the river takes its course €astward through the country
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of Tibet, or southern Tartary, where it is known by the name of Sanpoo, or
Zanchoo, which is understood to mean ¢ the river,” in the same manner as
Ganga with the Brahminical Hindoos. In its course eastward it passes to the
north of Diggarcheh, or Teshoo Loomboo, the residence of the Teshoo Lama,
where it is styled Eechoomboo, and thence flows in a wide expanded bed,
through many channels, and forming a multitude of islands. 1Its principal
channel near to Teshoo Loomboo, is narrow, deep, and never fordable. In
this country it receives the tributary waters of the Pacnomchieu, and various
streams from the south, and probably others from the north, unless the surface,
as has been suspected, then declines to the north. Proceeding east it passes
Lassa, about 30 miles to the south, and taking a vast circuit round the moun-
tains is again lost to European knowledge, but is conjectured to approach
within 220 miles of Yunan, the most western province of China, where (about
96° E.) making a sudden curve to the south, it again reappears in Assam, into
which country it is supposed to descend by a series of cataracts, and up to
which it is said to be navigable. ,

On reaching Assam the Brahmaputra turns nearly due west, and receives a
copious supply of water from that region of rivers. About 104 miles above
Gohati, in longitude 91° 48 E., it separates into two branches, of which the
northern is by far the greatest, and retains the name, while the southern is called
Kolong ; they enclose an island five days’ journey in length, and about one in
width. Proceeding west it approaches the British possessions, where, after
reaching the frontiers of Bengal, for above 20 miles it has the kingdom of Assam
on its northern bank, while the southern forms part of British India. About
Goalpara, the frontier town, its expanse is magnificent, and the scenery grand ;
but the water is extremely dirty, and the surface, during the floods, covered
with a dusky foam, intermixed with logs of wood, vast floats of reeds, and a
great variety of dead bodies, especially those of men, deer, and oxen, which are
scarcely less offensive to the senses, than the half-burned human carcasses on
the banks of the sacred Ganges.

Having penetrated through Assam, the Brahmaputra rushes to the notice of
Europeans in the Rungpoor district, with increased volume, and a channel at
least a mile broad, and when not incumbered with islands, continues nearly of
the same width; but in several places these subdivide the channel into many
parts, and enlarge its size, so that from bank to bank, there is often a distance
of 5 miles. In the dry season, in this part of its course, the water no where
fills the channel, even where narrowest; in the wet season, except where there
are a few scattered hills, the river everywhere overflows its banks, and in many
parts deluges an extent of from 20 to 30 miles, insulating such small hills as are
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in the vicinity. In the Rungpoor district the rise of the Brahmaputra usually
commences in April, and in the beginning of May increases still further. This
may be partly owing to the melting of snow in the mountains; but in general
the swelling of the river, and the inundation, are chiefly effected by the rains
in the immediate neighbourhood. A few fair days always diminish its size, and
it never rises much except after very heavy rain. The rapidity and bulk of the
river continue gradually to increase, and it attains its greatest elevation about
the beginning of August, towards the end of which it subsides, and the current
loses much of its force. The inundation contracts at the same time; and,
although the river usually rises once or twice in September and the beginning
of October, it has never been known in these months to pass beyond the bounds
of its regular channel. Within the limits of Bengal the Brahmaputra is not
fordable at any season; but its navigation is rendered difficult by the great
number of sand banks, and the trunks of trees half buried in its bed. Within
the British territories, the numberless islands and channels are undergoing
incessant changes; and the like mutations may be expected to continue.

After entering Bengal, the Brahmaputra makes a circuit round the western
point of the Garrow mountains, and then altering its course to the south in the
Dacca province, is joined by the Megna, which although not the tenth part of its
magnitude, most unaccountably absorbs its name, and communicates its own to
the huge mass of waters, until they intermix with those of the Ganges, near the
Bay of Bengal. In 1809, the Brahmaputra threatened, by a change of its
course, to carry away all the vicinity of Dewangunge, and perhaps to force its
way into the Nattore Jeels, in the Rajshahy district, which would very much
disturb the modern geography of Bengal. The course of this river, including
the windings, may be estimated at 1650 miles; but it is the fate of the Brahma-
putra to penetrate a rude climate and barren soil, seldom approaching the
habitations of civilized man, while the Ganges, on the contrary, flows along a
fertile territory, and through rich and polished nations. Yet they meet at last in
the same gulf of the ocean, so that they are not only nearly related in their birth,
but united in their termination.

During its journey through Bengal, the Brahmaputra bears so intimate a relation
to the Ganges, that one description suits both, except that during the last sixty
miles above their junction, under the name of Megna it forms a stream which
is regularly from 4 to 5 miles wide, and but for its freshness might pass for an arm
of the sea. The union of these two mighty rivers below Luckipoor, now forms
a gulf, interspersed with many islands, some equal in size to the Isle of Wight.
The bore, which is a sudden and abrupt influx of the sea into a river or narrow
strait, prevails in the principal branches of the Ganges, and in the Megna; but
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the Hooghly river and the passages between the islands and sands situated in the
gulf formed by the confluence of the Ganges and Brahmaputra, are more subject
to it than the other rivers. Notwithstanding its immense magnitude, the latter
until 1765 was unknown in Europe as a capital river of India, nor did it ever
among the Hindoos attain the same reputation for sanctity, or conciliate the same
interest, as its female neighbour, the Ganges. In Assam it is’ named Lusit or
Luhit, and in sanscrit is called Luhityo, as well as Brahmaputra. The name last
mentioned signifies-the son of Brahma, the creator of the world, and its vast bulk
might in a figurative sense entitle it to that appellation; but such is not the de-
rivation given by Hindoo mythologists. According to these sages, it owes its
origin to an intrigue which took place between Brahma and Omegha, the wife of
a holy man named Santona, the particulars of which on account of their extrava-
gant indeéency do not admit of narration.—(F. Buchanan, Turner, Rennell,
&c. &c.)

Mecxa River. This is formed by the junction of numerous streams issuing
from the mountains which form the northern and eastern boundaries of the Silhet
district, but its course is short, and its bulk small, untjl its confluence with the
Brahmaputra, about lat. 24° 10" N. after which it absorbs the name of the latter
and communicates its own. Eighteen miles south-east from Dacca it is joined
by the Issamutty, bringing the collected waters of the Dullasery, Boorigunga (or
old Ganges), Luckia, and many smaller streams, the aggregate forming an expanse
of water resembling an inland sea. From hence the course of the Megna is S.S.E.
until it approaches the sea, when its volume is augmented by the great Ganges ;
and they conjointly roll their muddy tide into the Bay of Bengal. Many islands
are formed from the sediment deposited by this vast body of water, among which
number are Dukkinshahabazpoor (30 miles by 12), Hattia, Sundeep, and Baminy. '

The sand and mud banks extend 30 miles beyond these islands, and rise in
many places within a few feet of the surface. Some future generation will pro-
bably see these banks rise above water, and succeeding ones possess and cultivate
them ; but while the river is forming new islands at its mouth, it is sweeping
away and altering old ones in the upper part of its course. In the channels
between the islands, the height of the bore (the perpendlcular influx of the tide)
is said to exceed 12 feet. After the tide is fairly past the islands, the bore is but
little seen, except in some narrow channels formed by sand banks; the breadth of
the main stream admitting the influx of the tide without any lateral compression,
( Rennell, &c. &c.)

The periodical winds that prevail in the Bay of Bengal, extend their influence
over the flat country, until they are diverted by chains of mountains into another
direction, nearly correspondent, however, with the course of the Ganges; for
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when a province is intersected by very large rivers, it is probable that the winds
are much affected by their course. In the south of Bengal, the prevailing winds
are north and south; in Bahar they are east and west, and the same takes place
in Assam, following the direction of the great river Brahmaputra. In Bengal
northerly and southerly winds blow alternately, during unequal portions of the
year, over that quarter of the province which faces the head of the bay. The
seasons of Bengal conform nearly with these changes of the prevailing winds,
and are commonly distinguished by the terms cold, hot, and rainy.

In the beginning of April, and sometimes earlier, particularly in the south-eastern
quarter of Bengal, there are frequent storms of thunder, lightening, wind and
rain, from the north-west quarter, which happen more frequently towards. the
close of the day than at any other time. During this season much attention and
care is required in navigating the large rivers. These squalls moderate the heat,
and continue until the sétting in of the periodical rains, which generally com-
mence in the beginning of June. If the rains break up early in September, the
weather is intensely hot, and the inhabitants, especially the European part,
become very sickly. The natives from the result of their own experience assign
six seasons to the year, each containing two months. The spring and dry season
occupy four months, during which the heat progressively increases, until it becomes
almost intolerable, even to those born in the country. In the middle districts it
is lessened by occasional thunder storms, named north-westers; and, in the
eastern, milder showers of rain are still more frequent and refresh the atmos-
phere. : :

The scorched inhabitants are at length relieved by the rainy season, which in
general commences nearly at the same time throughout the whole province.
During the first two months the rain is heavy and continual. In this period an
interval of many successive days is rare, and the rain pours with such force and
perseverance, that three, four, and even five inches of water have been known to
fall in a single day. In the two following months the intermissions are more
frequent, and of longer duration, and the weather more sultry. The rivers, and
especially the Ganges, which begin to rise even before the commencement of the
rainy season, continue to increase during the two first months of it, and the
Ganges reaches its greatest height in the third. By this time the rivers of Bengal
are swollen, and the Delta of the Ganges overflowed. The average annual fall
of rain in the lower parts of Bengal, is seldom short of 70, and as rarely exceeds
80 inches.

At the approach of winter the rivers begin to decrease, the showers cease to
fall, and the inundation gradually drains off and evaporates. Fogs, the natural
consequence of such evaporation in cold weather, are frequent in most parts of
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Bengal proper. Dew, at this season, is every where abundant and penetrating ;
and, in the higher latitudes of India, as well as in the mountainous tracts of it,
frost and extreme cold are experienced. Even in the flat country ice is obtained
by the simple artifice of assisting evaporation in porous vessels, although the
atmosphere be much warmer than the freezing temperature. Throughout the
whole winter in Bengal, dews continue cepious, and greatly assist vegetation,
affording nearly as much moisture as corn requires in a soil so loose.

As the damp of the climate cannot be ascribed to any inherent moisture of the
soil, it must originate from causes on or above the surface: to the want of a
general system of drainage in a level country, to the luxuriant vegetation, and
to the closeness of the woods, which not being adequately opened obstruct the
ventilation of the country, and retain a redundant and unwholesorie quantity of
moisture, amidst rotten leaves and putrid vegetable substances. In the cold
and dry seasons the heavy dews are probably not more than sufficient to supply
the daily exhaustion of the sun, and probably rather contribute to salubrity
than otherwise. Under these circumstances, the principal experiments should
be directed to draining on a general plan, and the cutting of broad straight roads
through the forests and jungles, as much as possible in the direction of the pre-
vailing winds.

The great variety of lofty flower and fruit bearing trees, and the luxuriant
bamboos, by which the cottages are shaded, would render their situations delight-
ful, did not rank weeds and bushes shoot up with increasing vigour in every corner .
that is not in constant cultivation, prevent all circulation of air, preserve a
constant damp noisome vapour, and harbour a great variety of loathsome and
pemicious animals. The poverty, shyness, and indolence of the natives, espe-
cially the two former, prevent them from removing these nuisances. They are
fond of having their houses buried in a thicket which skreens their females from
view. Besides this the adjoining thickets are their retreats on all occasions,
which aggravates the other vile smells.

In this province the barometer is very stationary, and seemingly unaffected by
changes of temperature, for here, as in most countries near the tropics, the baro-
meter has a very confined range, and does not vary with the fluctuations of the
temperature, owing to contrary but equal variations of density and elasticity of
the air, and other countervailing causes not yet investigated. In Bengal, the
column of mercury stands within a few tenths of an inch of the same height, at
all seasons of the year, and exhibits, but within narrower limits, the phenomenen
of diurnal tides, which also do not correspond with -the rise and fall of the ther-
mometer. Towards the end of February the barometer does not vary in
Bengal so much as the tenth of an inch above or below 30 inches, while the
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thermometer in the shade ranges ten degrees (from 70° to 80%), and much more
in an open exposure, between morning and noon. In the months of December
and January, the season when the column of mercury is at its maximum, the
mean elevation of the barometer is 30. 07, while that of the thermometer is 68°.
(Colebrooke, F. Buchanan, Rennell, Abul Fazel, East, &c. &c.)

CHAPTER 1II.

SOIL, SUBSTRATA, MINERALS, INUNDATION, AGRICULTURE, HUSBANDRY, MODES
OF CULTIVATION, VEGETABLE PRODUCTIONS, STAPLE PRODUCTIONS, SUGAR,
TOBACCO, SILK, COTTON, INDIGO, AND RICE.

Tuke general soil of Bengal is clay, with a considerable proportion of silicious
sand fertilized by various salts, and by decayed substances, animal and vegetable.
In the flat country sand is everywhere the basis of this stratum of productive
earth, which indicates an accession of soil on land which has been gained by the
dereliction of the water. A period of 30 years scarcely covers the barren sand
with soil sufficient to fit it to reward the labours of the husbandmen, the lapse of
half a century does not remove it half a span from the surface. In tracts which
are annually inundated the progress is more rapid, because the superincumbent
water, having clay in solution, deposits it in the process of evaporation. Run-
ning water deposits sand, and keeps the clay, calcareous matter, and other fer-
tilizing substances suspended. If the variable proportions of clay and sand,
and the circumstance of frequent alterations in the channels of rivers be con-
sidered, great inequalities of soil may be expected although it be composed of
few substances.

In May 1814, a boring was commenced near the river Hooghly, in the vicinity

-of Calcutta, in search of a spring of pure water, which although unsuccessful,
furnished so much satisfactory information relative to the under strata of Bengal,
that it has been deemed expedient to insert here the table of the different pro-
portions, which may be considered applicable to the provmce generally —

2ft. Oft. dry earth and brick-dust.
8 to 6 inclusive; dry sand with a little clay.
-7 — 21 blue clay with sand more or less.
22 — 31 blue clay with sheer coal.
D2



20 THE PROVINCE [sUBSTRATA.
32ft. to 52ft. blue clay with alittle rotten wood.

53 — 56 blue clay with coal.

57 — very stiff blue clay, with a little gravel (conker).

58 — 61 the same, but the gravel mixed with greenish clay.

62 — the same without the greenish clay mixture.

63 — 65 very stiff blue clay, with a little yellow clay, mixed with a
little conker.

66 — 68 the same, but yellow sand in place of clay.

69 — 70 stiff blue clay, with a little yellowish sand and clay.

71 — 76 damp reddish clay, with a quarter of sand, with a yellow tinge
from 73.

77 — 84 yellow reddish clay, mixed with sand with a little talc.

85 — 92 yellow clay mixed with sand.

93 — 96 yellow sand inclining to clay.

97 — 100 blue clay with yellow sand.
100 — 102 lead coloured clay with yellow sand.
103 — 103 blue and yellow clay, with yellow sand, and a little conker.
108 — 113 the same with conker.
114 — 118 stiff deep yellow clay with a little yellow sand.

119 — 122 soft deep yellow clay with more yellow sand.

123 — 125 coarse greenish yellow sand.

126 — 127 the same with a little yellow clay.

128 — 131 coarse dark grey sand.

132 — the same red and grey. :

133 — 138 dark grey sand, with a little talc; the sand becoming coarser
downwards.

139 — 140 coarse dark grey sand.

In this experiment the primary object wholly failed, as no springs of fresh
water were reached, although it had always been a commonly received opinion,
that the soil of Bengal was particularly moist, and full of springs. The reverse,
however, at least so far as refers to the vicinity of Calcutta, proved to be the
fact. The first appearance of any damp was at the depth of 71 feet, in a red-
dish clay with a quarter of sand, and below 76 feet, was as dry as near the
surface, and on this occasion the borer must have descended nearly to the level
of the sea. Through the whole of these strata, to the depth of 140 feet, no
traces of volcanic matter were discovered, which renders it probable, that the
shocks of earthquakes about Calcutta, if they have any sympathy with volca-
noes, do not originate from any very proximate cause, which is also corroborated
by the general feebleness of the shocks. The Monghir hills, which are said to
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contain volcanic matter, lie at the distance of 250 miles from Calcutta. It may
be inferred from this description that Bengal proper contains few minerals of any
kind, which could not be expected in so alluvial a soil; such as do occur will
be mentioned, when treating of the particular districts in which they are found,
and which may be in a great measure restricted to Birboom and Burdwan,
especially the first, where iron ore has been found in considerable abundance.

In the tract subject to annual inundation, insulated habitations, and fields con-
siderably raised above the level of the country, exhibit the effects of patient
industry. In the same tract during the season of rain, a scene presents itself
interesting by its novelty : a navigation over fields submerged to a considerable
depth, while the ears of rice float on the surface. Stupendous dikes, not
altogether preventing inundation, but checking its excesses. The peasants
repairing to the markets, and even to the fields, on embarkations, accompanied
by their families and domestic animals, from an apprehension that the water
might rise suddenly, and drown their children and cattle, in the absence of
their boats. 'When the peasant’s habitation is passed, and the height of the flood -
observed nearly to the level of the artificial mound on which his dwelling stands,
his precaution does not appear superfluous.

The assemblage of peasants in their villages, their small farms, and the want
of enclosures, bar all great improvements in husbandry ; in a country, however,
so infested by tigers and gang robbers (dacoits), or river pirates, solitary
dwellings, and unattended cattle, would be insecure. Another obstacle to im-
provement is the mixture of trades; the peasants indifferently quitting the
plough to use the loom, and the loom to resume the plough.

In 1793 the estimated produce of the land, in maunds of 80 pounds each, was.
as follows ; but the value affixed appears too high.

Rupees.
150,000,000 maunds of rice, wheat, and barley, at 12 annas
permaund . . . . . . . . . . . 112,500,000
60,000,000 millet, &c., at8annas . . . . . . . . 30,000,000
90,000,000 pulse, at 10 annas . . 56,250,000

43,000,000 maunds of seed reserved for tbe followmg season 28,380,000
Oilseeds . . . . e e e e e e e e e e W« o 12,000,000
Sugar, tobacco, cotton, &. . . . . . . . . . . 170,000,000
Sundges . . . . . . . . « <« « « « « « . . 20,000,000

Gross pro.duce of the land . 329,130,000

In Bengal and Bahar only one-third of the land is estimated to be tilled, but
this is exclusive of lays and fallows. In England there are four acres of arable
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and meadow land for every inhabitant. In Bengal little more than one acre of
tilled ground for every inhabitant. The natural seasons of rice are ascertained
from the progress of the wild plant, which sows itself in the first months of the
winter, and vegetates with the early moisture at the approach of the rains.
During the period of the rains it ripens, and drops its seed with the commence-
ment of winter. But the common husbandry of Bengal sows the rice at the
season when it would naturally vegetate, to gather a crop in the rains; it also
withholds seed until the second month of that season, and reaps the harvest the
beginning of winter. The rice of this last crop is esteemed the best, not being
equally liable with the other to decay. The several seasons of cultivation added
to the influence of soil and climate, have multiplied the different species of rice
to an endless diversity.

Other corn is more limited in its varieties and seasons. Of wheat and barley
few sorts are distinguished ; they are all sown at the commencement of the cold
season, and reaped in the spring. A great variety of different sorts of pulse.
(such as peas, chiches, pigeon peas, kidney beans, &c.) finds its place also in
the occupations of husbandry, no season being without its appropriate species ;
but most sorts are sown or reaped in winter. These constitute a valuable
article in Bengal husbandry, because they thrive even on poor soils, and require
but little culture. Millet and other grains are also of importance; several sorts
restricted to no particular season, and vegetating rapidly, are useful, because
they occupy an interval after a tedious harvest, which does not permit the
usual course of husbandry. Maize is less cultivated in Bengal than in most-
countries where it is acclimated. It is the most general produce of poor soils
in hilly countries, and is consequently very generally cultivated in the more
western provinces, which are of an irregular surface. ,

The universal and vast consumption of vegetable oils in Bengal is supplied
by the extensive cultivation of mustard seed, linseed, sesamum, and palma
christi, besides what is procured from the cocoa nut. The first occupy the cold
season; the sesamum ripens in the rains, or early after their close.

Among the most important productions.of Bengal are tobacco, indigo, cotton,
the mulberry and poppy, most of which require land solely appropriated to the
cultivation of each. It is a well known fact, that newly cleared land for the first
four or five years, yields the most productive crops of indigo. The grand
object of the farmer in Bengal is to have an. equable .supply of water; and the:
rains in general are so copious, that if the water were confined on the spot
where ‘it fell, the supply would never fail, and it never would be too great, as
the power of vegetation would always surpass the rise of the water. But, as
even in Bengal, there are inequalities of surface, the lower parts are often
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drowned by sudden rains, and the upper frequently scorched by too long inter-
vals of fair weather. The natives have in consequence an opinion, which appears
well founded, that there cannot be too many small embankments, passing in
all directions through the country.

The plough in this province is drawn by a single yoke of oxen, guided by the
ploughman himself; and two or three yoke of oxen assigned to each plough,
relieve each other until the task is completed. Several ploughs in succession
deepen the furrows, or rather scratch the surface, for the implement which is
used throughout India, wants a contrivance for turning up the earth, and the
share has neither width nor depth sufficient to stir a new soil. A second
ploughing crosses the first, and a third is sometimes given diagonally to the
preceding. These, frequently repeated, and followed by the branch of a tree,
~or some other substitute for a harrow, pulverize the soil, and prepare it for
the reception of seed. The field must be watched several days to defend it
from the depredations of numerous flocks of birds; and it is necessary still
longer to prolong the defence of the field in those districts which are much
infested by wild boars, elephants, buffaloes, and deer. For this purpose a
bamboo stage is erected, and a watchman stationed on it to scare wild animals,
should any approach. In all districts maize; and some sorts of millet, when
nearly arrived at maturity, generally need defence from the depredations of
birds by day, and of large bats by night.

The sickle, for the scythe is unknown, reaps every harvest. With this the
peasant picks out the ripest plants, yet often suffers another field to stand long
after the greatest part of the crop is arrived at maturity. The practice of
stacking corn reserved for seed, is very unusual, the husk which covers rice
preserves it so effectually. At the peasant’s convenience the cattle tread out
the corn, or his staff threshes out the smaller seeds. The grain is winnowed by
the wind, and is stored either in jars of unbaked earth, or in baskets made of
large twigs. The practice of storing grain in subterraneous hoards, which is
frequent in Benares and the western provinces, and also in the south of India, is
not adapted to the damp climate and moist soil of Bengal, where grain is hoarded
above ground, in round huts, the floor of which is raised a foot or two above’
the surface. ' o

In the management of forced rice by irrigation, dams retain the water on
extensive plains, or preserve it in lakes, to water lower land as occasion may
require. Reservoirs, ponds, water courses, and dikes, are more generally in a
progress of decay than of improvement. The rotation of crops, which engrosses.
g0 much the attention of enlightened cultivators in Europe, is not understood in
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India, and a course of husbandry, extending beyond a year, was never dreamed
of by a Bengal farmer. Neither is he, in the succession within the year, guided
by any choice of an article, adapted to restore the fertility of land impoverished
by a former crop. The Indian cultivator allows his field alay, but never a fallow.

In Bengal many tanks have been dug, which are frequently useful insup-
plying the inhabitants with water, not only for domestic purposes, but also for
irrigation. But ostentation and the love of fame, have in some parts increased
the number and size of these excavations to a destructive extent, no one being
interested in their repair, which is not productive of any reputation. Almost
every tank, therefore, is soon choked up with aquatic plants, and becomes a
source of vile smells, bad water, and distempers; and there being many more
tanks than are requisite, much land is thereby lost to agriculture. In some parts
of the province the evil has reached to such a pitch, that the digging of a new
tank ought to be prohibited, unless the necessity for its construction be pre-
viously established, and security ought to be taken for its being kept in proper
repair, and free from noxious weeds. At present the only measure taken by
the natives for this purpose in large tanks, is to place a quantity of mercury at
the bottom of the tank onits first formation ; and although numberless examples
of the inefficacy of this absurd expedient daily occur, the excavators continue
perfectly credulous.

The cattle kept for labour and subsistence are mostly pastured on small com-
mons, or other pasturage, intermixed with arable lands, or they are fed at
home on cut grass. The cattle for breeding and for the dairy, are grazed in
numerous herds, in the forests or on the downs. The dung, in place of being
applied to the fields, is carefully collected for fuel. The Bengal farmer restricts
the use of manure to sugar cane, mulberry, tobacco, poppy, and some other
articles. Of the management of manure little occurs worthy of notice, except
to mention, that oil cake is sometimes used as a manure for sugar cane.

The simple tools which the native employs in every art are so coarse, and
apparently so inadequate to their purpose, that it creates surprise how he can
effect his undertaking; but the long continuance of feeble efforts accomplishes
what, compared with the means, appears impracticable. The plough is among
the instruments that stand most in need of improvement. The readiness with
which the Indian can turn from his usual occupation fo another branch of the
same art, or to a new profession, is characteristic of his country; and the success
of his earliest efforts, in any employment new to him, is daily remarked with
surprise. The want of capital in manufactures or agriculture, prevents the
subdivision of labour. Every manufacturer, and every artist, working on his
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own account, conducts the whole process of his art, from the formation of his
tools, to the sale of his production. Every labourer and artizan, who has fre-
quently occasion to recur to the labours of the field, becomes a husbandman.

A cultivator in Bengal who employs servants, employs one for each plough,
and pays him monthly wages, which on an average do not exceed one rupee per
month, and in a very cheap district, the wages are so low as half a rupee; but
the task on the medium of one third of an acre per day is completed by noon.
The cattle are then left to the herdsman’s care, and the ploughman follows other
occupations during the remainder of the day. Generally, he cultivates some
land on his own account, and this he commonly rents from his employer for a
payment in kind. If the herd be sufficiently numerous to occupy one person,
a servant is entertained, and receives in food, money, and clothing to the value of
one rupee and a half per mensem. The plough itself costs less than a rupee.
The cattle employed in husbandry are of the smallest kind, the cost on an
average being not more than five rupees each. The price of labour may be com-
puted from the usual hire of a plough with its yoke of oxen, which may be
stated on the medium to be about 44. per day. The cleaning of the rice is
executed with a wooden pestle and mortar, the allowance of husking it being
nearly uniform; the person performing this contracting to deliver back 4ths
of the weight in clean rice, the surplus, with the chaff or bran, paying for the
labour. Five quarters of rice per acre are reckoned a large produce, and a
return of 15 for one on the seed.

Slavery, in its severest sense, is not known in Bengal. Throughout some
districts the labour of the husbandman is executed chiefly by bond servants.
In certain other districts the ploughmen are mostly slaves of the peasants, for
whom they labour, but are treated by their masters more like hereditary ser-
vants, or mancipated hinds, than like purchased slaves. Although the fact must
be admitted, that slaves may be found in Bengal, among the labourers in hus-
bandry, yet in most parts none but free men are occupied in the business of
agriculture.

As a middle course of husbandry two yearly harvests may be assumed from
each field; one of white corn, and another of pulse, oil seed, or millet. The
price of corn in Bengal fluctuates much more than in Europe, and has a con-
siderable influence on the value of most other articles, though it cannot regulate
the price of all. When the crops of corn happen to be abundant, it is not only
cheap, but wants a ready market; and as the payment of the rent is regulated
by the season of the harvest, the cultivator thereby sustains considerable
detriment. v

In Bengal, where the revenue of the state has had the form of land rent, the
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management of the public finances has a more immediate influence on agriculture,
than any other branch of the administration. It may be presumed, however,
the lands in Bengal are better cultivated, and rendered more productive, as
notwithstanding the increased export of grain (from 30 to 45,000 tons annually),
and the large tracts of country required for the growth of sugar, indigo, and
other articles exported by sea, the price of rice, and of every other kind of food
used by the natives, so far from being enhanced, was considerably lower on the
average of the ten years, from 1790 to 1800, than during any preceding period
since the acquisition of the province; nor has Bengal suffered a famine of any
severity since the year 1770, which is more than can be said of any other part
of India.

The orchard in this province is what chiefly contributes to attach the peasant
to his native soil, although the seasons in Bengal are not favourable for the pro-
duction of many kinds of fruit, owing to the rains occupying the greater part of
the summer, and the heat of the spring is not sufficient to bring them to ma-
turity before the rainy season commences. But he feels a superstitious venera-
tion for the trees planted by his ancestors, and derives comfort and profit from
their fruit. Orchards of mangoe trees diversify the plain in every part of Bengal,
and the palmira abounds in Bahar. The cocoa nut thrives in those parts of
Bengal which are not remote from tropic, and the date tree grows everywhere,
but especially in Bahar. Plantations of areca are common in the central parts
of Bengal; the bassia thrives even on the poorest soils, and abounds in the hilly
districts. Its inflated corols are excellent and nutritious, and yield, by dis-
tillation, an intoxicating spirit. The oil expressed from its seeds is, in moun-
tainous districts, a common substitute for butter. Clumps of bamboos abound,
and flourish as long as they are not too abruptly thinned. This plant is
remarkable for its growth. Its greatest height is completed in a single year;
and during the second, its wood acquires all the hardness and elasticity which
render it so useful. They supply the peasant with materials for building, and
may also yield him profit, as it is probable a single acre of thriving bamboos
produces more wood than ten of any other tree. '

Potatoes have been introduced into Bengal, and apparently with the most
beneficial effect. The quantity procured by Europeans at almost every season
of the year, shews that they are not unsuited to the climate, and the small
potatoe is little, if at all, inferior to that of England; but the crop being less
abundant, this article in the market is generally dearer than rice. The watery
insipidity of tropical plants, is a circumstance universally noticed by Europeans
on their arrival in the East Indies. Asparagus, cauliflower, and other esculent
plants, are raised, but they are comparatively tasteless.
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The profits of cattle consist in the increase of stock, and the milk of buffaloes,
which are grazed at a very small expense, not exceeding half a rupee annually,
and a quarter of a rupee for cows. Cattle constitute a considerable portion of
the peasant’s wealth, and the profits of stock would be much greater, did the
consumption of animal food take off barren cows, and oxen which have passed
their prime. This is not sufficient to render sheep an object of general atten-
tion. Their wool supplies the home consumption of blankets, but it is too
coarse, and produces too low a price, to afford a large profit on this species of
stock.

The native Bengally horse, or tattoo, is a thin, ill-shaped, and every way con-
temptible animal, and is never used in a team ; bullocks being selected for that
purpose. The Bengally cart is nearly as bad as their plough, with ill made
wheels and axletrees, which never being oiled, make a loud creaking noise ; nor
can the native driver be prevailed on to alter what was the custom of his
forefathers. The elephants, camels, and oxen attached to the Company’s
troops, are kept in excellent condition. The buffaloes are generally jet black,
with long semicircular horns, which instead of standing erect, or bending for-
ward, are laid backwards on the neck. When he attacks, he puts his snout
between his forelegs, which enables him to point his horns forward. The Ben-
gally sheep are naturally of a diminutive breed, thin and lank, and of a dark
grey colour, but when fattened for the table the mutton equals that of Europe.
Some of them have four horns, two on each side of the head.

Pariah dogs infest the streets of all the towns in Bengal, and the approach of
evening is announced in the country by the howling of jackals, which then quit
their retreats in the jungles. Apes and monkies swarm in all the woods, and
sometimes plunder the fruit shops of a village. Being a sacred animal, the
natives often voluntarily supply their wants, and seldom injure them. The
Brahminy, or sacred bull of the Hindoos, also rambles about the country without
interruption; he is caressed and pampered by the people; to feed him being
deemed a meritorious act of religion. The crow, kite, mayana, and sparrow,
hop about the dwellings of the Bengalese, with a familiarity and sense of safety
unknown in Europe. Storks are seen in great numbers; and, from their military
strut, are named adjutants by the European soldiers; toads, snakes, frogs,
lizards, and insects, which abound, are their food.

The abundance of fish affords a supply almost attainable by every class, and in
the Ganges, and its innumerable branches, are many different kinds. Their plenty
at some seasuns is so great that they become the food of the poorest natives,
who are said to contract diseases from a too liberal indulgence. The smallest
kind are all equally acceptable in a curry, the standing dish in every native
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family throughout Hindostan; and in fact, with their pilau, comprehends their
whole art of cookery. The bickty, or cockup, is an excellent fish, as is also the
sable fish, which is uncommonly rich. But the best and highest flavoured fish,
not only-in Bengal, but in the whole world, is the mangoe fish, so named from
its appearing in the rivers during the mangoe season. They are a favourite dish
at every European table, particularly during the two months when they are in
roe. Mullet abound in all the rivers, and may be killed with small shot, as
they swim against the stream, with their heads partly out of the water.
Opysters are procured from the coast of Chittagong, not so large, but fully as
well flavoured as those of Europe. Alligators and porpusses abound in all the
Bengal rivers, where there are also incredible quantities of small turtle, which
are however of a very bad quality, and only eaten by some inferior casts of
natives. .

The staple productions of Bengal for exportation are sugar, tobacco, silk,
cotton, and indigo.

Tobacco, it is probable, was unknown to India, as well as to Europe, before
the discovery of America. It appears from a proclamation of the Emperor
Jehangire, mentioned by that prince in his own memoirs, that it was introduced
by Europeans into India, either in his own reign (the beginning of the 17th
century) or during that of his father Acber. The Hindoos have names for the
plant in their own language; but these names, not excepting the sanscrit, seem
to be corrupted from the European denomination of the plant, and not to be
found in old compositions. The practice, however, of inhaling the smoke of
hemp leaves, and other intoxicating drugs, is ancient, and for this reason the
use of tobacco, when once introduced, soon became general throughout India,
and the plant is now cultivated in every part of Hindostan. It requires as good
a soil as opium, and the land must be well manured. Although it be not
absolutely limited to the same districts, its culture prevails mostly in the
northern quarter, and is but thinly scattered in the southern. Including every
charge for duties and agency, it may be procured in Calcutta at about eight
shillings per maund of 80 pounds. ’ _

The sugar cane, the name of which was scarcely known to the ancient inhabi-
tants of Europe, grew luxuriantly throughout Bengal in the remotest times.
From India it was introduced into Arabia, and from thence into Europe and
Africa. From Benares to Rungpoor, and from the borders of Assam to Cuttack,
there is scarcely a district in Bengal, or its dependent provinces, wherein the
sugar cane does not flourish. It thrives most especially in the districts of
Benares, Bahar, Rungpoor, Birboom, Burdwan, and Midnapoor—is successfully
cultivated in all; and there seems to be no other bounds to the possible produc-
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tion of sugar in Bengal, than the limits of the demand, and the consequent
" vent for it. - The growth for home consumption, and for inland trade is vast,
and it only needs encouragement to equal the demand for Europe also, being
cheaply produced and frugally manufactured. Raw sugar prepared in a mode
peculiar to India, but analogous to the process of making muscovado, may
generally be purchased in the Calcutta market, under 18s. 64. per maund of 80
pounds weight. '

Cotton is cultivated throughout Bengal, and has lately been raised and ex-
ported by sea in increased quantities. Besides whatis produced in the country,
a large importation takes place from the banks of the Jumna and the Deccan.
It is there raised so much more cheaply than in Bengal, that it supports a suc-
cessful competition, notwithstanding the heavy expenses of distant transport by
land and water. A fine sort of cotton is grown in the more eastern parts of
Bengal, for the most delicate manufactures, and a coarse kind is gathered in
every part of the province, from plants thinly interspersed in fields of pulse.
The names of cotton in most European languages, are obviously derived from
the Arabic word kutn, pronounced cootr. Some sorts are indigenous to Ame-
rica, others are certainly natives of India, which has at all times been the
country most celebrated for cotton manufactures.

Different sorts of cotton, very unequal in quality, are imported by land into
Bengal ; the best is brought from Nagpoor in the Deccan, to Mirzapoor in the
province of Benares, which town is the principal inland mart for cotton. Its
average price may be reckoned there at 2/ 5s. per cwt. The usual price at
Nagpoor from a variety of averages is equivalent to 2id. per pound. Cotton is
also imported from Jalooan, a town situated in the west of the Jumna, from
Hatras in the province of Agra, and from other places.

" Europe was anciently supplied with silk, through the medium of Indian com-
merce. The ancient language of India has names for the silk worm and manu-
factured silk, and among the numerous tribes of Hindoos, derived from the
mixture of the original races, there were two classes, whose appropriate occu-
pations were the feeding of silk worms, and the spinning of silk. A peasant,
who feeds his own silk worms, has full employment for his family. The rearing
of silk worms is principally confined to a part of the district of Burdwan, and
to the vicinity of the Bhagirati and Great Ganges, from the fork of these rivers,
for about one hundred miles down their streams. The stations where the Com-
pany’s investment of silk is principally procured are Commercolly, Jungeypoor,
Bauleah, Malda, Radanagore, Rungpoor and Cossimbazar. There is also a con-
siderable quantity of silk obtained from wild silk worms, and from those which
are fed from other plants besides the mulberry. Much silk of this kind supplies
home consur ption, much is imported from the countries situated on the north-
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west border of Bengal, and on the southern frontier of Benares; much is ex-
ported, wrought and unwrought, to the western parts of India, and some enters
into manufactures which are greatly in request in Europe. Four crops of mul-
berry leaves are obtained from the same field in the course of each year; the
best in December.

The manufacture of indigo appears to have been known and practised in India
from the earliest period. From this country, whence it derives its name, Europe
was anciently supplied with it, until the produce of America engrossed the mar-
ket. The spirited exertions of a few individuals have restored this commerce
to Bengal, solely by the superior quality of their manufactures; for as far as
regards the culture, no material change has been made in the practice of the
natives. The profit depends in a great measure on the quality of the article,
and this is very unequal, since it varies according to the skill of the manufacturer.
In 1807-8 the total manufacture of indigo, on a correct estimate, was not less than
120,000 factory maunds, of which probably 20,000 maunds were wasted or con-
sumed in the country manufactures. The total quantity of indigo, British pro-
perty, which was sold at the East India Company’s sales in 1810, amounted to
the enormous weight of 5,253,489 pounds, and the sale price 1,942,328/ ;
but the average cannot be reckoned at more than 1,200,000/. annually, almost the
whole being exported from Bengal. In 1786 the quantity sold at the Company's
sales amounted to only 245,011 pounds. In 1814, the quantity entered from
inland at the Calcutta custom-house amounted to 102,524 factory maunds, or
about 8,200,000 pounds. .

The principal food of the great body of people who inhabit these provinces is
rice, of which, from the fertility of the soil, the combined result of an ardent
sun, and the saturating periodical rains, two crops are produced annually, besides
a variety of other grain and pulse. The first harvest is gathered in about the end
of August, the second, which is the greatest, in December, and the lesser articles
from February until the end of April, so that the land yields its fruits almost the
whole year. In general the supply is so abundant as to render Bengal the gra-
nary of India, and it is at very distant intervals that a season is not bountiful.
The natives from their indolent and improvident habits, never practised the pre-
caution of keeping a stock of grain in reserve, the knowledge of which under
a native government, would have exposed them to its extortions. When a
season of drought therefore intervenes, the ground is parched up and a scarcity
ensues, which is much aggravated to the poor by the artifices of the grain dealers:
should a deficiency of rain continue through two successive seasons, the grain in
store would be wholly unequal to the supply of a people whose subsistence is
almost entirely vegetable.—( Colebrooke, F. Buchanan, East, Tennant, C. Grant,
&ec. &c. &c.)
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CHAPTER III.

COMMERCE, MANUFACTURES, STAPLE COMMODITIES, EXPORTS AND IMPORTS,
INLAND NAVIGATION, LAND CARRIAGE, ROADS, HIGHWAYS, COMMERCIAL
RESIDENCIES, CUSTOM HOUSES, SALT AGENCIES, SEAPORTS, MARKETS, CUR-
RENCY, WEIGHTS AND MEASURES, BANKERS AND MONEY CHANGERS.

THE exportation of grain from the corn districts, and the returns of sait, con-
stitute the principal objects of internal trade. The importation of cotton from
the western provinces, and the exchange of tobacco for betel nut, together with
some sugar, ard a few articles of less note, complete the supply for internal con-
sumption. Piece goods, silk, saltpetre, opium, sugar, and indigo, formerly
passed almost wholly through the Company’s hands; but now all sorts of traffic
are much more open, and practised generally by every description of merchant.
Grain, the internal commerce of which is entirely conducted by the natives,
supplies the consumption of the cities and the export trade of Bengal; but,
except in cities, the great mass of the population is everywhere subsisted from
the produce of their immediate neighbourhood.

Plain muslins, distinguished by their various names, according to the closeness
or fineness of the texture, as well as flowered, striped or checkered muslins,
denominated from their patterns, are fabricated chiefly in the province of Dacca.
The manufacture of the thinnest sort of that muslin is almost confined to that
province ; other kinds more closely woven are fabricated on the western side of
the Delta of the Ganges; and a different sort, distinguished by a more rigid
texture, does not seem to be limited to any particular district. Coarse muslins,
in the shape of turbans, handkerchiefs, &c. are made in almost every province,
and the northern parts of Benares afford both plain and flowered muslins, which
are not ill adapted for common uses, though incapable of sustaining any campe-
tition with the beautiful and inimitable fabrics of Dacca.

Under the general name of calicoes are included various sorts of cloth, to which
no English names have been as yet affixed, and are for the most part known in
Europe by the Indian denominations. Cossaes, or khasahs, are fabricated in that
part of Bengal which is situated north and east of the Ganges, hetween the
Mahanuddy and Issamutty rivers, from Maulda to Berbazie; cloths similar in
quality are made near Tanda in the Nabob of Oude’s dominions. Baftaes are
manufactured in the south-east corner of Bengal, near Luckipoor; and again on
the western frontier of Benares, in the neighbourhood of Allahabad, and also
in the province of Bahar, and some other districts. Sanaes are the chief fabric
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of Orissa; some are made in the district of Midnapoor; some are imported from
the contiguous countries. A similar cloth, under the same denomination, is
wrought in the eastern parts of the province of Benares. Gurraes are the
manufacture of Birboom; still coarser cloths, named gezis and gezinas, are
woven in every district, but especially in the Doab of the Ganges and Jumna.
Other sorts of cloth, the names of which are less familiar to the English reader,
are found in various districts.

Packthread is woven into sackcloth in many places, especially on the
northern frontier of Bengal Proper, where it is employed as clothing by the
mountaineers. A sort of canvass is made from cotton in the neighbourhood of
Chittagong, Patna, and some other places, and blankets are made everywhere
for common use. A coarse cotton cloth, dyed red, with cheap materials, is
very generally used, and is chiefly manufactured in the centre of the Doab.
Other sorts, dyed of various colours, but especially blue, are prepared for inland
commerce, and for exportation by sea. Both fine and coarse calicoes receive a
topical dying, with permanent and with fugitive colours, for common use, as
well as for exportation. The province of Benares, the city of Patna, and the
neighbourhood of Calcutta, are the principal seats of this manufacture of
chintzes; which appears to be an original art in India, invented long since,
and brought to a perfection not yet surpassed in Europe. Dimities of various
kinds and damask linen, are made at Dacca, Patna, Taunda, and other places.

The neighbourhood of Moorshedabad is the chief seat of the manufacture of
wove silk and tafeta, both plain and flowered. Tissues, brocades, and orna-
mented gauzes, are the manufacture of Benares. Plain gauzes, adapted to the
uses of the country, are woven in the western and southern corners of Bengal.
The weaving of mixed goods made with silk and cotton, flourishes chiefly at
Maulda, at Boglipoor, and at some towns in the district of Burdwan. A con-
siderable quantity of filature silk is exported to the western parts of India; and
much is sold at Mirzapoor, and passes thence to the Maharatta dominions, and
central parts of Hindostan.

The tisser, a wild silk, is procured in abundance from countries bordering on
Bengal, and from districts included within its limits. The wild silk worms are
there found in several sorts of trees, which are common in the forests of Silhet,
Assam, and the Deccan. The cones are large, but sparingly covered with silk ;
and, in colour and lustre, this species of silk is far inferior to that of the do-
mesticated insect. Its cheapness renders it useful in the fabrication of coarse
silks; the production of it may be increased by encouragement, and a very
large quantity may be exported in the raw state at a moderate expense. It
might be used in Europe for the preparation of silk goods, and mixed with wool
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and cotton might form, as it now does in India, a beautiful and acceptable
manufacture. The manufacture of saltpetre scarcely passes the eastern limits of
the Bahar province, under which head it, as also that of opium, will be found
described.

The export of hides from Bengal may bé greatly increased. It is calculated
that, including buffaloes, these provinces contain about 50,000,000 of cattle.
Until recently the demand was so small, that the currier often neglected to take
the hide off the cattle that died a natural death. ‘About 1797, some Europeans
engaged in the tanning of leather and manufactory of boots and shoes, which,
although not so strong and waterproof as the British, answer so well, that they
have greatly reduced the importation, The natives also have arrived at con-
siderable perfection in the fabrication of saddles, harness, and military
accoutrements, and other articles of leather. Buffaloes horns might also
become an article of export, although so bulky and difficult of stowage. An
excellent species of canvas is now manufactured in Calcutta, and sold much
cheaper than that imported from Europe. Now that freight seems reduced to
its minimum, corn, various kinds of rice, barley, and wheat, admit of exporta-
tion to Europe ; as also rum, little inferior to that produced in Jamaica, together
with liquorice and ginger, which are produced in Bengal, and might be exported
to a.ny extent.

It is extremely probable that annotto, madder, coﬁ‘ee, cocoa, cochineal, and
even tea, would thrive in British India, which now comprehends every variety
of climate. The plant from the seeds of which annotto is prepared, by separat-
ing the colouring matter which adheres to them, is already cultivated in Bengal,
and coffee plants have thriven in botanical and private gardens. Madder is a
native of the mountainous regions which border on Bengal, and this province
possesses besides, many articles which might be brought into notice by a more
extended commerce. Various drugs used in dying are exported to England,
such as galls, turmeric, safflower, or carthamus; also myrobalans, which are
here used in preference to galls. Roots of morinda, which dye a permanent
colour on cotton, and blossoms of the nyctanthes, which give a permanent
colour to silk. .

Gum Arabic, and many other sorts of gums and resins for manufactures, are
the produce of trees that grow spontaneously in Bengal, besides a multitude of
medicinal drugs and gums, which abound in India and the adjacent countries.
Vegetable oils, particularly linseed, might be supplied from these provinces,
vhich are also adapted for the cultivation of flax. Tincal, brought from the
high table land of Tibet, is among the imports to Bengal; and vegetable and
mineral alkalies may hereafter become a considerable article of commerce. The
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fossil alkali is found in abundance, and the woods of Bengal are capable of
furnishing potash in large quantities. The preparation of sal ammoniac might
be advantageously connected with the manufacture of saltpetre. :

Besides the articles above enumerated, which have a reference principally to
Bengal, India furnishes aloes, assafeetida, benzoin, camphor, cardamoms,
cassia lignea, and cassia buds, arrangoes; cowries, China root, cinnabar, cloves,
cinnamon, nutmegs, mace, elephants’ teeth, gums of various sorts, mother of
pearl, pepper (quicksilver and rhubarb from China), sago, scammony, senna,
and saffron, and might supply anise, coriander, cumin seeds, and many other
objects which would occupy too much room to enumerate.

Of bemp and flax, with all their varieties, and also of the different substitutes
for these articles, Bengal produces greater abundance than any other country.
The true hemp is found in many places, but is little used by the natives, except
for the seed oil as a medicine, and for an intoxicating ingredient, which is often
mixed with the tobacco of the Hooka.

Formerly the exports to Europe, and to the United States of America, con-
stituted the most considerable portion of Bengal commerce. The principal
articles of export to Madras and the coast of Coromandel, are grain, pulse,
sugar, saltpetre, molasses, ginger, long pepper, clarified butter, oil, silk,
wrought and unwrought, muslins, spirits, and provisions.

After the Coromandel trade, the next in importance is that of the eastward
and China, to which quarter the exports, besides opium, consist of grain, salt-
petre, gunpowder, iron, fire arms, cotton, silk, and cotton piece goods. The
trade to Bombay is next, consisting chiefly of grain, sugar, raw silk, some
silk and cotton piece goods, saltpetre, ginger, long pepper, sacking, and
hempen ropes.

To the Gulfs of Arabia and Persia Bengal sends grain, sugar, silk, and cotton
piece goods. To Ava and the Birman empire, silk and cotton goods, fire arms,
iron, nails, naval and military stores, and a variety of European goods.

Bengal imports from Europe metals of all sorts, wrought and unwrought,
woollens of various kinds, naval and military stores, gold and silver coin and
bullion, and almost every article of Europe, for the European part of the
inhabitants.

The returns from Madras and the coast of Coromandel, consist of salt, red-
~ wood, some fine long cloth, izarees and chintzes. The balance due to Bengal
is either settled by government bills, or remitted in specie. From the eastern
islands, and the Malay coast, Bengal receives pepper, tin, wax, dammer,
brimstone, gold dust, specie, betel nut, spices, benzoin, &c. From China,
tutenague, sugar-candy, tea, allum, dammer, porcelain, lacquered ware, and a
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variety of manufactured goods. From Manilla, indigo of a very fine quality,
sugar, and sapan-wood, and specie.

From the Malabar coast are imported sandal-wood, coir rope, pepper, some
cardamoms ; and formerly cargoes of cotton-wool from Surat; the balance is
generally sunk in the annual supplies with which Bengal furnishes Bombay.
From Bombay are brought teak timber, elephants’ teeth, lac, &c.

Owing to its admirable facility of transportation by water, the internal com-
merce of Bengal is very great; but as may be supposed in a country so produc-
tive and thickly populated, by far the most important interchange is in the
article of rice. Of this grain in Bengal there is annually a great variation of
price, the difference between the months of July and December, respectively,
being very remarkable, and a source of great profit to opulent speculators, but
to the indigent classes of cultivators of infinite damage. These. last obtain rice
for seed, and for the consumption of their families, either by a ruinous mortgage
of the ensuing crop, or at an exorbitant rate of interest in the month of July, a
period when the price is almost uniformly at the highest. In January, when
the principal harvest is gathered, they are under the immediate necessity of
selling the produce of their fields, to discharge the instalments then due, as they
have neither means to convey the grain to a distant market, nor resources to
enable them to postpone its sale until a more favourable period. They are thus
compelled at once to glut a confined market, with the whole produce of their
village, where the only purchasers are the rich speculators, who are con-
sequently enabled to fix the prices at their own discretion. The evil is less felt
in the vicinity of great towns or navigable rivers, nor does the Calcutta price
essentially vary at those periods, which in the interior of the province are
the cheapest and dearest periods of the year. An investigation made in 1815
tended to prove that the 10 years, from 1793 to 1803, were collectively cheaper
than the ten years preceding and following, and that the price of rice and other
articles has not experienced any permanent augmentation since the year 1761.
Since 1793 the average prices of ploughing cattle have experienced a rise of 75
per cent, but the hire of coolies, or day labourers, in the country has not altered,
being still 44 and 5 pons of cowries per day. The rise of wages paid to labourers
by natives who cultivate their own lands, has been on the other hand consider-
able. In 1793 an able servant received about four rupees per annum, with his
diet and clothing ; whereas in 1814, they received 'six and eight rupees yearly,
and in some situations even more. Near Calcutta, in harvest time, the usual
price of 640 seers of paddy, or rice, in the husk, is five rupees five annas.

The internal navigation employs a great many vessels, and it is interesting to
note, at a mart of great resort, the various constructions of boats assembled
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there from different districts, each adapted to. the nature .of the rivers they
geherally traverse : the flat clinker-built vessels of the western districts, would
be ill adapted to the wide and stormy navigation of the lower Ganges. The
unwieldy bulk of the lofty boats used on the Ganges from Patna to Calcutta,
would not suit the rapid and shallow rivers of the western districts, nor the
narrow creeks which the vessels pass in the eastern navigation; and the low
but deep boats of these districts, are not adapted to the shoals of the western
rivers. In one navigation, wherein the vessels descend with the stream and
return with the track rope, their construction consults neither aptitude for the
sail nor for the oar. In the other, wherein boats, during the progress of the
same voyage, are assisted by the stream of one creek, and opposed by the
current of the next, as in the Sunderbunds, and under banks impracticable for
the track rope, their principal dependance is on the oar, for a winding course in
narrow passages permits no reliance on the sail. Often grounding in the shallows,
vessels would be unsafe built with keels, and all Bengalese constructions want
this addition so necessary for sailing.

These useful vessels are also very cheaply found. A circular board tied to
a bamboo, forms the oar; a wooden triangular frame, loaded with some weighty
substance, is the anchor; a few bamboos lashed together supply the mast;-a
cane of the same species serves as a yard for the sail, which is made of coarse
sackcloth; some from the twine made of the stem of the rushy crotularia, or of
the hemp hibiscus. The trees of the country afford resins to pay the vessels,
and a platform of mats thatched with straw supplies the stead of a deck, to
shelter the merchandize. The vessels are navigated with equal frugality; the
boatmen receive little more than their food, which is most commonly furnished
in grain, together with an inconsiderable allowance in money, for the purchase
of salt, and for the supply of other petty wants. Forty years ago, in Major
Rennell’s valuable work, the whole number of boatmen employed on the rivers
of Bengal and Bahar, was estimated at only 30,000; but probably some
mistake must have occurred in the calculation, as they are certainly at present
much nearer ten times that number. Besides this trade, most of them follow
the petty occupations of agriculture, or fill up the interval of their employ-
ments as fishermen, and occasionally augment, either voluntarily or by com-
pulsion, the bands of dacoits, or river pirates,

In the land carriage, the owners of the cattle are also the principal traffickers,
oftener purchasing at one market to sell at another, than letting their cattle to
resident merchants. They transport their merchandise on oxen trained to
burthen, sometimes, but not frequently, on horses of the tattoo breed, and still
more rarely on buffaloes. The latter, although more docile, are more sluggish
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and slower travellers than the ox, and do not bear a much greater burthen,
although much larger in size. They are also too fond of lying down in the
water, which they have so often occasion to wade through, with their loads.

The highways throughout Bengal are not generally in a condition for distant
journies on wheel carriages; but at a former and remote period the communica-
tion was better assisted. A magnificent road from the banks of the Goggra, or
Dewa river, to the Brahmaputra, formed a safe and convenient communication
at all seasons, in a length of 400 miles, through countries subject to annual
inundation. Of the causeways and avenues which formed the road; some re-
mains may yet be traced. At present the beaten pathway throughout Bengal
directs the traveller, but no artificial road nor any accommodation, and in the
rainy season his progress by land is altogether barred. The total decay of the
public roads must be ascribed to the want of substantial and durable materials
for their construction. The Bengal government have completed a road from
Calcutta to Benares, which was principally done with the view of expediting
military movements, but has at the same time proved a very general
convenience.

The stations of the commercial residents, for the purchasing of the Company s
investments, are the following :

Bauliah, Dacca, Malda,

. Benares, Etaweh and Calpee, Patna,
‘Goruckpoor, ) Golaghore, ' Radanagore,
Mow, One resident. rripaul, } Rungpoor,
Azimgur, Jungeypoor, Santipoor, and
Commercolly and Hurrial, Keerpoy and Midnapoor, Soonamooky.
Cossimbazar, . Luckipore and Chittagong,

The commercial agents have in general an assistant in the civil service, and
an establishment of native officers. The whole are subordinate to the Board of
Trade, consisting of two members, besides a nominal president, a member of
the Supreme Council.

- The charges defrayed by the East India Company for the management of their
trade in Bengal, at the presidency and subordinate stations, so far as the same
can be distinguished from the civil and other charges respectively, was, in the
year 1813, current rupees, 1,426,559.

. Custom Houses for the collection of the duties on the trade of the interior are
established at '

Agra, Benares, Dacca, Mirzapoor,
Allahabad, Calcutta, Furruckabad, Moorshedabad, and
Balasore, Caunpoor, Ghazipoor, Patna.

‘Bareily, Chittagong, Hooghly,
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Salt agencies, for the manufacture of that article on government account, are

established at
Bulwah and Chittagong, Hidjellee, and
Cuttack, Tumlook.
24 Pergunnahs and Roymungul,

As yet Bengal may be said to have but one port of export, which is Calcutta;
although square rigged vessels of small size occasionally load rice in some of the
Sunderbund rivers, and vessels of large dimensions are built at, and sail from the
town of Islamabad, the capital of Chittagong. But the aggregate is insignifi-
cant compared with the commerce of the great metropolis, under which head -
some further details will be found.

The original manner in which all internal commerce seems to have been
conducted in Bengal, was at hauts or open markets, and this practice is still
very prevalent. These hauts are held on certain days only, and are resorted to
by petty venders and traders, who wish to buy or sell, and dispose of their
commodities by retail. They are usually established in open plains, where a -
flag is erected, to the vicinity of which, the farmer brings the produce of his
lands, the mechanic that of his work shop, and the fisherman of his net. To
carry on these operations a space of ground is reserved, divided by narrow
paths into several plots like the parterres of an old garden, each plot being
occupied by two or three venders, and the whole transacted in the open air.
Duties were formerly levied at each market by the proprietor of the land, who
was consequently interested in preserving peace, and seeing justice done, yet a
great majority exercised such rapacity, that their places of sale were deserted.
Great advantage resulted from the abolition of these imposts, the markets being
now free and placed under the protection of the nearest police officer; but h9 is
unable to attend every where, and as these hauts are at present constituted,
there is certainly no efficient legal superintendence, either to settle disputes,
confiscate fraudulent weights and measures, or to prevent extortions, both by
the zemindars, and the understrappers of the police. On the festivals of
Hindoo Gods, and of persons reputed saints by the Mahommedans, great num-
bers of persons assemble at spots esteemed peculiarly sacred, and traders em-
brace these opportunities of finding a market for their goods, in supplying the
wants of the multitude.

In Bengal, a bazar is a daily market where things in common use are regularly
sold, and it is not unusual to have them in a haut, where a number of petty
venders, besides the established shop-keepers frequent them. In gunges, or
bunders, the chief commodities sold are grain and the necessaries of life, and
they often include bazars and hauts, where the articles are sold by retail, and
in great variety. It is a very common termination of the names of towns in
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Bengal, and some of the adjacent provinces, and generally restricted to places
where there is water carriage; but the name is frequently much misapplied,
and many places are called gunge or bunder, where no merchant resides, and
which have long lost their importance, if they had ever attained any, being
unable to supply the traveller with the common necessaries of life. Dokan,
a shop, and dokandar, a shop keeper, are Persian words, but until the arrival
of the Mahommedans such establishments were probably very rare, or did not
exist at all in Bengal, where a vender sitting in the open air surrounded by his
goods was the original native manner of selling commodities, and in many parts
of the country the number of shops is still remarkably small.

Out of Calcutta the usual currency of Bengal is silver and cowries; gold
seldom appears, and copper has never been introduced. Some years ago gold in
the provincial tracts was abundant, but has since become very scarce, which is a
fortunate result for the poor, who were greatly cheated in this article by the
money changers. The most common silver currency is the new milled coinage
of Calcutta, of which however a considerable portion becomes speedily depre-
ciated. In the country there is still a considerable number of the old unmilled
coinage, which is subjected to a heavy batta or exchange; but there all minor
transactions, and even some of considerable magnitude, are settled by cowries,
which have for some years been very cheap.

Throughout the whole province there is no uniformity of weights and measures,
which not only vary in almost every market, but are different in the same market
for different kinds of goods. There are even different weights for the same
species; rice being frequently sold by one weight, and bought by another.
Neither are there any stamps on the weights, which are usually bits of stone, and
admit of the most gross deception, as do also the scales used in weighing,
which are so clumsily formed, that a dextrous person can easily impose on the
unwary, to which he is generally sufficiently disposed by nature. These scales
are never suspended but merely held in the hand, which besides limiting the
" weight to an inconsiderable amount, and of course occupying much time, per-
mits the exercise of considerable slight of hand on the part of the vender.
There is no denomination of weight greater than a maund, which is subdivided
into 40 seers. In Bengal a factory maund weighs 74 pounds, 10 ounces, and a
factory seer 1 pound 13 ounces; but the Bengal bazar maund is ten per cent.
heavier, and equals 82 pounds 2 ounces avoirdupois.

Liquids are also sold by the seer or maund, that is by measures supposed to
contain these weights, which although not quite so bad as the grain measures,
are still very defective. The grain measures are of basket work, in the form of
a hemisphere, and are supposed when heaped to contain a certain weight of rice
in the husk, against which theére are innumerable objections. In those parts of
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Bengal where articles of consumption are the cheapest, the following are nearly
the prices. Europeans of course pay much more.

Live Stock.
Rice, per maund, (80 lbs) 4 rupee A milch cow . . 5 rupees
Barley . ditto . . % A good bullock . 8
Pease . . ditto B Abul . . . . 4
Salt . . ditto . 3 A milch buffaloe . 20
Mustard oil ditto . 5 A ram 3
Ghee . . ditto . 10 A common sheep
Coarse sugar ditto . 4 A he goat . +
Treacle . .ditto . .14 A milch goat 1
Mik . . ditto , . 3% Akid orlamb . 1

30 fowls 1

10 ducks 1

- During the Hindoo government, bankers, or dealers in money, were probably
of small importance and their rank low; but on the Mahommedan conquest,
commerce seems to have increased, and, to facilitate its operations, bankers were
introduced from the west of India. In the late Mahommedan government the
revenue was remitted to Moorshedabad through these bankers. This branch of
profit they have now lost in the provincial parts, and are chiefly employed by
landholders in keeping their rents, paying the revenue, and in conveying the
surplus to such as reside at a distance. They also occasionally advance to
landlords who are in arrears for the land revenue. On this loan they take one
per cent. per month, but exact much more under the name of profit, which is
deducted from the principal at the time the loan is granted.

Potdars, or money changers, are a very numerous class, but many of them
having no shop sit in the open market with heaps of cowries placed before them.
In the more rural quarters the money changer goes to market with a bag of
cowries on his head, or if a rich man, with a loaded ox, which if strong may
carry to the value of 150 rupees. All the early part of the market he sells
cowries for silver to the people who wish to purchase goods, and in the evening
the various hucksters bring back their cowries and exchange them for silver. In
the morning the money changer usually gives 5760 cowries for a rupee, and in
the evening he gives a rupee for 5920 cowries, which is a profit of one thirty-
sixth part on every good mint rupee, besides a fluctuating batta or exchange on
all others. In Calcutta cowries are reckoned thus :—

4 cowries . . . . 1 gunda,
20gundas . . . . 1pon. ,
32pons . . . . . 1 current rupee 2s. (2,560 cowries.)

- It is also customary with the money changers to advance cowries to all ser-
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vants who have monthly wages, and at the end of the month when the wages
become due, they return the loan in silver; for all this class, if trusted, anticipate
their income. To these improvident persons the money changer gives only 70
pons of cowries for his rupee, so that he realizes four seventy-fourths per month
for the use of the money, but occasionally he loses his principal. Labourers
among the natives receive their daily pay in cowries, the daily markets, even of
Europeans, are made with these shells, they are distributed in alms, used on all
occasions, and are in fact an excellent circulating medium, and proof of cheap-
ness in whatever country they form the common currency. The natives of
course become wel acquainted with their quality, and a Bengalese huckster
refuses as stoutly a cowry with a hole in it, as in England a shopkeeper does a
Birmingham shilling.—( Colebrooke, F. Buchanan, Tennant, Ward, W. B. Bayley,
Lambert, &c. &c. &c.)

COMMERCE.
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EXTERNAL COMMERCE OF BENGAL for 1810—1811.
IMPORTS TO BENGAL. EXPORTS FROM BENGAL.
1810—1811. Ships. Merchandize.| Treasure. | ToTar. Ships.  |Merchandize.| Treasure. | ToTar.

No.| Tons. | Sicca Rps, [Sicca Rps. [Sicca Rps. || No.| Tons. | Sicca Rps. [Sicca Rps, [Sicca Rps.

LoNpoN - - - - = 26| 16,292| 3,759,302 127,92¢| 3,867,224 24| 14,488 7,087,766 » 7,087,766
||

Copenhagen - ® - = » » 13,464 » 13,464 » »” » » »
Lisbon and Rio Janeiro - 4| 1,350 270,879 | 1,628,206 1,894,085 6| 2,213 1,462,230 ” 1,462,230
Foreicy Evrore - - 4| 1,350 284,343 | 1,623,206| 1,907,549 6] 2,213|_ 1,462,230 » 1,462,230
AMERICA- = - - = 171 5,067 258,289 | 6,515,605| 6,771,894| 17| 4,953] 6,836,365 ” 6,836,365
Malabar - - - - - 6| 2,480 891,565 ”» 391,565|| 17| 4,957 2,238,699 ” 2,238,699
Coromandel - - - - 330| 54,252 857,993 142,270| 1,000,463| 507| 46,365, 1,123,456 »”» 1,123,456
Sumatra - - - - - | 10| 2,390 177,977 | 457,907 635883 6| 1,055] 327,614 » 327,614,
Ceylon - - - - - 6| 900l 62,623 ” 62,623 6 900l 17,756 ” 17,756
Britisn Asta - - - | 352/ 60,02¢| 1,490,138 | 600,377| 2,090,585 S36| 53,257 8,707,585 [ . | 3,707,525
Gulfs of Persia and Arabia| 20{ 8,009 540,490 399,520] 940,010 12| 4,238| 2,190,208 ”» 2,190,208
Manilla - - - - - 4 1,270 608,011 | 2,366,931| 2,969,942 8| 1,110| 1,270,541 ” 1,270,541
Penang and Eastward - 29| 8,211] 1,329,894 | 1,960,753 3,290,647| 29| 7,527 3,242,198 » 3,242,198
China - - - - - - 12| 6,42 1,759,464 | 4,824,492 6,588,956/ 11| 5,605| 7,872,295 ”» 7,372,295
Pegn - - - - - - | 20 4,115 184,129 " 184,129| 9| 1,970 90,182 » 90,182
ForeiaN Asta - - - 35l 28,033) 4,416,988 | 9,551,696/13,968,684( 64| 20,450, 14,165,424 ”» 14,165,424
Mauritius - - - - - 19| 8,623 109,488 £5,200] 134,688 2 5,093 572,807 » 572,807
C‘pe of Good Hope - 1 430, ” ”» ” 1 125 4';240 » 40"‘0
New South Wales - - 6| 2,097 46,562 4!,209J 87,771)f 10[ 1,680 276,289 ” 276,289
Maldives Islands- - - Q! 3,750 139,747 ”» 189,747 25| 3,750 94,337 ” . 94,387
Various places - - - | 51| 14900( 295797 | 66,409 362,206/ 100 31,738 947,723| ., 942,723|
Torar Forzion Asta - | 136 42,933 4,712,785 | 9,618,105 14,330.390“ 164 o:.mal 15113147 |, |15,113,147
Torar Private Trapr | 586| 125,911 10,484,877 [18,483,215/28,968,002( 547|127, 34,207,083 » 34,207,033
Coupany’s Trape - -




COMMERCE. ] , OF BENGAL.

Ezport of Cotton from Calcutta and Bombay, in the course of 1818.

From’ From Total Bales of Value in

~ To Calcutta, Bombay. 300lbs. weight.  Sicca Rupees.
England . . . 178,020 128,512 306,532 24,522,560
The Continent . 40,642 40,109 80,751 6,460,080

» America . . 41,210 42,289 84,199 6,735,920
China . . . 76,967 112,173 189,173 15,133,840

336,848 323,807 660,655 52,852,400  £6,606,550
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CHAPTER IV.

POPULATION OF THE PROVINCE, DISTRICTS AND TOWNS.

THE inhabitants of Bengal are numerous in proportion to the tillage and
manufactures that employ their industry, and under the British government the
population has certainly undergone a progressive increase, which still continues,
and surpasses that of England in the best cultivated districts, the situation of
all classes being highly favourable to the propagation of the species. It has,
however, occasionally met with checks, as happened in 1770, when it is supposed
that nearly one fifth of the inhabitants perished by famine. In 1784, the same
calamity prevailed, but in a much less degree; in 1787, many lives were lost in
the eastern provinces by inundation, and in 1788 by a partial scarcity; but since
the period last mentioned, famine and even scarcity have been wholly unknown.

Various estimates-of the total population have been made at different times ;
but until 1801, during the administration of the Marquis Wellesley, no approach
to actual investigation was ever attempted. An undertaking of this description
requires to be conducted with peculiar delicacy, the natives in general being
averse to even the appearance of innovation, and to any new arrangement which
tends to bring them more immediately under the observation of the magistrate,
~ or to impose on them either additional duties or expense. Neither can accurate
returns be expected from the zemindars who are jealous of the views and inten-
tions of the government. Different indirect expedients have in consequence
been resorted to ; such as, 1st a computation from the quantity of salt consumed,
which being a monopoly can be ascertained with tolerable precision.

2d. The number of ploughs required to cultivate the extent of land occupied,
allowing one for each 15 Calcutta begahs, or five acres, and five persons for each
plough, adding afterwards the other classes of society.

3d. A list called Khana Shumari, containing a statement of the number of
houses, families, tradesmen, castes, ploughs, looms, tanks, and other public works,
civil and religious, within the jurisdiction of the magistrate, which is usually
kept under all native governments, but which is frequently a doubtful authority.

4th. From an actual enumeration of houses, as effected in 1814 by Mr, Bayley,
then judge and magistrate of Burdwan, as will be found detailed under the
description of that district. In prosecution of this object 98 towns and villages
were selected for examination, situated in Burdwan, Hooghly, Midnapoor, Bir-
boom, and the Jungle Mahals., The returns when received were rigidly ex-
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amined, and the places selected differed in size, opulence, and other circum-
stances. Some were market towns, or possessed established manufactures; some
principally inhabited by Hindoos, others by Mahommedans; some were heavily
assessed, while others were rent free ; the average therefore may safely be con-
sidered as applicable to the Bengal province generally. The result of this in-
vestigation gave 82,285 females, to 81,149 males. The proportion of persons
allowed to a house was 51; a ratio probably less than the real number, as it is
well known that many of the dwellings of the more wealthy inhabitants include
several distinct buildings, huts, or out-offices, within the same inclosure, yet in
the estimate were only reckoned as one. We shall now proceed to give the
different estimates, deduced by their authors from the best documents existing
at the time of their formation, but which there is great reason to suppose, from
subsequent research, were all much under the mark.

In 1772, Lord Clive computed the population of the British provinces, con-
sisting then of Bengal and Bahar at 20,000,000 of persons.

In 1789, Sir William Jones reckoned them at 24,000,000.

In 1793, Mr. Colebrooke was decidedly of opinion after mature consideration,
that including Benares they could not be reckoned at less than 27,000,000,
which corroborates Sir William Jones's calculation. Another estimate was made
in 1790, but thought unworthy of consideration, which carried the population so
high as 32,987,000, yet was probably the most correct.

In 1801, by the directions of the Marquis Wellesley, then Governor-General,
the Board of Revenue in Bengal circulated various questions, on statistical
subjects, to the magistrates and collectors of the different divisions, with the view
of ascertaining the population and resources of their respective districts. The
returns to these were, with some valuable exeeptions, rather hastily made, and
without due consideration of the subject; but it is remarkable that all these
public functionaries, either from the fear of appearing to exaggerate, or from the
novelty of the subject, kept greatly within the real amount; which we shall
exemplify by a comparison of their estimates, with others subsequently made,
under more favourable circumstances, by Dr. Francis Buchanan. In 1807, 1808,
and 1809, this gentleman was deputed by government to survey and report on
the Bengal districts of Rungpoor, Dinagepoor, and Purneah, in the prosecution of
which the public officers of government (European and native) were directed to
render him every assistance, and to furnish him with every requisite record and
document. The results of his survey were most voluminous, and minute
reports, on the resources and actual condition of each district, accompanied by
statistical tables of the most elaborate description, comprehending not only the
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population of the whole, but of every separate police subdivision and town of
any importance or magnitude; and on the whole he was of opinion, that the
total amount of the population, as given in his tables, was not materially
wrong, although they might err in particular instances. Dr. Buchanan was
selected by government on account of the well-earned reputation he had
already obtained for general knowledge, soundness of judgment, and habits of
laborious research, and certainly no other person of equal abilities, with the
exception of Mr. Bayley, ever directed so much attention to this particular
pbject, or executed it with so many collateral advantages. The result of his
investigation, however, gives so enormous a population, when compared with
prior estimates, as utterly to astonish the mind, yet his conclusions succeeded
a most severe examination of all the existing circumstances; while the others
were, mostly, after very superficial consideration; and some evidently the
effusions of mere fancy and conjecture. When we add to this, that Mr.
Bayley's subsequent investigation of the population of Burdwan, in 1814,
tended completely to corroborate Dr. Buchanan’s calculations, we must think
them entitled to a decided preference. To render the subject more intelligible,
we subjoin the respective estimates of the magistrate, collector and Dr. Francis
Buchanan.
Rungpoor District. -

The Magistrate'’s estimate, 1801 . . . . . 1,000,000 inhabitants.
The Collector’s ditto, 1801 . . . . . . 400,000
Dr. Francis Buchanan’s ditto, 1809 . . . 2,735,000
Dinagepoor District.
The Magistrate's estimate, 1801 . . . . . 700,000
The Collector’s ditto, 1801 . . . . . . 1,000,000
Dr. Francis Buchanan’s ditto, 1808 . . . 3,000,000
¢ Purneah District.
The Magistrate’s estimate, 1801 . . . . . 1,400,000
The Collector’s ditto, 1801 : . . . . . 1,450,000
Dr. Francis Buchanan’s ditto, 1810 . . . . 2,900,000

We now proceed to give a detailed statement of the number of inhabitants in
Bengal, Bahar, and Benares, extracted from the returns of the magistrates and
collectors in 1801, with the exception of the three districts above mentioned,
and Boglipoor and Bahar, which are taken from Dr. Buchanan’s Statistical Tables,
and of Burdwan from Mr. Bayley, in the Asiatic Researches. It will immediately
strike the reader that if the population of the other districts be as much under-

rated as those surveyed by Dr. Buchanan and Mr. Bayley, great as the sum total
is, it would nearly admit of being -doubled.
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Population of-the Province of Bengal. Inhabitants.

The 24 Pergunnahs, including Calcutta, 1801 1,625,000

Midnapoor district, 1801 .o 1,500,000

Hooghly district, 1801 1,000,000

Burdwan district, 1814 1,450,000

Jessore district, 1801 1,200,000

Nuddea district, 1801 . 800,000

: 7,575,000
‘Dacca Jelalpoor district, and the city, 1801 1,140,000
Backergunge district, 1801 926,000
Chittagong district, 1801 1,200,000
Tiperah district, 1801 750,000
Mymunsingh district, 1801 1,360,000
Silhet district, 1801 . 500,000

—5,876,000
Moorshedabad district and city, 1801 1,020,000
Birboom district, 1801 . 700,000
Rajshahy district, 1801 . 1,500,000
Rungpoor district, 1809 2,735,000
Dinagepoor, 1808 3,000,000
Purneah district, 1810 2,900,000

11,855,000

Total Bengal . 25,306,000

Bahar Province.

Boglipoor district, 1811 2,755,150
Bahar district, 1812 . 2,019,000
Sarun district, 1801 1,200,000
Shahabad district, 1801 2,000,000
Tirhoot district, 1801 2,000,000
Ramghur, district, by estimate 1,000,000

, n 10,974,150

Benares province, 1801 3,000,000

Containing 162,000 square miles—Total old provinces . 39,679,150

Bengal comprehends within its geographical limits, three very large cities,
Calcutta, Dacca, and Moorshedabad, besides many prosperous inland trading
towns, such as Hooghly, Serajegunge, Bogwangola, Cossimbazar, each con-
taining a great population, but of which no authentic returns have been as yet
discovered. The following are the number of inhabitants reported on very
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probable grounds to be resident in the cities and towns respectively to which
the numbers are attached :

Calcutta . . 500,000 Chandernagore 41,377 Narraingunge 20,000
Dacca . . 200,000 Purneah . . 33,000 Maulda . . 18,000
Moorshedabad 150,000 Rajamahal . 30,000 Gour . . . 18,000
Burdwan . 53,900 Dinagepoor . 28,000 Chandercona 18,145

The small villages of from 100 to 500 are almost incredibly numerous, and in
some parts of the country form a chain of many miles along the banks of the
rivers, similar to what we find described in the most populous parts of the
Chinese empire. While passing them by the inland navigation it is pleasing to
view the cheerful bustle and crowded population by land and water; men, old
women, children, birds, and beasts, all mixed and intimate, evincing a sense
of security, and appearance of happiness, seen in no part of India beyond the
Company's territories. Nor have the natives of Bengal any real evils to com-
plain of, except such as originate from their own propensity to litigation, and
from the occasional predatory visits of gang robbers and river pirates. To pro-
tect them from the last, the exertions of the government, and of their servants
in the magistracy, have been most strenuous, and continued with such persever-
ing and increasing energy, that there is at last a prospect of this most desirable
object being accomplished. With respect to the first, the Bengalese are from
characteristic peculiarity, particularly prone to legal disputation, and, politically
pacific, seem socially and domestically martial. Among them wars seem
frittered into law, and the ferocious passions dwarfed down to the bickering and
snarling of the hut and village. In this vociferation they are greatly assisted by
the women, who after the age of thirty, generally turn termagants, and become
agitated by a furious spirit of discord, which they vent in such loud, virulent,
and indecent railings, as are no where else to be paralleled.

We shall now proceed to describe the city of Calcutta, and also the settle-
ments belonging to the French, Dutch, and Danes, which in its vicinity are scat-
tered along the banks of the Hooghly branch of the Ganges.—(" Public documents,
manuscript and printed, F. Buchanan, Colebrooke, W. B. Bayley, &c.&c.&c.)

CALCUTTA (Calicata).

This city is situated about 100 miles from the sea, on the east side of the
western branch of the Ganges, named by Europeans the Hooghly, or Calcutta
river, but by the natives, the Bhagirathi, or true Ganges, and considered by
them peculiarly holy. Fort William, its citadel, stands in lat. 22° 23' N.
long. 88° 28  E.

The locality of this capital is not fortunate, for it has extensive muddy lakes,
and an immense forest close to it, and was at first deemed scarcely less
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unhealthy than Batavia, which it resembled in being placed in a flat and marshy
country. The English, it has been remarked, have been more inattentive to
the local advantages of situation than the French, who have always in India
selected better stations for founding their foreign settlements. The jungle has
since been cleared away to a certain distance, the streets properly drained, and
the ponds filled up, by which a vast surface of stagnant water has been removed,
but the air of the town is still much affected by the vicinity of the Sunderbunds.
At high water, the riveris here a full mile in breadth, but during ebb tide, the
opposite shore exposes a long range of dry sand banks. On approaching Cal-
cutta from the sea, a stranger is much struck with its magnificent appearance;
the elegant villas on each side of the river, the Company’s botanic gardens, the
spires of the churches, temples, and minarets, and the strong and regular
citadel of Fort William. It exhibited a very different appearance in 1717, of
which the following is a correct description. '

The present town was then a village, appertaining to the district of Nuddea,
the houses of which were scattered about in clusters of 10 or 12 each, and the
inhabitants chiefly husbandmen. A forest existed in the south of Chandpaul
Ghauat, which was afterwards by degrees removed. Between Kidderpoor and
the forest, were two villages, whose inhabitants were invited to settle in
Calcutta, by the ancient family of the Seats, who were at that time merchants of
great note, and very instrumental in bringing Calcutta into the form of a town.
Fort William and the esplanade are the site where this forest, and the two
villages above mentioned formerly stood.  In 1810, there were still inhabitants
alive, who could recollect a creek, which extended from Chandpaul Ghaut to
Balliaghaut ; and who said, that the drain before the government house is where
it took its course. To the south of the Beytakhana there is still a ditch, which
shews evident traces of the continuation of this ereek. In 1717, there was a
small villagé, consisting of straggling houses, surrounded by puddles of water,
where now stand the elegant houses at Chouringhee ; and Calcutta may, at this
period, be described as extending to Chitpore bridge, but the intervening space
comsisted of ground covered with jungle. In 1742, a -ditch was dug round a
considerable portion of the boundaries of Calcutta, to prevént the incursions of
the. Maharattas; and it appears from Orme's History of the War in Bengal, that
at the time of its capture in 1756, there were about 70 houses in the town be-
longing ‘to the English. What are now called the esplanade, the site of
Fort William and ‘Chouringhee, were, so late as 1756, a complete jungle, inter-
spersed with hqts, and small pieces of grazing and arable land.

In 1752, the town of Calcutta (as described by Mr. Holwell) was divided into
four principal districts, under the denominations of Dee Calcutta, Gorindpoor,
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Sootanutty, and Bazar Calcutta, to each of which, and to the great bazar a
distinct cutcherry was appropriated. These four districts comprehended 7,205
begahs of land, and contained (exclusive of mosques, temples, &c. &c.) 9,451
houses. Within the Company’s bounds, there was also land then possessed by
independent proprietors, amounting to 3,050 begahs, and containing 5,267
houses ; which, added to those under the Company’s protection, made the whole
amount to 14,718 houses, on 10,255 begahs (at 30 begahs to 11 acres) equal to
3,790 English acres. For the sake of distinction, Mr. Holwell calls the pro-
prietors of the above 14,718 houses, principal tenants, or holders of leases, who
had their lodgers or under tenants within their respective limits, estimated in
the ratio of five under tenants to each principal lease holder, who possessed one
begah of land. If, therefore, 8,522, the exact number of begahs paying rent,
be multiplied by 6, the number of houses then in Calcutta would be 51,132,
which sum being multiplied by 8 inhabitants for each house (which Mr. Holwell
calls a moderate number), the result would give a total of 409,056 constant
inhabitants, without reckoning the multitude that were daily coming and
going.

The modern town of Calcutta extends along the east side of the river above
six miles, but the breadth varies very much at different places. The esplanade
between the town and Fort William leaves a grand opening, along the edge of
which is placed the new government house, erected by the Marquis Wellesley,
and continued on in a line with this edifice, is a range of magnificent houses
ornamented with spacious verandahs. Chouringhee, formerly a collection of
native huts, is now an entire village of palaces, and extends for a considerable
distance into the country. The architecture of the houses is Grecian, which
does not appear the best adapted for the country or climate, as the pillars of the
verandahs are too much elevated, to keep out the sun during the morning and
evening; although at both these times, especially the latter, the heat is ex-
cessive; and in the wet season it is deluged by the rain. Perhaps a more con-
fined Hindoo style of building, although less ornamental, might be found of
more practical comfort. The principal square extends about 500 yards each
way, and contains in the centre an extensive tank, surrounded by a handsome
wall and railing, and having a gradation of steps to the bottom, which is 60 feet
from the top of its banks. A range of indifferent looking houses, known by the
name of the writers buildings, occupies one side of the square, and near to it on
the site of the old fort, taken by Seraje ud Dowlah, in 1757, is a custom house,
and several other handsome buildings. The black hole is now part of a ware-
house, and filled with merchandize. A monument is erected facing the gate, to
commemorate the unfortunate persons who there perished; but it has been
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struck by lightening, and is itself going fast to decay. A quay has been erected
in front of the custom house, which promises to be a great convenience, and it
would be a still greater were the embankment extended along the whole face of
the town next the river. In 1818, to make room for some improvements in the
neighbourhood of Tank Square, the remaining portion of the wall of the old fort
was removed, on which occasion its solid and substantial fabric, both as to brick
and mortar, indicated a falling off in the art of building in India.

The government house is the most remarkable public edifice in Calcutta.
The lower story forms a rustic basement, with arcades to the building, which
is Ionic. On the north side there is a flight of steps, under which carriages
drive to the entrance; and, on the south there is a circular colonade, with a
dome. The four wings, one at each corner of the building, are connected with
it by circular passages, so long as to secure their enjoying the air all round,
from whichever quarter the wind blows. These wings contain all the private
apartments; and in the north-east corner is the council room, decorated like
other public rooms with portraits. The centre of the building contains two
uncommonly fine rooms: the lowest is paved with dark grey marble, and
supported by doric columns, chunamed, resembling marble. Above this hall is
the ball-room, floored with dark polished wood, and supported by Ionic pillars.
Both rooms are lighted by a profusion of cut glass lustres, suspended from the
painted cieling, where an excellent taste is displayed in the decorations.

Besides the government house, the other public buildings are a town house,
the court of justice, and two churches of the established religion, one of which
makes a very handsome appearance, but the other is a plain building. There
are also churches for the Portugueze Catholics, another of the Greek persuasion,
an Armenian church, and many small Hindoo temples, and Mahommedan
mosques. The hospital and jail are to the south of the town. The botanic
garden is beautifully situated on the west bank of the river, and gives the name
of Garden Reach to a bend of the Hooghly. Above the garden there is an
extensive teak plantation, which is not a native of this part of India, but which
thrives well here. There is a private dock yard opposite to Fort William, and
another one mile below it, on the same side of the river.

The black town extends along the river to the north, .and exhibits a remark-
able contrast to the part inhabited by Europeans. Persons who have only seen
the latter (which is probably the case of a great many individuals) have little
conception of the remainder of the city; but those, who have been led there by
their public or private avocations, will bear testimony to the wretched condition
of at least six in eight parts of this externally magnificent city. The streets here
are parrow, dirty, and unpaved; the houses of two stories are of brick, with
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flat terraced roofs; but the great majority are mud cottages, covered with small
tiles, with side walls of mats, bamboos, and other. combustible materials, the
whole within and without swarming with population. Fires, as may be inferred
from the construction, are of frequent occurrence ; but do not in the least affect
the European quarter, which, from the mode of building, is quite incombustible.
In this division the houses stand detached from each other, within a space
enclosed by walls, the general approach being by a flight of steps under a large
verandah, their whole appearance being uncommonly elegant and respectable.
Although brick, mortar, and wood, are not scarce in Calcutta, yet the money
sunk in building a house is very considerable; and, being.a perishable com-
modity, requiring constant repair, house Tent is . proportionally high.: The
white ants are also so destructive and rapid in their operations; that sometimes
every beam in a house may be completely excavated internally, while out-
wardly it appears perfectly sound.

In Calcutta, the greater number of the bazars are the property of" mdmduals,
who pay a certain assessment to government, fixed in perpetuity, or for a long
period of years. The total number of this description is 13, and their collective
assessment 10,050 rupees. Three of them, denominated from the persons who
established them, Tiretta’s bazar, Sherburne's bazar, and Short's bazar, are
held under grants from government for:99 years; the two former assessed with
500 rupees per annum ; the last with 832 rupees. These grants were made tg
encourage the construction of substantial buildings, adapted for the convenience
of the market dealers in the different parts of the town. Six other bazars,
erected on ground belonging to the government, are let in farm.

Fort William stands about a quarter of a mile below the town, and is superior
in strength and regularity to any fortress in India; It is of an octagon form,
five of the faces being regular, while the forms of the other three next the river,
are according to the local circumstances. As no approach by land is to be ap-
prehended on this side, the river.coming up to the glacis, it was merely neees-
sary to guard against attack by water, by providing a great superiority of fire,
which’ purpose has ‘been attained by giving the citadel towards the water the
form of a large salient angle, the faces of which enfilade the course of: the river.
From these faces the guns continue to bear upon the objects, till they approach
very near to the city, when they would receive the fire of the battéries parallet
to the river. This part is likewise defended by adjommg bastions, and a counter-
guard which covers them. :

The five regular sides are towards the land ; the bastions have all very salient
orillons, behind which are retired circular flanks, extremely spacious, and an
inverse double flank at the height of the berme. This double flank would be an
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excellent defence, and would serve to retard the passages of the ditch, as from
its form it cannot be enfiladed. The orillon preserves it from the effect of
ricochet shot, and it is not to be seen from any parallel. The berme, opposite
to the curtain, serves as a road to it, and contributes to the defence of the
ditch like a fausse-bray.

The ditch is dry, with a cunette in the mlddle which receives the water of
the river by means of two sluices that are commanded by the fort. The
counterscarp and covered-way are excellent, every curtain is covered with a
large half moon, without flanks, bonnet, or redoubt, but the faces mount 13
.pieces of heavy artillery each ; thus giving to the defence of these ravelins, a fire
of 26 guns. The demi-bastions, which terminate the five regular fronts on each
side, are covered by a counterguard, of which the faces, like the half moons,
are pierced with 13 embrasures. These counterguards are connected -with
two redoubts, constructed in the place of arms of the adjacent re-entering angles;
the whole is: faced and palisadoed with care, kept in admirable condition, and
. capable of making a vigorous defence against any army, however formidable.
The advanced works are executed on an extensive scale; and the angles of the
half moons being extremely acute, project a great way, so as to be in view of
each other beyond the flanked angle of the polygon, and capable of taking the
trenches in the rear at an early period of the approach.

This citadel was commeneed by Lord Clive soon after the battle of Plassey,
and was intended by him to be complete in every respect, but it has since been
discovered, that it is erected on too extensive a scale to answer the purpose for
which it was intended, that of a tenable post in case of extremity, as the number.
of troops required to garrison it properly, would be able to keep the field. It
is capable of containing 15,000 men, and the works are so extensive, that 10,000
would be required to defend them efficiently, and from first to last have cost the
East India Company two millions sterling. The works are scarcely at all raised
above the level of the surrounding country, of ceurse do not make an imposing
appearance from without, nor are they perceptible until closely appreached.
This excites great surprise in the natives coming frem the interior, who always
connect the idea of great strength with great elevation, and usually mistake the
barracks for the fort; which, however, only eontains such buildings as ere ab-
solutely necessary, such as the residence of the commandant, quarters for the’
officers and troops, and the arsenal. These barracks make a very handsome’
appearance, and afford excellent accommodation both to the privates and officers.-
The interior of the fort is perfectly open, presenting to the view large grass plots
and gravel walks, kept cool by rows ef trees, and in the finest order, intermixed"
with piles of balls, bomb shells, and cannon. Each gate has a house over it
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destined for the residence of a major. Between the fort and town an extensive
level space intervenes, called the esplanade.

The garrison is usually composed of two or three European regiments, one of
artillery, with artificers and workmen for the arsenals. The native corps,
amounting to about 4,000 men, are generally cantoned at Barrackpoor, fifteen
miles higher up the river, and supply about 1,200 monthly, to perform the duty
of the fort. The wells in the different out-works of Fort William, some of
which are 500 yards from the river, during the hot season become so brackish,
as to be unfit either for culinary purposes, or for washing. Government has
in consequence formed an immense reservoir, occupying one of the bastions, to
be filled, when required, with rain water.

Until 1814, it had always been a commonly received opinion that the soil in
the vicinity of Calcutta was particularly moist and full of springs, but the
reverse was proved in that year, as after boring to the depth of 140 feet, no
springs of any description were perceptible. While deepening, in 1813, the
great tank at the beginning of the Chouringhee road, a quantity of decayed .
wood was found at the depth of 35 feet below the surface, which was imagined
at that time to be an accidental circumstance; but in 1814, when Sir Edward
 Hyde East bored in search of springs, rotten wood in a stratum of blue clay
was perforated, at the distance of half a mile from the tank above mentioned,
which renders probable the supposition, that the debris of an ancient forest
forms a substratum to a considerable extent, at that distance from the surface.
The acknowledged improvement of the climate in and about Calcutta of late
years, is to be ascribed to the attention paid by the police to a general system
of drainage, and to the cutting of broad straight roads through the contiguous
woods, in the direction of the prevailing winds. If some less swampy pro-
duction could be substituted for rice in its neighbourhood, perhaps a still greater
degree of salubrity might be attained. The rainy season at Calcutta usually
begins about the 12th of June, and is accompanied by much thunder, and ends
about the 14th of October. .

Calcutta possesses the advantage of an excellent inland navigation, foreign
imports being transported with great facility on the Ganges and its subsidiary
streams, to the northern nations of Hindostan, while the valuable productions
of the interior are received by the same channels. There are seldom less than
one million sterling in cloths belonging to native merchants deposited in Cal-
cutta. for sale, and every other species of merchandize in an equal proportion.
- The total capital belonging to native monied and commercial interests was
estimated in 1807, to exeeed 16,000,000 sterling, and has certainly since that
time been greatly augmented. This amount is employed by them in the go-
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vernment funds, loans to individuals, internal and external trade, and in various
other transactions. The formerly timid Hindoo now lends money on respon-
dentia, on distant voyages, engages in speculations to remote parts of the world,
ensures as an underwriter, and erects indigo works in different parts of the
provinces. He has the advantage of trading on his own capital with much
greater frugality than a European, and exclusive of the security of his property,
enjoys the most perfect toleration of his religion. In September, 1808, the
Calcutta government bank was established, with a capital of 50 lacks of rupees,
of which government have 10 lacks, and individuals the remainder. The notes
issued are not for less than 10 rupees, or more than 10,000.

There have been various opinions as to the population of Calcutta, but it does
not appear that any very correct census has ever been taken. In 1802, the
police magistrates reckoned the population at 600,000; about 1810, Sir Henry
Russel, the chief judge, computed the population of the town and its environs
at one million; and General Kyd the population of the city alone at between
4 and 500,000 inhabitants. Probably half a million will be a tolerably correct
approximation of the real number. The adjacent country is also so thickly in-
habited, that in 1802 the police magistrates were of opinion that Calcutta, with
a circuit of 20 miles, comprehended 2,225,000 souls. In 1798, the number of
houses, shops, and other habitations in the town of Calcutta, belonging to
individuals, was as follows :

British subjects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4300
Armenians . I 2 10
Portugueze and other Christian inhabitants . . . . . 2,650
Hindoos . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .b6460
Mahomedans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .14,700

Chinese . . . . . . . « v v v v v v « . . 1

" Total houses . 78,760

The above statement does not include the new and old forts, and many
houses the property of the East India Company.
_ Rupees.
In the official year, 1813-14, the house tax collected amounted to . 186,053
The disbursements for salaries, collectors, commission, scavengers,
town watch and river watch (62,000 rupees), carts, labourers,
&c. &c. &c.amountedto . . . . . . . . . . . . . 178,266

Surplus . 7,787
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The following are the sums collected in different branches of the public town
revenue within Calcutta in the official year 1813-14. The tax for licenses on
the sale of spirits produced 150,948 rupees; the duty on the fermented juice of
the toddy tree 26,997 rupees; the tax on European distilleries 72,162 ; the duty
on Ganja, or intoxicating drugs, 9,004 rupees; the market duties 12,205; fees and
fines 9,868. The receipt of tolls on the canals was as follows :—

Rupees. Charges. Net receipts.

Tolley s Canal.—Produce of tolls, in 1813-14 62,885 4,482 58,002 '

NewCanal . . . . . ditto . . . 11,435 2,111 9,334 -
Banka Canal . . . . ditte . . . 6,906 2,264 4,643
Canals joining the Issamutty and other rivers in the Nuddea district. ‘
Collections in-1813-14 . . . . . . . 23,105 11,750 11,365

Through these canals, and along the various streams of flowing water, innu-
merable small craft arrive from the interior and upper provinces, loaded with the
produce and manufactures of their respective countries, while the shlppmg col-
lected opposite to the town presentsa magmﬁcent spectacle. The river in many
places reaches almost to the basis of the houses, and the people descend by flights
of steps built of brick masonry. Owing to the custom of throwing dead bodies
into it, the water is sufficiently dirty, yet is resorted to in crowds by the natives
for the purposes of ablution. The rapidity of the tides up and down causes a
constant circulation both of air and water, and tends to prevent the deleterious
effects which would otherwise result from a body of water containing such putrid
infusions, were it- in the slightest degree stagnant, or even torpid in its motions.
The following statement will shew the amount of forelgn shxppmg in the river
Hooghly on the 1st of February, 1819 :—. .

S . Tons
-EastIndlaCompanysshlps ‘e e e tece .l - 818
Free traders . . . e e o .. 24 11,174

Country ships employed . -+« . . . 29 10,516
Ditto - laid up for sale or-freight . . . 32 13,015

Americanvesssels . . . . . . . . . 6 1,966
Frenchvessels . . . . . . . . . . 7 20958
Spanishvessels . . . .. . . . . . — —
Portugueze vessels . . . . . . . . 5 1473
Danishvessels . . . . . . . . . . — —
Arabvessels . . . . . . . . . i — —_

. Total 41,920

The European society in Calcutta is numerous, gay, and convivial, and the
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fetes given by the Governors General, splendid and well arranged. Each of the
principal officers of government have their public days for the reception of their
friends, independent of which not a day passes, particularly during the cold
season, without several large dinner parties being formed of from 30 to 40. A
subscription assembly also subsists, ‘but it is unfashionable, although it is the
oaly place of public amusement, the society being much subdivided into parties.

It is usual to rise early, in order to enjoy the cool air of the morning, which is
particularly pleasant before sunrise. Betwixt one and two a meal is taken, which
is called tiffin, after which many retire to bed for two or three hours. The
dinner is commonly after sunset, which necessarily keeps the guests up until
midnight. The viands are excellent and served in great profusion; and as the
heat of the climate does not admit of their being kept, great part are at last
thrown out to the pariah dogs, and birds of prey. The lower orders of Portu-
gueze, to whom alone they could be serviceable, cannot consume the whole; and
the religious prejudices of the native servants, prevent their tasting any food
prepared by persons not of their caste or religion. To this circumstance is to be
attributed the amazing flocks of crows, kites, and vultures, which, undisturbed
by man, live together in amicable society, and almost cover the houses and gar-
dens. In their profession of scavengers, the kites and crows are assisted during-
the day by the voracious adjutant stork, and after stnset by pariah dogs, foxes,
and jackals, which then emerge from the neighbouring jungles, and with their.
howls make night hideous.

The wines chiefly drank are Madeira and claret; the former, which is excel-
lent, during the meal, the latter afterwards. The claret being medicated for the.
voyage, is by some considered too strong, and both sorts of wine incur great
danger from the musk rats, which, though small, have so strong a smell, that if
one of them gets into a chest of wine, every bottle of wine it passes over, smells
so disagreeably, and acquires so disgusting a flavour that it is not drinkable.

The Calcutta market supplies a great variety of game, such as snipes, wild
ducks, partridges, and different species of the ortolan tribe; the whole compa-
ratively cheap. The wild venison is much inferior to that of Britain, but the
park or stall fed is equally good. The hare is-a very poor creature, and differs
in many qualities from that of Britain, being deficient in size, strength and
swiftness, -which observation also applies to the Bengal fox, which is a very
~ contemptible animal. The tables of the gentlemen in Calcutta are distinguished
by a vast profusion of most beautiful fruits, procured at a very moderate expense,
such as pine apples, plantains, mangoes, pomeloes or shaddocks, melons of all
sorts, oranges, custard apples, guavas, peaches, and an endless variety of other
orchard fruits. But the great luxury of Calcutta is the mangoe fish (so named
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from its appearing during the mangoe season), the taste and flavour of which
can never be sufficiently extolled. By the natives they are named the Tapaswi
(penitent) fish, (abbreviated by Europeans to Tipsy,) from their resembling a class
of religious penitents, who ought never to shave. '

The usual mode of visiting is in palanquins, but many gentlemen have car-
riages adapted to the climate, and the breed of horses has lately been greatly
improved. - It is universally the practice to drive out between sunset and dinner,
and as it becomes dark, servants with torches go out and meet their masters, and
run before the carriages with an astonishing rapidity, and for a wonderful length
of time. It was formerly the fashion, and it is still adhered to up the country,
for gentlemen to dress in white cotton jackets on all occasions, being well suited
to the climate, but being thought too much of an undress for public occasions,
they are now laid aside for coats of English cloth.

The British inhabitants stationary in Calcutta, and scattered through the pro-
vinces, are generally hospitable in the highest degree, and most liberal where
their assistance is wanted. When an officer of respectability dies, in either
service, leaving a widow or children, a subscription is immediately commenced,
which in every instance has proved generous, and not unfrequently has conferred
on the parties a degree of affluence, that the life of the husband or parent could
not for many years have accomplished. The Asiatic Society was planned
by Sir William Jones on the outward voyage from England, and formed into a
regular institution on the 15th January, 1814. Its principal object is to concen-
trate in one foeus the valuable knowledge that may be occasionally attained of
Asia, or at least to preserve many little tracts and essays, the writers of which
might not think them of sufficient importance for separate publication. From
this period may be dated the commencement of all accurate information regard-
ing India in general, and Hindostan in particular, which even at the present day
is but very imperfectly known.

. The Company grant a princely allowance to their civil servants, but large as
it is, it does not always suffice for the expenses of the juniors, many of whom, on
their arrival, set up an extravagant establishment of horses, carriages, and ser-

in embarrassments, at a very early period
mode of living  they are obliged to borrow
ionied native of rank, who supplies their
extravagance, and encourages their dissipation until their difficulties are almost
inextricable. While the young civilian remains in an inferior situation, the debt
to the dewan continues to accumulate ; and when higher appointments are at
length attained, it requires years to clear off the embarrassments of his juvenile
thoughtlessness. Instances of this description are now rare compared with what
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they were at an earlier period of the Company’s acquisitions ; and, notwithstand-
ing the multiplied temptations, a very great majority of those who reach the
higher stations wholly escape their influence, and are distinguished for the most
unsullied integrity of character. Whenever a deviation has occurred, it could
invariably be traced to the imprudence of the young man on his first arrival, and
his subsequent dependence on his dewan.

The British merchants of Calcutta are a numerous and respectable body of
men, many of whom have acquired large fortunes by their industry and enter-
prising spirit, and conduce essentially to the -prosperity of the province. Here
they display a liberality in their manner of living, seldom equalled in other parts
of the world ; and their acts of charity and munificence to persons in distress
have never been surpassed by any s1m11ar number of individuals of any rank
whatever.

The Armenians are a respectable, and probably the most numerous body of
foreign merchants at the presidency. They carry on an extensive trade to
China and the eastward, and to the west as far as the Arabian Gulf, or Red Sea.
Some of the superior class are usually invited to the public balls and entertain-
ments. The number of Greek merchants in Calcutta is not considerable. .They
maintain one clergyman who performs religious worship according to their rites.
The Portugueze houses of agency are, in point of number, next to those of the
English. A very considerable number of the progeny of that nation reside in
Calcutta and the environs, and have approximated very closely to the natives in
appearance and manners. Among the various classes of mercantile community
no mention is made of Jews. Few of that nation have settled in Hindostan,
and Calcutta is probably the only very opulent town that is wholly free from
them. Their practices and occupations are engrossed by the native sirkars,
banyans, and writers ; most of whom are quite a match for any Jew. The shops
of these petty traffickers, although better than their houses, are mean and dis-
agreeable. The European shops are singularly splendid. Some of these native
traders have accumulated enormous fortunes, and the public apartments of a few
are fitted up after the European fashion with elegant chandeliers, pier glasses,
couches, chests of drawers, desks, and two or three hundred chairs; while in
other rooms the images of their gods are seen decorated with jewels. Seme
have taken to the drinking of tea, some keep English coaches and eqmpages
and one in particular had an English coachman.

Without being attached to some department of the service, or trained up to
some mechanical trade, there is hardly any hope of prosperity to a young man
migrating on chance from Europe. Here all the inferior situations of clerks,
overseers, &c. are necessarily occupied by the natives, and it is by these gradations

- 12
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in Europe, that young men rise to opulence in the commercial world. It is
scarcely in the power, even of a governor general, to assist a person of respec-
table connexions, who does not belong to one of the liberal professions; and
although the general climate of the province is not essentially improved, Euro-
peans are now much better acquainted with the means of counteracting its effects
than formerly, and deaths are far from being so frequent. Regularity of living,
avoiding too much exposure to the sun, and all extremes (even of abstinence) are
much more practised by the modern inhabitants, than they were by the early
adventurers ; vacancies, consequently, in any line or trade are of much rarer
occurrence. The maintenance and education of children, the offspring of Euro-
peans in India, have, on account of their number, become objects of great
importance. Two institutions for this purpose have been formed, one for the
education of officers’ children, and the other for those of private soldiers. To
these charitable foundations may be added a free school and native hospital.

. It is in Calcutta, that the effect of the intercourse between Europeans and
natives is in any degree visible, as there alone, an indistinct sort of link may
be discerned between the rulers and the people. The lowest and poorest Euro-
peans, and the native born Christians and Portugueze, do, in some slight degree,
mix with the natives in their ordinary concerns and amusements, just sufficient
to produce a very inconsiderable change in their manners and character. The
establishment of the supreme court, and the intercourse between the natives
and the lowest officers of that court, must be considered another cause of the
same nature ; but by these causes their morals have not been in the slightest
degree improved. On the contrary they have learned all the mean arts of chi-
canery, imposture, and litigiousness, to which they are by nature sufficiently
prone ; without acquiring a particle of plain dealing, firmness, independence of
spirit, or useful knowledge. They appear to imbibe only those principles of the
European character which tend to impair the mildness and simplicity of their
own; and whenever in the behaviour of the natives insolence, ill nature, coarse-
ness, brutality or drunkenness, qualities hostile to their national character, are
observed, the change may be invariably traced to their intercourse with low
Europeans.

The supreme court of judicature at Calcutta consists of a chief justice and
two puisne judges, nominated to their situations in India by the king. Its cog-
nizance extends to all British subjects, that is, natives or the descendants of
the natives of Great Britain in India, and to all the inhabitants within the paro-,
chial limits of Calcutta, as enclosed by the Maharatta ditch; but this court is
allowed no cognizance over the land revenue. In suits to which the natives are
parties, the judges are enjoined, by act of parliament, to respect the usages of
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the country. In matters of inheritance or contract, the rule of decision is to be
the law acknowledged by the litigant parties. Should only one of the parties
be a Mahommedan or Hindoo, it is to be the law acknowledged by the defendant.
Criminal offences are tried by a jury consisting, exclusively, of British subjects ;
in trials of a civil nature the judges decide both on the law and on the fact.
The supreme court also tries criminal charges against the Company's servants,
and civil suits in which the Company or the Company’s servants are concerned.
The law practitioners attached to the court are 14 attornies and 6 barristers.
Little morality is learned in a court of justice, and notwithstanding the seve-
rity of the police, and of the English laws, it appears probable that the morals
of the native inhabitants are worse in Calcutta, than in the provincial districts.
This is not to be attributed solely to the size, population, and indiscriminate
society of the capital, but in part to the supreme court; every native connected
with which appearing to have his morals contaminated by the intimacy. In
mentioning this evil, it is not intended in the most remote degree, to attribute it
to any individual, or body of men, or to speak with disrespect of the institution
itself; but merely to mention a fact, which has probably been remarked by every
judge who ever sat on the bench. Within these few years the natives have
attained a sort of legal knowledge, as it is usually denominated. This consists
of a skill in the arts of collusion, intrigue, subornation, and perjury, which
enables them to perplex and baffle the magistrate with infinite facility.
Notwithstanding the temptations to which the natives are exposed, it is sur-
prising how seldom thefts or burglaries are committed on the property of Euro-
peans in Bengal, who scarcely take any precautions towards their prevention. In
some families 30 or 40 domestics, many of them natives of distant provinces;
sleep during the night within the enclosure, or in the passages and verandahs of
the house, when every door is open, and detection almost impossible. Owing
to their extreme timidity they seldom venture to rob openly, or on a large
scale, but prefer a more indirect and complicated system of small pilfering and
cheating. .
Besides the supreme court, Calcutta is the head quarters of a court of appeal,
and circuit, which comprehends the following subdivisions: 1. Burdwan ; 2. Jungle
Mahals; 3. Midnapoor; 4. Cuttack; 5. Jessore; 6. Nuddea; 7. Hooghly; 8. The
" 24 Pergunnahs.—( Public documents, manuscript and printed, Lord Valentia, Ten-
nant, Sir H. Strachey, Milburn, Harrington, M. Graham, Rennell, &c. &c. &c.)
CuaNDERNAGORE (‘Chandranagara). This French settlement stands on the
west bank of the river Hooghly, about 16 miles direct distance above Calcutta, .
lat. 22° 49" N. long. 88° 26 E. The position of this town is in every respect
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better than that of Calcutta; the territory originally attached to it extended

two miles along the river and one inland. In 1814, an enumeration was made

of the houses and inhabitants, when the former were found to amount to 8,484,

and the latter to males 20,829, females 20,548 ;—total, 41,377.

. Abstract of receipts on account of the revenues of Chandernagore for one
year, from May, 1813, to April, 1814.

Rupees.
Landrevenue . . . . . . ... . . . . . . 9868
Excise . . . . . . . . . . . . <. . . 6,586
Variable imposts (sayer) . . . . . . . . . . 13,632
Commission on the sale of houses, &c. . . . . . . 2,050
Fees . . . . . . « « . « < < . . ... 118

Total rupees . 32,154

-While under the British government, the foreign settlements of Chandernagore,
Chinsura, and Serampoor, swarmed with receivers of stolen goods, who pur-
chased the stolen property clandestinely imported from the Company’s dis-
tricts; and, on account of the facilities afforded to this species of traffic, these
settlements were” resorted to by various classes of native cheats, swindlers,
hawkers, pedlars, and fraudulent pawnbrokers. On this account it was pro-
posed in 1814, by the police superintendant of the lower districts, that the
established shops of ironsmiths, silversmiths, braziers, &c. &c. should be placed
under the cognizance of the police. '

On the 23d of March, 1757, Chandernagore was taken by the forces under
Admiral Watson and Colonel Clive, after a most obstinate resistance, and with
great slaughter on board the ships engaged. It has since remained unfortified,
and has been taken possession of by the British government without opposition
on the commencement of hostilities with France. On the 4th of December,
1816, this settlement was delivered over to Major Dayot, the governor

- appointed to receive it on the part of the French government, after having been
(with the exception of a few months in 1802) 23 years in the occupation of the
British.—( W. B. Bayley, 1. Shakespear, Ives, Rennell, &c. &c.)

CuinsurA (Chinchura )—This Dutch settlement is situated on the west side

of the Hooghly river, 18 miles direct distance above Calcutta, latitude 22° 52" N.
“longitude 88° 28" E. The first factory of the Dutch East India Company was
erected here in 1656, and the site on the whole is much preferable to that of
Calcutta. In 1769, Chinsura was blockaded by the Nabob of Bengal’s forces,
to compel the payment of arrears of duties, although the province was then
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actually possessed by the English East India Company. It has since been re-
gularly captured by the British forces on the commencement of hostilities with
the Dutch.
Abstract of receipts on account of the revenues of Chinsura and Barnagore,
from the 1st of May, 1813, to 30th April, 1814.

Rupees.
Landrevepue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4725
Excise duties . . . S )
Variable imposts (sayer) e e e . .« . . 17,089
Commission on the transfer of houses, &c. &c c e 973
Fees e e e e e e e e e e e e e 10

Total rupees . 17,988

Schools were established at Chinsura, and in its vicinity, by Mr. Robert
May, with the view of instructing native children in reading, writing, and
arithmetic, in the Bengalese language, on an improved and economical system,
conveying instruction in a more speedy and effectual manner than could be
done by any of the ordinary modes of teaching. On the 11th of July, 1814, the
total number of children on the books of 15 village schools was 1080, and the
number of those who regularly attended 861. The greater proportion of the
teachers are Brahmins, and the remainder of the writer caste. In this school a
few of the more advanced boys are taught English, chiefly as a reward for their
proficiency in their own language, and their general good conduct; which
branch of education (the teaching of English) ought to receive more encourage-
ment than it has hitherto done; and at a future period Mr. May's plan may
form the basis of a system of more general instruction through the country.—
(Stavorinus, Rennell, May, &c. &c.)

SeramMpooRr (‘Sriramapura). This Danish settlement sta.nds on the west side
of the Hooghly river, about 12 miles above Calcutta, latitude 22° 45° N. longl-
tude 88° 26" E.

_ The appearance of Serampoor has a pleasing effect viewed from the river, the
houses being tolerably well built, and whitened like those of Calcutta with
chunam. It extends above a mile along the banks of the Hooghly, but the
breadth is very smalk, and the whole is environed by the British territories.
The town is without fortifications, and has only a small battery for saluting,
yet it bas been a very profitable settlement to the subjects of his Danish
majesty, principally by the facilities it afforded to the Calcutta merchants of
carrying on a trade during war, under the cover of the Danish flag. Ships of
burden cannot come close up to the town, on aecount of a shoal lower down,
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but labour in this province is so cheap, that the additional expense of conveying
the goods by boats adds little to the prime cost. Here also, until hostilities
commenced with Denmark, insolvent debtors found an asylum, from whence
they could set their creditors at defiance.

Serampoor is the head quarters of the missionaries delegated from Europe, for
the purpose of converting the natives of Hindostan to the Christian religion; and
here they have established a printing press, where the Scriptures have been
translated into a great variety of dialects. The proficiency attained by these
worthy men in the eastern languages is truly wonderful; they have mastered
even the Chinese, hitherto the opprobrium of linguists.

Abstract of receipts on account of revenues for one year, from lst May, 1813,

to 30th April, 1814.

Rupees.
Landrevenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . , 6,05
Excise . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,158
Variable imposts (sayer) . . . . . . . . . . 2,821

Commission on the sale of houses, &c. &c. . . . . . 202

Total rupees . 13,231
(Lord Valentia, &c. &c.)

BArRNAGORE (Varanagara). This small town stands on the east side of the
Hooghly river, about three miles above Calcutta. It was originally a Portu-
gueze settlement, but afterwards came into the possession of the Dutch; and
by the earlier British authorities is described as being the Paphos of Calcutta.
Here the coarsest sort of blue handkerchiefs are manufactured.

BaNkYBAzZAR. A small town on the east side of the Hooghly river, 13
miles north from Calcutta. The Dutch had formerly a factory here from which
they were expelled by Aliverdi Khan. Latitude 22° 46 N. longitude 38° 28" E.

Barrackroor. This may be designated as a British settlement, situated on
the east side of the river Hooghly, about 16 miles above Calcutta. Here are the
unfinished arches of a house begun by the Marquis Wellesley, but discontinued
by the frugality of the Court of Directors. In the park there is a menagerie,
but it contains few animals of any sort. Horse races are run here in the cold
season, government having discouraged those at Calcutta.—( M. Graham, &c.)

Barriacuavr. This is now properly a part of Calcutta, being its port for
the eastern inland navigation; although within the memory of inhabitants still
alive, a jungle intervened two miles in extent, infested by tigers and other
ferocious animals, by which several natives were anuually devoured. A
remarkable change has since taken place, there being an avenue of handsome
houses and gardens the whole way. It is situated at the western extremity of
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two shallow, muddy, salt lakes, which at low ebb are nearly empty, but which
when full, admit of being passed by boats and craft of considerable burthen.
Some old inhabitants resident in Calcutta, recollect a creek which ran from
Chandpaul Ghaut to Balliaghaut. They say that the drain from the govern-
ment house is where it took its course, and there is a ditch to the south of the
Beytakhana, which shews evident traces of the continuance of this creek.

(Fifth Report, &c.)

ﬂ

CHAPTER V.

REVENNUE SYSTEM, LAND TAX ASSESSMENT, ZEMINDARS, REVENUE OF EACH
DISTRICT, ABSTRACT OF THE TOTAL ANNUAL REVENUE, CHARGES AND
DEBTS, SALES OF ESTATES, PENSIONS, KHAS LANDS, PERPETUAL SETTLE-
MENT, MODE OF COLLECTION, CHANGES OF RIVERS, SURVEYS, FREE LANDS,
SAYER OR VARIABLE IMPOSTS, CUSTOMS, TOWN DUTIES, CANAL TOLLS,
STAMP DUTIES, SALT, ABKARRY OR EXCISE, PILGRIM TAX.

In the revenue system of Bengal, the ryot, or cultivator, is described as a
tenant paying rent, ahd his superior as a landlord or landholder; but strictly
speaking, his payment heretofore was a contribution to the state, levied by
officers named zemindars, standing between him and the government. In the
rule for the division of the crop, whether under special engagements, or by
custom; their proportions are known : viz. -

Half to the landlord and half to the tenant.

One-third to the landlord and twe-thirds to the tenant.

The standard for the regulation of rates has been lost, but we learn from the
observations on the revenue of Bengal, by the late James Grant, Esq., that the
assessment was limited not to exceed in the whole a fourth part of the actual
gross produce of the soil. In early times the demands of the Hindoo sovereigns
were still more moderate. The Mahabharat states that the prince was to levy a
fiftieth part of the produce of mines, and a tenth of corn. Menu and other
legislators authorize the sovereign to exact a tenth, an eighth, or a twelfth of

grain, according to circumstances, and a sixth of the clear annual produce
" of trees.

With respect to the much-disputed nature of landed property in Bengal, in

VOL. I. K
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one point of view the zemindars, as descendants of the ancient independent
Rajas, seem to have been tributary princes. In another light they appear to
be only the officers of government. Probably their real character partook of
both. .This, however, must be obviously restricted to Rajas, who possessed
great zemindaries. Numerous landholders subordinate to these, as well as
others independent of them, cannot evidently be traced to a similar origin; and
the Mahommedan sovereigns and governors of Bengal seem to have been
altogether indifferent with respect to the mutations of landed property, provided
the new proprietor paid his revenue.

The zemindars are now acknowledged for various reasons, and from considera-
tions of expediency, which decided the question, as proprietors of the soil.
Yet it has been admitted from very high authority, that anciently the sovereign
was the proprietor of the soil, that the zemindars were officers of revenue,
justice, and police, and that their office was frequently, but not necessarily,
hereditary. To collect and assess the contributions regulated as they were by
local customs, or particular agreements, but varying at the same time with the
necessities of the state, was the business of the zemindar, as a permanent, if
not as an hereditary officer. . For the due execution of his charge, he was
checked by permanent and hereditary officers of revenue and account.

Various changes have taken place in the mode of collecting the land revenue
of Bengal. From 1767 to 1769 the collection was entirely under the manage-
ment of Mahommed Reza Khan; Mr. Verelst, in 1769, sent supervisors into
several districts. In 1770, two boards of revenue were appointed, one at
Moorshedabad, and one at Patna. In 1772, Mr. Hastings, in consequence of
instructions from home, deprived Mahommed Reza Khan of all power, and
made Calcutta the seat of fiscal government. In 1773, the collectors were
withdrawn, and six provincial councils appointed. In 1781, these councils
were withdrawn, collectors again deputed, and a supreme board of revenue
appointed in Calcutta, which still continues. The total amount of the land
revenue collected for a series of years shews a remarkable equality.

In1772 . 297 lacks of current rupees.  In 1781 . 301 lacks.
1773 . 294 1782 . 299
1774 . 295 1783 . 300
1775 . 296 1784 . 303
1776 . 291 - 1785 . 299
1777 . 286 1786 . 311
1778 . 290 1787 . 298
1779 . 288 1788 . 315

1780 . 282 1789 . 308
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The following statement exhibits a correct account of the jumma, or demand
on account of the land revenue, and of the abkarry, or excise, for the year
1814-15, restricted to the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and that portion of
Orissa which has since the first conquest been attached to the Bengal

presidency.

BENGAL ProvINCE.
Burdwan district
Chittagong
Dacca Jelalpoor -
Dinagepoor
Jessore .
Moorshedabad
Mymunsingh
Nuddea
Purneah 3
Raujshahy .
Rajmahal
Rungpoor
Cooch Bahar .
Silhet '
Tiperah .
24 Pergunnahs

Total Bengal Province

Bauar ProviNCE.
Bahar district
Boglipoor .
Dhurrumpoor
Sarun . . .
Shahabad
Tirhoot .

Total Bahar

Orissa ProviINCE.
Hidjellee district
Midnapoor

Total Jumma

K 2

Jumma. Abkarry.
4,323,663 sicca rupees 82,650 sicca rupees.
585,611 8,064
1,289,145 29,212
1,766,373 10,117
1,197,561 10,486
1,874,588 97,032
757,550 21,900
1,191,133 11,951
1,035,789 37,476
1,469,814 20,480
67,107 - 3,713
1,062,115 16,877
62,722
- 291,504 7,005
1,134,888 15,550
1,249,003 94,675
. 19,338,574 467,195
1,748,006 318,675
385,916 44,569
244,756 4,005
1,410,560 92,865
1,128,515 48,947
1,234,680 40,037
6,152,435 549,103
291,448 983
1,491,240 10,406
1,782,688 11,389
27,273,698 1,027,687
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Total land revenue for 1813-14 . . . . . 27,266,031
Ditto 1814-15 . . . . . . . . 27,273,698
More in 1814-15 . 7,667
Gross receipts of land revenue and sayer in 1814-15.

Land revenue . . . . . . . 25,596,707
Surplus collections 1815 16 . . . . . . . 114,295
Collections from the military bazars . . . . 7,452
Account balances, 1813-14 . . . . . . . 1,314,323
Ditto of preceding years . . . . . . . 25,651
Abkarry collections . . . . . . . 1,027,687
Sayer ditto, exclusive of abkarry . . . . 352,699
Interest on arrears of land revenue and tuccavy advances . 156,339
Batta fees, and other contingencies . . .o . 116,872

Sicca rupees . 28,712,025

Charges in 1814-15.
Ordinary charges, including embankment disbursements . 1,430,010

Pensions and madrissa charges . . . . . 461,703
Compensation for sayer . . . e 78,652
Loss by remittances and other contingencies . . . 34,318

Sicca rupees . 2,004,683
1814-15 net receipts, deducting charges . 26,707,343

BeEvarEs ProviINCE. : :
1813-14 Jumma or land revenue . . - . 4,079,124
Gross recelpts of the Benares province, 1813- 14 K v . 4,562,707

UPPER PROVINCES

The upper provinces subordinate to the Bengal Presidency consist of territory
ceded to the Bntlsh government by the Nahob of Oude, and since formed into
the districts of Moradabad, Bareily, Etawah, Caunpoor, Furruckabad, Allaha-
bad, and Goracpoor; of the Bundelcund country ceded by the Peshwa, and
of the conquered territory between the Ganges and Jumna rivers, or situated on
the right bank of the latter, ceded by Dowlet Row Sindia, and now constituting
the districts of Saharunpoor (northern and southern divisions), Alighur, and
Agra; exclusive of the city of Delhi, and a contiguous tract of country appro- .
priated to the support of the Mogul royal family. : '
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Revenue of ceded provinces in the above mentioned territory for 1813-14.

Allahabad district . 2,801,915 Brought up . 11,988,005
Bareilly . . 2,357,996 Goracpoor district . 1,775,377
Caunpoor R . 2,715,080 Moradabad . . 2,601,921
Etawah . . . 3,062,068 -Shahjehanpoor . 1,146,165

Furruckabad . . 1,050,946 —_—
‘ Total Lucknow rupees 17,511,469

Carried up . 11,988,005

Revenue of conquered provinces, exclusive of Cutfack, 1813-14.

Agra district . . 1,425,238 Broughtup . 7,157,364
Alighur . . . 3,152,309 Bundelcund . . 2,885,430
Saharunpoor . . 2,579,817

—_— Total Lucknow rupees 10,042,794
Carried up . 7,157,364 EE—

DeLn1.—Produce of the lands »assigned for the support of the
emperor of Delhi in 1814, . . . . 1,256,505

Currack.—The total amount of the revenue of the Cuttack district, named
Mogulbundee, is 1,363,668 rupees; but there are other very considerable
sources of revenue. ‘ ‘

The aggregate jumma of the several districts in the ceded and conquered pro-
vinces during the whole period of the settlements which expired in 1815,
amounted to nine croses and thirty lacks of rupees. The whole of that sum,
with the exception of 21 lacks, had been collected prior to the 30th of
September, 1814, leaving a deficiency of about 2% per cent. on the total demand
for the period of the settlement in question. : o
Sicca Rupees.
It appears from a report of the Board of Revenue, that the jumma,

or land-tax assessment, of the estates advertised for sale en

account gf arrears of revenue in 1809, ampunted to . . 8,723,050
In 1810 . . . . . . . . . .. 10,015,039
That the total Jumma of the lands actually sold amounted in

1809 to . . . . . .. ... 83,485
In 1810 to only . . . 16,926

And that the purchase money of the estates dxsposed of in the latter year, .
amounted to 74,140 rupees, being at the rate of 43 years purchase, reckoning
the proprietor’s profit at ten per cent. The statements exhibited on this
occasion - certainly presented a number of extraordinary and important facts.
Lands paying a land-tax to government of more than ten millions of rupees,
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were advertised for sale in 1810, when the total balance due from defaulting
proprietors, amounted to no more than 2,467,325, and the quantity actually
disposed of, to only 16,926 of jumma, or land tax.

The difference of the value of land in the different provinces, and even in
the different districts of the same province under the Bengal Presidency, pre-
sented likewise most remarkable and unexpected results. In Bengal the sales
of 1810, averaged 23 years purchase, whereas in Bahar they averaged 67, and
in Orissa 53 years purchase. In Bengal land sold for 245 years purchase, in the
district of Rungpoor; for 93 in Chittagong; 46 in Burdwan; 11 in Tiperah;
8 in Dacca; 4 in Nuddea; and only one in Moorshedabad. In the province of
Bahar land sold for 331 years purchase, in the district of Sarun; 185 in Tirhoot,
and only 21 in Shahabad. In Dinagepoor, the portion of land actually sold was
so minute, that the land-tax on it did not exceed one anna (13d.), and it was
sold or rather given away for nothing.

If this vast difference be owing entirely, or in great part, to the inequality of
the assessment, it tends to prove that the data on which the permanent settle-
ment was formed, viz. the average of former years’ eollections, without reference
to there sources of particular districts, were most erroneous; and this evidence
of the error committed, strongly impresses the necessity of greater caution in
future, and more accurate investigation before the conclusion of similar
arrangements.

Rupees.
Land-tax assessment of the estates advertised for sale for the -
recovery of arrears of revenue in the provinces of Bengal,
Bahar, and Orissa, in 1811 . . . . . . 10,746,505
In 1812 C. ... ... .. 2358612

Less . 8,387,893

Land-tax assessment (jumma) of the estates actually sold in 1811 30,931
Dittoin1812 -~ . . . . . . . 90,898

More . . 59,967

The purchase money. of the estates actually sold in 1812, amounted to
408,395 rupees, being at the rate of nearly 45 years purchase of the zemindar’s
supposed profit, (malikhanah), and assuming, according to former computations,
that the purchasers expect an income or interest of ten per cent. on their prin-
cipal, this average would indicate, that the medium of the net_ income of
proprietors is in the proportion of 45 to 100 of the jumma, or land-tax, paid to
government.
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The total amount of pensions and charitable allowances, payable from the
treasuries of. the collectors, in the year 1814, according to the book of establish-
ment for that year was as follows :

Bengal districts, per amnum . . . . . 242,444 rupees.
Bahar ditto . . . . . 216,781
Orissa ditto, including Cuttack . . . . 20,130
Benares ditto . . . . . . . 164,194
Upper Provinces . . . . . . . 1,255,216

Rupees 1,898,767

This amount, however, includes political stlpends, payable by the collectors,
amounting to 662,735 rupees per annum, and also some pensions of a miscel-
laneous nature, to individuals in the service of government.

Knas Lanps.—The official accounts of 1813, state the jumma, or land
assessment of estates held khas, or let in farm, in the provinces of Bengal,

Bahar, and Orissa (exclusive of Calcutta) as follows:
' : : Sicca Rupees.

Jumma of the khas estates, chiefly the property of government . 155,648

Ditto of the farmed estates - . . . . 956,065

The latter, however, includes 363,876, the assessment of the estates of minors,
and other disqualified landholders, under the custody of the court of wards.
Both statements also include, besides the.estates of proprietors who have pre-
ferred receiving a fixed amount of malikhana, or allowance out of their estates,
to the contingency of . profit or loss arising. from an engagement for the land
revenue, the khas lands in the Moorshedabad, and other districts, which are the
immediate property of government, and rated in the records of the Board of
Revenue at near three lacks of rupees per annum.

An Account of the Annual Revenues and Charges of Bengal for the year 1816-17.

Revenue.
Mint duties . . . . . . . . . . 435,187
Post office collections . . . . . . . . . 500120
Stamp duties . . . 1,214,823
Judicial fines, fees, and hcenses for- the sale of spxntuous hquors, &ec. 713,652
Customs in Benga.l Bahar and Orissa . . . . . . 4,955,626
Land and sayer revenues of ditto . . e . . . 35,545,337
Benares revenues, customs and judicial fees, &c . . . . 6,333,055
Ceded provinces in Oude, 1801, revenues, customs, &c. . . . 23,288,085

Carried over . 72,985,785
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Brought forward 72,985,785

Conquered provinces, 1803-4 revenues, customs, &c. . 17,585,786
Sale of salt . . 17,131,682
Sale of opium . . 9,416,539
Marine receipts for pilotage, &c . 395,402
Military—Nagpoor subsidy . . . . 379,913
Total current rupees 117,895,107
£11,789,511
Deduct charges 8,025,980
Net revenue £3,763,531
Charges. _
Mint charges . . . 217,240
Post office charges . . . . . . 450,329
Charges of the civil estabhshment 5,299,131
Stamp office charges 477,312
Total civil charges 6,444,012
Judicial charges; viz. Supreme Court of Judicature and law charges - ,
incidental to its establishment 636,613
Charges of the Sudder and Zillah courts and pohce estabhshment
in Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa - . 5,933,177
Total judicial charges 6,569,790
Charges for collecting the customs of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa 512,860
Charges on the revenues of Bengal, Bahar, and Orissa, including sti- »
pends to the Nabob and his family, &c. . 4,963,003
- Benares charges: collecting the revenues and customs, judlCl&l &c.
charges . . . 1,745,915
Oude : charges collectmg dx’tto T e 3,674,468
Conquered provinces: charges collecting ditto 7,947,221
Salt advanees and charges . 4,761,455
Opium ditto ‘ 1,185,490
Military charges 40 484,599
Building and fortifications 695,534
Marine charges 1,275,451

Current rupees 80,259,798

£8,025,980
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Bond, Register, and other debts of the Benga] presxdency in

1816-17 ; bearing interest .
Arrears of debts of ditto; not bearing interest

73

£26,183,895
3,796,295

Total Bengal debts 1816-17 £29,980,190

Detail of Debts bearing Interest.

Loans, &c. at 6 per cent. . . 208,899,977 Sicca Rupees.
Ditto from the Nabob of Oude ditto 10,382,093
Deposits at 6 per cent. . . 57,135
The Bhow Begum’s stipend fund . 5,684,554
Promissory and treasury notes at :
6 per cent. . . . . 699,477
225,723,236

Add 16 per cent. 36,115,718

261,838,954 or £26,183,895

Abstract of the Revenues, Charges, and Debt of India, from 1793 to 1806.

Revenue. Charges. Amount of Debt.
1793-4 £ 8,276,770 £ 6,066,923 £ 7,971,668
1798-9 8,652,032 8,417,812 12,811,863
1802-3 13,464,537 11,043,108 19,523,737 .
1805-6 15,217,516 - 15,561,380 28,538,804
A General Ab.s'tract View qf the actual Revenues and Charges of India for three
years, viz.
, Revenues.
1814-15 1815-16 1816-17
Bengal . . . £1 1,089,823 £11,243,273 £11,789,511
Madras .. . 5322164 5,104,798 5,339,448
Bombay . . . 819,204 818,815 860,404
Bencoolen . . 11,772 . 10,755 12,581
Prince of Wales Island 54,316 53,868 54,861
Total £17,297,279 £17,231,509 £18,056,805
. Charges.

. 1814-15 1815-16 1816-17
Bengal . . . £7,373,005 £7,854,681 £8,025,980
Madras . . . 5,134,246 5,265,802 5,103,194
Bombay . . . 1,675,200 1,937,430 1,902,460
Bencoolen . . . 60,540 72,792 65,547
Prince of Wales Island 117,711 119,684 109,562

| Total £14,360,702 £15,250,389 £15,206,743

VOL. I. L
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The above statement is extracted from the accounts laid before parliament in
1819 ; the following abstract is from a statement compiled in Bengal, and comes
down to a later date, viz. Indian revenues for 1817-18. Sicca rupees 156,871,060

Ditto charges ditto . . . . 152,700,957

Surplus 4,170,100

In the beginning of 1819, the gross addition to the territoridl resources of the
Indian governments, from acquisitions made during and subsequent to the Pin-
darry war, was estimated as follows :— '

Sicca Rupees.
Acquisitions from Nagpoor B e .. 2,247,200
Ditto Holkar . . . . . . . . . 1,000,000
Ditto Saugur . . . . . . . . . 500,000
Ditto Ajmeer. . . . . . . . . . 400,000
Ditto Tributes . . . . . . . . . 1,500,000
5,647,200

Gross estimate as likely to accrue from the Poona dominions 8,711,753

Total addition 14,358,953

Account of the Territorial Debts owing at the Three Presidencies, viz.

Bengal. Madras. Bombay.
31Jan. 1818. 31 Oct. 1817. 31 Jan. 1818. Total.
Debts at 6 per cent. . . £26,268,352 £2,358,183 £432,188 £29,058,723
Ditto at 8 per cent. . . 13,444 17,600 — 31,044
Ditto.at 9 per cent. . . — — 80,031 ~ 80,831

Total debts bearing interest £26,281,796 £2,375,783 - £513,019 £29,170,598
Debts not bearing interest 3,938,125 821,344 ° 254,070 5,013,539

Total debts in India - £30,219,921 £3,197,127 | £767,089 £34,184,137

In 1793 the territorial revenue of the Bengal province, which had before fluc-
tuated, was permanently and irrevocably fixed, during the administration of Lord
Cornwallis, at a certain valuation of the property moderately assessed ; but this
permanent settlement has not yet been introduced into the territories obtained
by cession from the Nabob of Oude or by conquest from the Maharattas. The
mighty mass of papers, which the agitation of this question introduced among
the Company’s records, proves the ability, labour, and anxiety, with which it was
discussed. In the ceded provinces the public revenue has always been satisfac-
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torily collected, if campared with its collection only a few years ago in the lower
districts, even under all the advantages arising from a permanent settlement.
For a considerable. period of time, subsequent to the conclusion of that settle-
ment, the ultimate arrears stood in a much higher ratio to the jumma, than they
did in the ceded provinces a few years after their acquisition, nor was it until
the year 1800, that they were reduced within a moderate compass. Hence a
new argument arises against a premature settlement in perpetuity of the Upper
provinces,” which under their present constitution are sufficiently prosperous, the
cultivation extending, and the population increasing and becoming daily more
contented and tractable, all of which has taken place under a system of tempo-
rary leases, and in spite of adverse and precarious seasons.

The Mahommedans from the beginning of their power employed the Persian
language in the affairs of government, and notwithstanding its clumsy and cum-
bersome arithmetic, in the collection also of the revenue. This practice aided
them in maintaining their authority, and enabled them, instead of blindly depend-
ing on native functionaries, to look into the conduct and details of public
business, as well as to keep intelligible registers of the income and expenditure
of the state. The native Hindoos, finding that a knowledge of the language of
government was necessary to every concern of revenue or justice, made exertions
to acquire it, and in process of time became teachers of it throughout the whole
Mogul empire. At present, considering the very indifferent character of the
native revenue officers, it is a just subject of regret that more European agency
has not been devoted to the internal administration of the country. If the di-
mensions of the different districts, and the multifarious duties of the collectors
be duly considered, especially in Benares and the Upper provinces, it will appear
manifest that these officers can only inspect much the greater portion of business
through the medium of native servants, that is to say, throngh the falsest medium
possible. On the other hand it is equally evident, that the most solid improve-
ments may be effected, when due attention can be given to them by capable and
efficient European functionaries.

Among the various pretexts adopted by the land owners of this province for
reducing the revenue to a trifle, one of the most common and successful is, to
write down a large portion of the estate as destroyed by rivers. This furnishes
agood plea not only for a deduction in the revenue, but keeps open a claim for
the lands, which afterwards might be recovered from the injury they had sustained.
In many instances this has succeeded; as no additional revenue is taken when a
river adds new lands to a zemindary, a gradual diminution of the aggregate revenue
must be therefore always taking place. Hence also originate violent and pro-
tracted disputes between contiguous proprietors, with ruinous suits in the courts

L2
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of law, which usually for many years prevent the cultivation of new formed
lands, although remarkably productive when under tillage. Government is con-
sequently in every point of view a sufferer by these irregularities in the courses
and channels of rivers; and all zemindars, as a general rule, complain of en-
croachments on the part of their neighbours. Under these circumstances the
most substantial advantages would be derived from regular surveys of each
district respectively, undertaken by professional persons and executed in a sci-
entific manner. They are obviously calculated to ascertain and fix the boundaries
of estates, and to afford the requisite data for judging of various other points
involved in the settlement of lands, whether permanent or temporary. Such
surveys, when completed, would in their operation tend eventually to prevent
the sanguinary affrays regarding the disputed boundaries, while they would
greatly facilitate the partition of estates, the difficulties attendant on which have
been long felt as a serious evil.

In Bengal, the class of needy proprietors of land is very numerous; but even
the greatest landlords are not in a situation to allow that indulgence and
accommodation to their tenants which might be expected on viewing the extent
of their income. Responsible to government for a tax originally calculated at
ten-elevenths of the expected rents of their estates, they have no probable sur-
plus above their expenditure to compensate for their risk. Any accident, any
calamity, may involve a zemindar in difficulties from which no economy or at-
tention can retrieve him. Prior to 1790, half the revenues of Bengal were paid
by six large zemindars, viz. Rajshahy, Burdwan, Dinagepoor, Nuddea, Bir-
boom, and Calcutta.

Free lands are distinguished according to their appropriations, for Brahmins,
bards, encomiasts, ascetics, priests, and mendicants, or for a provision for
several public officers. The greatest part of the present free lands in Bengal
Proper, were originally granted in small portions of waste ground. The more
extensive tracts of free land are managed in the same mode as estates assessed
for revenue, and the subject will be adverted to in each district respectively.

The sayer revenue of the nature of land rent, consists of ground rent for the
sites of houses and gardens, revenue drawn from fruit trees, pastures and mathes»
and rent of fisheries. Other articles of sayer, collected within the village, have
been abolished ; such for example as market tolls, and personal taxes. Ground
rents were never generally levied from cultivators engaged in husbandry. No
branch of administration requires more prudence and circumspection, or a more
accurate knowledge of the temper and character of the people of India, than the
imposition of new taxes: and it is a principle highly important to be kept in
view, that when the state of the public resources calls for an increase of revenue,
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it is decidedly preferable to seek that increase in the renewal of old, than in the
establishment of new taxes. The civil and domestic usages of the natives are
so much interwoven with their religious rites, and they are so particularly alive
to every innovation or departure from established custom, that in fixing a tax
on articles of general consumption, it is not to be considered whether it be more
or less oppressive than a tax directly collected from the individual, but
whether it be so felt by him. By an impost on articles of consumption, the
individual is compelled by his necessities or inclinations to the use of it, thus
gradually and almost imperceptibly contributing to the necessities of the state,
while a personal. demand on him for the payment of a sum much less than the
aggregate of what he indirectly contributes, may be considered by him an
extortion, which he is warranted in evading if he can. Owing also to the
abuses inseparable from all transactions carried on by native officers with
small salaries, placed beyond the inspection and controul of the Company’s
European servants, the community, when a duty is laid on, have in general to
pay twice as much as ever finds its way into the public treasury.

A poll tax, called jaziyeh, was imposed by the Khalif Omar, on all persons
not of the Mahommedan faith. The Musselmaun conquerors of Hindostan
imposed it on the Hindoos as infidels, but it was abolished by the Emperor
Acber. At a subsequent period Aurengzebe attempted to revive it, but
without success.

Customs.—Gross and net receipts of the government customs

and town duties, including the ceded and conquered provinces

and Benares, as well as the lower districts under the Bengal

Presidency. For 1812 . . . . . . . . 5,776,931
For 1813. . . . . . . . . . . 6,111,155

Increase . 334,224

Charges for 1812 . . . . . . . . 784,868

Ditto for 1813 . . . . . . . . . 821,423

| | Increase . 36,555
Statement of the collection of the government customs for 1815-16.

Lower Provinces. Rugpees. Upper Provinces Rupees.
Calcutta . . 941,077 Cawnpoor . . 370,788
Patna . . . 404,764 Furruckabud . . 183,069
Dacca . . . 200,679 Allahabad . . 266,636

Carried over . 1,546,520 Carried over . 820,493
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Lower Provinces. Rupees. Upper Provinces. Rupees.
Brought over 1,546,520 Brought over . 820,493
Chittagong . . 14,251 Bareily . . . 176,557
Moorshedabad . 680,767 Agra = . .. 764,522
Hooghly . . 376,271 Meerut . . . 241,283
Cuttack . . 21,027 Mirzapoor . . 153,677

| Benares . . . 100,222
Ghazipoor . . 196,390

Total . 5,091,888

The following is a memorandum of the net collection of the town duties in
1815-16. ‘

Rupees. Rupees. Rupees.
Calcutta . 109,080  Furruckabad . 21,136  Berares . 65,677
Moorshedabad 37,393 Allahabad . . 10,482 Etawah . 2,935
Dacca . . 7,117 Bareily . . 19,590 Goruckpoor 5,942
Patna . . 22,647 Agra . . . 17,423 Moradabad 4,231
Chittagong . 182 Meerut . . . 6,231 Alighur . 5,272
Cawnpoor . . 9,818  Mirzapoor . . 61,363 Bundelcund 3,777

Total . 410,296

Besides the above, town duties are levied at the following places.

Midnapoor, Nattore, Purneah, Chupra,
Burdwan, - Dinagepoor, Silhet, Arra,
Hooghly, Comillah, Boglipoor, Gaya,
Kishenagur, - Nuseerabad, Muzufferpoor, Ghazipoor.
Jessore, Rungpoor,

Net collections on acount of the several tolls specified below; for 1815-16.

Tolley’s Nullah . . . . . . . Rupees 56,283

Balliaghaut Canal . . . . . . . . . 10,941

Tumlook Canal . . . . . . . . . 5,851

Matabanga and other rivers in the Nuddea district . . . 34,819
The net amount collected on account of stamp duties in 1815-16,

was, in the Lower Provinces . . . . . Rupees 750,599
Ditto in the Upper provinces . . . . e 190,947

Total . 941,546
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Net receipts in the salt department, after deducting advances and charges ;

In 1813-14 . . . . . . . Rupees 9,637,709
In 1814-15 . P . . . . 9,907,100
Inl1815-16. . . .. . . . . . 10,250,614
In 1816-17 .. . . .. 10,651,236

after deducting a payment. of eight lacks of rupees to the French government.
The annual quantity of salt disposed of at the public sales durmg the above
period was from 42 to 45 lacks of maunds,

In addition to the duties levied by the justices of peace for the town of
Calcutta, the general collection on account of the abkarry mahal, or excise, in
the Upper and Lower Provinces, for 1815-16, was as follows:

: Rupees.
On spirits manufactured at the Presidency distilleries . 436,380
On the sale of spirits beyond the precincts of ditto . . 1,613,040
On rum made according to the European process . . 11,490
On puchwy . . - . . . . . 67,012
On taree . . . . .. . . . . 168,705
On drugs, exclusive of opium e .. 203,632
On the retail sale of opium . . . . 19,730 -
Duty advanced on abkarry licences in heu of secunty . 4,284
Abkarry fines and forfeitures . . . . . . 7,637

Gross collections . 2,531,910
Deduct charges and commission . 232,268

, Net collections . 2,299,642

In addition to the sources of revenue above mentioned, a tax on Hindoo
pilgrims is levied by the British government in continuance of former usage, at
the following places, viz.

Gaya, in the province of Bahar.

Juggernauth, in the province of Orissa.

Allahabad, at the conflux of the Ganges and Jumna.

( Public documents, manuscript and printed ; Colebrooke, Harrington, Major

Scott, Lieutenant Irvine, F. Buchanan, Ernst, &c. &c. &c.)
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CHAPTER VI..

NATURE OF THE GOVERNMENT, COURTS OF LAW, STATIONS OF MAGISTRATES,
LAW PROCEEDINGS, DACOITY OR GANG ROBBERY, PREVAILING CRIMES AND
OFFENCES, POLICE SYSTEM, CHILD MURDER, PERJURY, LANDHOLDERS,
LITIGATION, RELATIVE SITUATION OF THE NATIVES AS REGARDS THE
BRITISH GOVERNMENT, CIVIL SERVANTS, MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT NATIVE
AND EUROPEAN. ’

Tue civil and military government of the territories under the Bengal Presi-
dency is vested in a Governor-General and three counsellors. Vacancies in the
council are supplied by the Court of Directors, from the civil servants of not
less than 12 years standing. For the administration of justice throughout the
provinces subject to the presidency, there are in the civil and criminal depart-
ments one supreme court, stationed at Calcutta.

Six courts of appeal and circuit, attached to six different divisions, viz.
Calcutta, Moorshedabad, Dacca, Patna, Benares, and Bareily.

Forty-six inferior courts, or rather magistrates, stationed in so many diﬁ‘grent
districts and cities, viz. ‘

Agra Chittagong Jungle Mahals  Ramghur
Allahabad  Cuttack Meerut Rungpoor
Alighur Dacca Midnapoor Sarun .
Backergunge Dinagepoor Mirzapoor Shahabad
Bahar Etaweh Moorshedabad Saharunpoor
Bareily Furruckabad Moradabad Shahjehanpoor
Benares Gorucpoor Mymunsingh Silhet
Birboom Hooghly Nuddea Tiperah
Bundelcund Jessore Purneah Tirhoot
Burdwan Juanpoor Rajshahy 24 Pergunnahs
Caunpoor

The city courts are Benares, Dacca, Moorshedabad and Patna.

The courts of circuit consist of three judges with an assistant, together with
native officers both Mahommedan and Hindoo. The judges make their circuits
at stated periods, and hold also regular and frequent jail deliveries. They try
criminal offences according to the Mahommedan law ; but when the sentence is
capital, or imprisonment is awarded beyond a defined period, it does not take ef-
fect until it receives confirmation from the superior criminal court stationed in Cal-
cutta, named the Nizamut Adawlet. The principal business of this court is to
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revise trials; but it is in no case permitted to aggravate the severity of the sen-
tence. - : A

In the provincial districts, the officer who, in his criminal capacity, has the ap-
pellatien of magistrate, is also the civil judge of the district or city in which he
resides. He tries all suits of a civil nature, provided the cause of action have
originated, . the property concerned be situated, or the defendant be resident,
within his jurisdiction. To try suits of a small limited amount, the judge may
appoint native commissioners, from whose decisions an appeal lies to the judge;
with a few exceptions the decisions of the judge are appealable, to the provin-
cial courts of appeal, within the jurisdiction of which he resides. Each distinct
judge has a register, with one or more assistants, from among the junior civil
servants, and each court is provided with natives duly-qualified to expound the
Hindoo and Mahommedan law. In criminal matters, the magistrates of districts
are vested with powers of apprehending and examining all offenders. On slight
offences they may pass and execute sentence; in cases of greater atrocity it is
their business to secure the supposed delinquents for trial before the court of
circuit, and this is effected either by committing or holding to bail. Each zillah,
or district, is subdivided into portions about 20 miles square; and in each of
these, a darogah, or head police officer, is established, with armed followers,
who is empowered to apprehend on a written charge, and to take-security in
case of a bailable offence for appearance before the magistrate. The average size
of a district under the Bengal presidency, may be taken at 6000 square miles ;
but in particular instances the dimensions vary extremely : Burdwan contains
only 2400, and Boglipoor 8200 square miles.

The ultimate court of appeal, in civil matters;, sits in the city of Calcutta, and
is styled the Sudder Dewanny Adawlet. To this court all causes respecting per-
sonal property beyond 5000 rupees value, are appealable : with regard to real
property, it is ascertained by certain rules differing according to the nature and
tenure of the property. From this court an appeal lies to the king in council, if
the value of the property concerned amounts to £5000 sterling.

Under the Mahommedan government suitors pleaded their own causes, and the
practice contimued until 1793, when regular native advocates were appointed.
These pleaders are chosen out of the Mahommedan college at Calcutta, and Hin-
doo college at Benares; and the rate of fees is fixed by public regulation. This
institution insures suitors agamst negligence or misconduct on the part, either of
the judge, or of his native assistant; the advocates being often as conversant in
the business of the court as either of these officers. As an ultimate security for
the purity of justice, provisions have been made against the corruption of those
who administer it. The receiving of a sum of money or other valuable gift, or

VOL. I. M
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present, or under colour thereof, by a British subject in the service of the Com-
pany, is deemed to be taken by extortion, and is a misdemeanor at law.

- ‘Written pleadings in the native languages have been introduced, for the pur-
pose of bringing litigation to a point, and enforcing in legal proceedings as much
precision as the habits of the people will admit. Before this modification, the
charge and defence consisted of confused oral complaints, loudly urged om one
side, and as loudly reiterated on the other. In receiving evidence great indul-
gence is granted to the scruples of caste, and the prejudices against the public ap-
pearance of females so prevalent in eastern countries.

Select cases, civil and criminal, are annually published, which reports, by dif-
fusing a knowledge of the legal principles established in the courts of the Sudder
Dewanny and Sudder Nizamut Adawlets, are productive of essential benefit in
the general administration of justice, and tend to prevent litigation. Indeed, it
is impossible in this, or any other country, to maintain tribunals for the investiga-
tion of all the endless disputes and differences which arise between individuals,
in all the complicated concerns of private life. It is only by the establishment of
fixed and definitive principles of adjudication, and by affording the community
some convenient medium for ascertaining these principles, and of applying them
to their own affairs, that the mass of litigation, which threatens to render the ad-
ministration of justice a task exceeding the powers of those on whom it devolves,
can be kept within any reasonable bounds. This is eminently the case in the
British isles, where the number of judges, considered with reference to the wealth
and population, is extremely limited ; but where individuals seldom experience
any difficulty in obtaining the legal information necessary to prevent their expo-
sing themselves to the embarrassment and expense attendant on the prosecution
of suits at law. At present the principal objects to be accomplished in Bengal,
are the means of defining the right of the peasantry, and of adjusting, with faci-
lity, such differences as arise between landlord and tenant.

The Mahommedan law continues ostensibly the ground work of the criminal
jurisprudence of the country ; but although the name and many of the external
forms of that code be retained, its execution is so corrected in essentials, that it
may more properly be regarded as the administration of British criminal justice,
At present, the system of criminal law, as promulgated in the provinces subordi-
nate to the Bengal Presidency, is, in reality, a system of jurisprudence founded
on the natural principles of justice; which form, or ought to form, the base of
every criminal code. In civil matters, the Hindoos and Mahommedans substan-
tially enjoy their respective usages. The prejudices of both are treated with in-
dulgence, and the respect which Asiatic manners enjoins to women of rank, is
‘scrupulously enforced.
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In the criminal department, no offence has occupied so much of the time and
attention of the government, and strenuous exertions of its servants, as dacoity,
or gang robbery; which, for an astonishing period of time, baffled the united ef-
forts of every department of the service, butat length, by unremitting persever-
ance and vigilance, if not wholly eradicated, has been greatly diminished. Treat-
ing of this subject, generally, it may be observed, that gang robbery, the scourge
under which Bengal suffered from the first acquisition of the province, until it
reached its acme in 1807, had in 1814 been nearly suppressed. Robberies, in
the ordinary sense of the expression, are still committed ; but dacoity, consi-
dered as a crime distinct from all others by its peculiar malignity, and by invol-
ving the perpetrators in other crimes of a most atrocious and sanguinary charac-
ter, has been nearly extinguished. This great object was not accomplished by
any precipitate or arbitrary measures, or by any complicated machinery—but by
the selection of able and zealous magistrates, by limiting the authority of the na-
tive officers within the narrowest bounds compatible with the efficiency of their
offices, and by occasionally strengthening the already existing European and na-
tive establishments. The Sunderbunds have always been regarded as peculiarly
adapted for the reception and concealment of river pirates, yet even in this laby-
rinth of wood, water, and rank vegetation, great progress has been made in the
extirpation of gang robbery.

In the ceded ‘and conquered provmces, although less progress has apparently
been made in the suppression of crimes than in the old territories, yet manifest
traces are perceptible of the influence of a regular system of civil polity on the
great mass of the people. On the first acquisition of these provinces, one of the
greatest evils was the private war which the proprietars of estates and indivi-
duals carried on against each other. Vindictive assassination, for real or imagi-
nary injuries, was also a crime of frequent occurrence ; and both these enormi-
ties had their origin in the same cause ; viz. the weakness of the preceding go-
vernments, and the want of regular tribunals to take cognizance of wrongs com-
mitted by individuals on their fellow subjects. Considerable progress has been
made towards the suppression of both these crimes, but murders perpetrated by
the class of people named thugs, still continue in spite of the increased exertions
of the police. In the Upper Provinces, highway robbery and gang robbery are
seldom known to prevail together ; the former usually commencing when an ef-
fectual check has been given to the latter.

- The prevention of incursions from the independent states, lymg on an open -

and extended frontier, has always been a task of peculiar difficulty---and to this

species of annoyance the district of Rungpoor is still greatly exposed; as is
M 2
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also that of Purneah to incursions of banditti from the Morung. On the side of
Agra such offences have become less frequent, and a check has been given to
them along the frontier of the present Nabob of Oude, who has cheerfully se-
conded the efforts of the British government towards the suppression of these
marauders.

With respect to the mote ordinary oﬁ'ences of robbery, house breaking and
theft, they appear still to exist to a lamentable degree; yet on the whole are less
prevalent than formerly. In consequence of the introduction of the chokeydarry
system (municipal and private watchmen), singularly good order has been esta-
blished in the city of Dacca, and nearly corresponding effects produced by the
same means in the cities of Moorshedabad and Patna. Considerable progress
has also been made in establishing similar arrangements at the stations of the
magistrates in all the Bengal districts; but it has been too much the practice to
impose duties upon public officers in the judicial department, far exceeding the
utmost exertion of their natural, or of any human faculties. As the police im-
proves, it is probable a greater proportion of the crimes perpetrated are brought
under the cognizance of the judicial authorities, than while it was in a more in-
efficient state; much may also be frequently done by a magistrate, with very lit-
tle to shew for it : and notwithstanding his efforts, the suppression of public crimes
may for a length of time, baffle every exertion.

Although it must be admitted, that great progress has been made in the esta-
blishment of a solid and efficient system of police, the commission of public
crimes, hewever, still exists in a degree, which requires the utmost efforts of the
public officers to suppress, and in their suppression, the credit of the British go-'
vernment is implicated. - The progress already made in the reform of the police,
affords the most substantial ground for hope, that the commission of crimes of
enormity may be confined within as narrow limits as in any other country of the
same extent and population ; nor can too much solicitude be shewn in securing
the persons and property of the natives, now wholly dependent on us for protec-
tion, against their own evil propensities.

Constituted as the government now is, the zemindars could not with justice
be made regponsible for the value of property plundered on their estates, unless
they were authorized and required to entertain establishments for the seizure of
public offenders ; an arrangement which would in effect transfer the charge of
the police to the zemindars, and again open a door to all the abuses committed
by them in former times, when they were entrusted with the police of their re-
spective estates. At present it scarcely ever happens that the zemindars resist
the execution of a decree of the civil court, or assemble their people. afterwards
for the purpose of fighting and dispossessing the person in whose favour the de-
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cision has been awarded. By this class, however, the large portion of lands, al-
lotted during the Mogul government for the maintenance of village watchmen,
have been long ago resumed, and have wholly disappeared from the public re-
cords. Itis consequently to be apprehended, that if waste lands were again set
apart for that purpose, a similar absorption would take place, as soon as they had
attained a certain stage of cultivation.

There is no crime more frequent in Bengal and Hindostan, generally, than the
murdering of children for the sake of the gold and silver ornaments, with which,
in spite of every exhortation on the part of the British government and its func-
tionaries, they persevere in adorning them. These horrid crimes are usually
perpetrated by friends, neighbours, and relations, unable to resist the tempting
opportunity ; and the parents would almost appear voluntarily to dress out their
child for a victim. The frequent occurrence of the crime at different periods,
attracted the attention of government, and the courts of circuit were consulted
as to the possibility of suggesting any preventive expedient, that would not ex-
cite dissatisfaction among the natives by such interference with their domestic
usages ; but nothing could be devised, except increased vigilance in detecting,
and rigorous enforcement and publicity of the punishment.

In 1813, great progress had been made, and a vast expense incurred, in put-
ting the jails of the ceded and conquered provinces into that condition which is
essential to the health and reasonable comfort of the prisoners. The following
statement will shew the number of convicts and other description of prisoners:
in confinement on the 31st of December, 1814, in the several district and city
jails of the lower provinces. :

CALCUTTA DIVISION. MOORSHEDABAD DIVISION.
Burdwan . . . 761  Boglipoor . . 307
Jungle Mahals . . 371  Purneah . 501 °
Midnapoor . . . 706 Dinagepoor . . 1,039
Cuttack . 5 . 885 Rungpoor . . 666
Jessore . . . 573  Rajshahy . . 717
Nuddea . . . 1,119 - Birbhoom . . 391
Hooghly . . . 448  City of Moorshedabad 451
Chandernagore . . 157 —
24 Pergunpahs . . 246 Total 4,102
Calcutta Suburbs . . 503 -

Allypoor jail . . 905

Total 5,974
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Parxa Drvisiow. Dacca Drvisrow.
Ramghur . . 478 Mymunsingh . . . 623
Bahar . . . 523 Silhet . . . . 232
Tirhoot . . . 1,012 Tiperah . . . . 842
Sarun . . . 532 Chittagong . . . 254
Shahabad . . 392 Backergunge . . . 407
City of Patna . . 523 Dacca Jelalpoor . . 428
City of Dacca . . . 349

Total 3,460

Total 3,035

Grand Total 16,571

It had been often remarked, that the public atrocities which formerly prevailed
could never have been suffered to continue, had the supreme government pos-
sessed an accurate knowledge of the extent of the evil. To remedy this defect,
and ensure speedy intelligence, superintendants of the police for the upper and
lower provinces were appointed in 1812. These officers visit each district in
rotation and report of the state of its inhabitants; so that the Governor General
in Council cannot remain long uninformed of the prevalence of public crimes in
any part of the country, and with that knowledge, the remedy best adapted for
the evil can of course be with promptitude applied.

As dacoits, or gang robbers, occupy so prominent a part in the criminal juris-
prudence of Bengal, a few more observations towards the developement of their
character, may be usefully employed. Fifty years ago the rivers of Bengal were
nearly impassable to unarmed boats, on account of the immense bands of pirates
who roamed unchecked through every part of the province; at present, except
occasionally in some of the large rivers near the sea, the inland navigation is
wholly free from every perilous obstruction. Among the dacoits in Bengal many
instances occur of whole families practising robbery from generation to genera-
tion, and individuals among them boast that their progenitors were hanged-or
died in perpetual imprisonment. Their leaders succeed each other like officers
of a regular establishment, and being all predestinarians, they are indifferent as
to the result of their hazardous career. Nor do they attach obloquy to the name.
of dacoit: in that character they are something; as labourers or cultivators
nothing. Besides this, they to the last entertain hopes of escaping punishment,
either by flying for concealment to the creeks, woods, jungles, or low islands
overgrown with rank weeds, or when captured, by the expectation that the terror
their name inspires will prevent evidence from appearing against them. When
they are at last brought to the fatal tree, the dacoits who suffer capital punish-
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ment meet their fate with the greatest sang froid, and the exhibition is con-
sidered by the lookers on as a sort of gratis entertainment. The penitence and
contrition shewn by criminals in England when the sentence is on the point of
execution, and which makes such a serious and salutary impression on the spec-
tators, is never observed in this country, where in fact the felons are much more
afraid of transportation than of death.

In Bengal robbers are not shunned and hated as in Europe. On the contrary,
they have homes, often land and cattle, and are not only associated with, but
are frequently men of influence in their villages, although their profession be
known. This can only be ascribed to a general absence of the moral principle,
which applies to Mahommedans as well as Hindoos, the lower classes of the
former having evidently adopted many of the worst parts of Hindoo idolatry.
The dacoits of both castes, are not only unrestrained by terrors of conscience, but

affect to sanctify their execrable deeds by offerings and invocations to the goddess
 Cali; and that human blood is now seldom shed on these occasions, is to be
attributed to the introduction of the British system of police, which, with all its
defects, is perfection compared with that which preceded it. The great mass of
the Bengalese are certainly not constitutionally brutal or inexorable; on the con-
trary, they are naturally mild and placable; yet it must be admitted that the
criminal records of the province will furnish such instances.of cruelty and fero-
city in dacoits, as perhaps the history of no country in Europe can parallel.

To the universal prevalence of perjury may also be attributed the long con-
tinuance and existing frequency of gang robbery; and to such a pitch of shame-
less audacity has this crime long attained, that the judge is often obliged to
investigate the character of the witness with more anxiety than that of the
criminal. In 1800, a zemindarry dewan, and by caste a Brahmin, after having
circumstantially sworn to the nature, number, and authors of the wounds inflicted
-on two of his.cutcherry (office) servants, alleged to have been murdered in an
attempt to dispossess him of the cutcherry, scarcely blushed when the two men
were produced alive and unhurt in court, and merely pleaded in extenuation,
that if he had not sworn as instructed he would have lost his place. The little
obligation attached by the natives to an oath, appears in a great degree to pro-
ceed from the nature of their superstition, the degraded attributes of their deities,
as well as the total absence of moral instruction from their system of education,
and its necessarian tendency. Hence originates the general exclamation of-
criminals when convicted of murder, that it was their destiny, and they seldom
or never acknowledge any other motive. It is probable, that, in time, the
exemplary punishments inflicted will deaden the alacrity with which crimes
have hitherto been committed, and the steady and just administration of the laws
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go a certain way towards imbuing the inhabitants with a moral principle, or
something resembling it. At present they have neither, at least in the true
Christian sense of the word, but sufficient time for the effectnal operation of the
British system has not yet elapsed, so as to occasion any solid improvement of
character. -
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